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HE following Sermons 
__ were preached ſeveral 
years ago, in the Church of 
Sr, Lawrence Jewry 71 Lon- 
don ; and berng now reviſed 
and enlarged by the Authour 
are bere made pablick The 
true Reaſon whereof, Was not 
that which is commonly al-: - 
ledoed for Printing Books, the 
importunity of Friends ; but 
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SERMON 1. 


Concerning the 
Divinity of our B.< Saviour. 
Preachid 1 in the. 


oo WE; a -C 
- Church -of St. Lawrence Jury, 
Deccob. zoth. 1679. 
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The Word was mat le fleſh, and dwelt 
among ft us ; and we beheld his olo- 
ry, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father, ul of Trace ae | 


truth. 


do Near NN Al, Ss H ESE ods con- 
a, Un, 


"tain in them three 
y great Points con- 
_cerning our B. Sa- 
Co 
AR V0 , the Author 
and Founder of our Faith and 
eligion, B Fir '';S 


emmno[rus, 5% 
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at, his Incarnation, the Ward 
was made, or became, fleſh. 
_ Secondly, his Lite and conver- 
{ition here among us, and dwelt 
1 w7v or 14» he pitch- 
ed his Tabernacle amongſt us ; 
he lived here below in this World 
and for 4 time made his re{1dence 


and aboc de ON s.- 


Thirdly, that in this ſtate of his 
numiliation he gave great and 
ciear evidence of his Divinity ; 
whillt he appeared as a man and 
liv d amongit us, there were preat 

and glorio 5 Tel eſtimonies given of: 
him cat a 7as the 5 $011 of God. 
229% thar 1n _ * -culiar 2 manner 
as no Creature can be ſaid to be : 


nd we bbeld [15 glory, the olory as of 


the only begotten of the Father, EC. 


I ſhall begin with the Firſt of 
theſe, his Incarnation ; - as moſt 


proper 
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proper tor. this Solemn Time, 


- which parh for many Ages been 


ſer apart for the commemoration 


of the Nativity and Incarnation 


of our B. Saviour : The alt 145 
MI mm, fleſh, tha 205 58 16 W711 #3 cab 


fonally calied t te Word, and whom _ 


the Ev. mgeliſt St, John had fo tully 


Jefvibed; in the "et nning of Rd 


Goſpel, he became fleſh, that is, 
fad our. Nature and became 
Man; for ſo the word fleſh ts 
frequently uſed in Scripture for 


Alan or human nature : 0 thou pry,cs, 2, 


that heareſt prayer, unto thee ſhall all 


fleſh come, that is, to thee {hall all | 


men addreſs cheir Supplications 


again, The glory of the Lord ſhall k I 40. s 
revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it to: 5 


vether, that 18, all men {hall behold - 
and acknowledge . and then ir 
follows, all fleſh is gr Za ſpeaking, 


of the frailty and mortality op: 
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11m: And ſo likewiſe 12 NLP 
Teſtament , our B. Sv - > Oe 
_ ling the milery that v7. coming 
Matt. 24, npon the JewiſhN. ation, 1..ys, /:x- 
cept thoſe anys ſhould be Tho WL: d Hyg 
Heſh fhonld be ſaved, that 13, noman 
ihould elcape ind furvive that 
great. calarnity and deltruftion 
which was comitig upon them : 
Gal. 2. 16, By the works of the Law, lays the 
Avoſile, ſhall 10 fleſh , that 15, NO 
'-1An be juſtified. 
| JO eat DY the ] MWord:'s being 
hp or becoming flrſþ the Evans 
celift did not witend that he 2 flu- 
oy only a human Bocy Without 
2 Sou), and was united only to 9 
human Body, which was the bes 
relie of Apollinaris , and his Fol- 
lowers, bur that he became Man, 
that is, Me the whole human 
Nature, Body .and Soul. And ir 
is Ii kewile very probable that the 
Evan 
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did aſſime our Nature with all its 
infirmities, and became fubject 
ro the common fra allty and mor - 
raliry of haman Nature 

The words thus explain con- 
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aypeared in hu: nan Nature, he 
VECame Man ; Or, as dt. John Tx 


preflech ir in the Text, The Word 
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Burh for. E11QE more CiC al 411 1d. fall 
. We. 
Will confider thete rw 0 things. 
Firſt, the Perion that is here 
{>0ken of, and Woe: 15 {21d to be. 
f 
11103 7112te on ro be 11. ie eſh,name- 
! i] 1” 
1-3 me 4 ord. 
” [ J by «; ” Fs) 
econdly, 1 the My itery it leit, Ot 
then 2LUrc of this Incarnation, fo. 
- HEE 3 
far as tie Scripture hath revealed 
and declared ir tous, 


| EXPLCATION G7 : rhete words © 


|. We wiil conficer the Perſon 
thar 35 here {poken of, and who 
15-{2id to be 1ncarnate or to be made 
fleſh, and who is io froquonaly In 
ru Chapter. caitled by the: Name 
or Tit de of the Wo ord; namely the. 
eternal and only begotten Son of 
God. for ſo we find him deſcri- 
bed in the Text, The Word was made 
freſh, and dwelt ang) t us: and We 
beheld bis glory, the glory as of the only. 
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wa of the + Farker; &c. th at 1s, 
uch as became lo great and 2lo- 
rious a Peron as deſerves the Tis 


tle of the only begatte 1 Son of God. 


For the. expiat! ning i” this 


Name or Title of the Word given 
by St. John to our B. Saviour, we 
will conſider thee ewo things. 


Firſt, the reaion of this Name 


or Title of che Pack, and what 


probably might be the Occaſion 


why this E Vane! iſt 1 inſt fo much. 


upon it, and makes fo frequent 


mention of ir. _ 

Secondly, the Deſcription i it {elf, 
which is oiven of him under chis 
Name or Title of the }/ord by this 
Evangeliſt, in h1s entrance into his. 


_ Hiſtory of the Goſpsl. 


{. We will enquire into the 
reaſon of this Name or Title of 


_ the Word, which is here given to 


DB 4 . - -. our 


#lances : Bur there 15 00 YCry re 
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And WRAL might i Provad! y be the 
Ocaiicn why he infiits fo much 
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NCHLION Of It. | {hall conhder 
thele rwo things diltintly and fe 
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_ Eirft, There ifon o this Nam? 0s 
Tile of the Word, bere given by the. 
E vangeltlt 79 ou Ru S2yiour.. Ang 
ave done It thn Con 
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Jil ce tre: a the Word 
0 t God, and the Sor f God And 
Plat) probavl: 74 149 the ſame No- 
tion from the js, ” which made 
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fy or der 7 | Privcepl 33 T8 earning L 

the mate thc 1rd 
i or cf) 1ent Caiile of t 
2s Plato allo hath done. 

PR ths Title of the e Word was 
{o4amoutly known tO DE GIVER tO 
the A Meſſzas , that even « » ne- 
mies of Chri/tianiry took notice of 
It, Plan the Apoſtate calls Crif 


by this Name: And Mabonrt 1n 


" I 


he 7 "MP 


the Wor! a, 
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che Word to 7 Teſts the Son of Mary. 
Bur St. John had probably no re- 


4to - any otherwile 


ference to P! 


than as the Gnoſticks,againſt whom 


he wrote, made ule of (eyeral ot 
_ Pls words and notions. So that 


n all probability Se. John glves our 
B. Savmur this Title with regard 
to the Jews more Hipoch lily, who 


ancientiy call 'd the e Mejſuas dy t LN 


Name. 


| Seconidly , We \ will in the next 
place conſider, What might probas 
bly be the Occaſion why this Evan- 


gelitt makes ſo frequent mention of 


this Title of the Word, and inſiſt, 


fo much upon it, Kod: it ſeems 
to be this: Nay, I think that 
hardly any doubt can be made 


of it, fince the moſt ancient of 
the F. ubers, who lived nearelt the 
time of St. Tehn , do confirm it 
CO US. 


St, 
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tne itves of the Apoſtles grown up 
3 a great height, tO the great 


31 Sjugiee:s 2\10 difturba .nce of the 


Cre es of "2 -btoll 2nd SORE 
FR the {everal S:Hs of the Gno- 


fiicks Winch be Fan from Si 11 If 
is, and were continu nd car- 


EI 


God CG 311 by / GIENLT LIL and DD; Baſilides, 
't fpaeraers and Meonander: Some 


of which exprelly acnicd the Di- 
Fnoiey of our Saviour . , aſſerting 


Im to have been a mere man, 


? 


WE” to haye chad no manner os 
exiſtence before he was born of 


the B. Virgm, as Euſebirs and Ep;- 
phanius tell us Pare CON- 
—_ Ebion : Which thole who 
bold the ſame Opinion NOW In 
QUE 


brit Rel: g10N : E: Mean the. 
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| St. John, who JUTVIVEU 2aJi DE. 
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Our days may Gao well ro cok 


der from wv hence it had its Or © 


onal. 
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Others af them, 1 Ril mean 
the Gnoſticks , had corrupred the 


{1mplicity of the Chriſtian DoRrine 


by Uungling With 1t the Faces | 
41? uid CONCE1tS of tne Tewifh (. iÞb az 


[} A 
it , and of the Schoots LEY 


 #0ras and Plato, and of rhe Chal: 
{et Philolophy more ancient 


than either; - as ws Ty be leen in 
Fufebins de P; para 


they had framed a confuſed (Ge 


nealozy of Deities, which they cal- 

lod by oyeral olorious Name 
and all of them by the ge er 
Name of Ao or Aves : Noi bi 


which they rekon 4 Zen % Xo; 
Mov97 21, 2G Tiafowns , that. IS, cne 


Life, = the Word, and hs only 


he erotren, and che Fulneſs, 2nd ma” 
fi 


EV, ang. z and 


by jumabling all eſe rOgether 
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ny other Divine P oWpers and'E "Mmd- 


nations Which they fancied to be 
Fubcellivaly derived from One ano- 
ther. 


And Ley 6 diſk: aguiſhed | De- 
-. tween the Maker of the World 


whom they called the God of the 


old Teſt ament , and the G God of the 


Nw, And. between Jeſus and 


Chriſt : Jt {us 2ccorcing to tne Do-. 


T 


1e of Cerinthiis, as Irenens tells 
us, being re man THEE was born 
of rhe Virgin , and Chriſt or the 


Melfras being chat Divine Power 


ex, Spirit teh 12irerwards de- 
(ceaded itito Jeſus and dxvelt in 
RR 


© for what A they were 
ens un: iels It were to 2mule 
a | tne 


If ir were poſſible, yet 1 it would 
_ be to no purpoſe , to £0 about 

to reconcile theſe wild conceits 
with one another ; and to find. 


— VS EEE A” OY ont owe TIS eo AB erm. 


Sermon T- Concer ning the 


"EEW ee er erne th anne, = DIS wenn ot ee ——— W————— 


tC People with thele high {wel 


ling words. Us Parley and 2 Procrenes 


of kn meleds falfty fo called, as the Apo 


file ſpeaks in alluſion to the Nathe 


of Gnofticks, that is to lay, the Men 


of Eno ed: which they proudly 
aſlum'd ro themlelves, as if the 
| knowled abs f Myſer! &s of a more 


{ubiime nature did peculiarly be- 
long to them. 


In oppoſition to all theſe vain 
and groundlels conceits, St. John 


iri the beginning of His Goſpel 
caules 1 LO ſpeak of OUT B. Saviour, 


the Hiſtory of whole life and 
death he was going to write, by 
tne Name or Title of the Wor l, 


term very MmMmous among thoſk 


I 

Se Cts * And {her VS that ris Word 
of God , WED: was alſo the Ti- 
tle the Jews © SEE g2ve to the 


Meſfra: - di 4 exilt } before | ec al--: 


{ſumed 2 human N: ture, and even 
from 


from all Erernity: 
e this eternal Word did truly belong 


| 4nd traly 1 the Life, 
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A 1d his ro 


all thole I [cles which they kept 
{nch a canting ftir about, and 
which they did with lo much ſenſe- 


leis nic LY and {ubtilcy Jitinguiſh 
from one another, 25 it they had 


been fo many ſeveral Emanations 
from the Deity: And he {hews 
that this Word of God, was really 
and the Ligl t, 
and the Fulueſs , and Be only "be- 
0tten of the Father ; v. bi him 
was the Life \ and the Like was the 
Light of men; and v. 6. And the 
Light ſhmeth in darkneſs, and the 
d: rkneſs comprebended it not : and 
v. 7, 8, 9. where the Evayel 
ſpeaking of John the Baptiſt | ays 


of him, that he came for a witneſ;, 


to bear witneſ; of the Light; and 
chart be 1as not that Light, but was 
fent to bear witneſs of that Light : 

PR And 
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And that Lighr was the true Lighe. 
which coming into the World en! lighten D 
eV2ry man : "And V. 14. And we be - 
held his. olor J, the olory as of the only 
begotten of the F. ather., T lon of 


his tuinels we all receive, &c. You 
ice” 13 "IC 15S 41 11 CTPCina 1 All: fion LO 
the glorious } ittes which they 
aave to their os as if they had 
been ſo many ſeveral Deittes. 

_ In ſhort, the Evanoeli/t ſhews 
that all this fanciful OT of 


WW 2 Jrvine t manations P wat! 1.\\ :hich the 


Gnoſticks mave. {v great '4 noile 


w2$S mere conceit and imagit ak: 


on; and that all theſe olorious 


Titles dia really meet 1n oh Meſ-. 
fras viho 15 the i ord, and who be-_. 


fore his Tos was from all 
ecernity with God, partaker of his 
Divine Nature and Glory, 


[ have 
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1nder the Name and Title of the 


Word. And ſurely it 1s a quite 


wrong way for any man to 90 
about by the mere ſtrength 10d 


\ubtilty of his Reaſon and Wir, 
though never fo great, to inter- 
pret an ancient Book , withour 


underſtanding and conſidering the . 


Hiſtorical occaſion of it , which 
;5 the only thing that can give 


[TUC light to 1t. 


And this was the great Be Fa. 
cal miſtake of Socinus, to go to 
[:nterprer Scripture merely by Cri= 
ticifing upon words, and fearch- 

ing into all the ſenſes that they are 


poſi capable of, till he can 


C find 
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Gm 01 ; 1. c "oncerning the 


chouph neyer {o forcd 
14t will {ave harm- 
els the Opinion, which he. was 
zefore-hand refolved to maintain 
oft natural] and 
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; has he is therefore Hee and Lord 


of the whole Creation, becauſe all 
Creatures were made by | im; which 


exactly aniwers thole words of _ 


the Apoſile to rhe Hebrews, whom 
he hath conftituted Heir of all things, 


by whom alſo be made the Worlds. 


And nowl appeal to any lober 
and conliderate man, whether the 
interpretation which | have given 
of that expreſſion of the firſt-born 
of every Creature be not much more 
agreeable both to the tenour of 
the Scripture, and to the plain 


(cope and deſign of the Apoſtle's 


Argument and reaſoning in. that 


Text. 
| have inſiſted the longer pon 


E chis, becaule it 1s the Great Text 


upon which the Arians Jay the 
maia ſtrength and ſtreſs of their 
Opinion that the Son of God is 2 
Creature, becauſe he is ſaid by the 


act 


DF----.- draft 
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9 ermON L. C oncerning the 


Apoſtle ro be the firſt-born of very | 
Creatire ; by which expreſſion at: 


no more be meant than that he is 


Heir and Lord of the whole Crea- 


tion, which I have ſhew'd to be 
very aorceable both to the uſe of 
the word fr/t-born among the He- 


brews, and likewiſe to the deſcrip- 


tion given of Chriſt in that paral- 
JelWl Text which I cited out of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews , then this 
expreſſion of the fr-ſt-b;rn of ever 
Creature 1s nothing ar allto the pur- 
pole either of the Artans or the S0- 


cimans, to prove the Son of God to _ 


be a Creature : Belides, that the 


interpretation which | have oven. 


of it makes the 4poſile's ſenſe much 


more current and eaſy; for then 


the Text will run thus, who 45 the 


image of the mvifible Gat Heir and 


Lord of the whole Creation, for by 


bl YII7R all things were made. 


90 
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So that 1n thele four expreſſions | 
of the Evangeliſt which | have ex- 
lain'd there are thele four things 


ditinctly affirmed of the Word. 


[27 rſt, hat be was in the jedi 
that is, that he already was and 


_* did exiſt when things began to be 


ore any thing 


created : He was bef 
was made, and couſequently is 
without any be eg.inning of Time : 
for that which was never ade 
could have no beginning o! its 
Being. BY 

. Secondly, thar in that ſtate of 
his CIR before the Creation 


of the World he was partaker of 


the Divine Glory and Happineſs : 


And this I have ſhew'd to be the | 


meaning of that expreſſion, and 
the Word was with God : For this 


' our B, Saviour does explain his 


being with God before the World 
D 2: Was, 
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WAS, And 101, 0 Father, elorify m me 


Sth: thy wn ſelf. with the glory which 
1 bad with thee before the World was. 
Thirdly, that he was God ; And 


the Word was God. Not God th. 
Father, who..is the Principle and 


fountain of the Deity : To pre 


- vent that miſtake , after he had 
{aid that the Word was God, he 1m- 


mediarely adds 1n the next verſe, 


the ſame was im the beginning with 


70d: He was God by participa- 
tion of the Divine Nature and 
Happinefs together with the Fa 


_ ther, and by way of derivation 


from him as the light is from the 
Sun : Which is the common illu- 
{tration which the ancient Fathers 
ot the Chriſtian Church give us of 
this Myſtery, and is pertaps the 
beſt hat ficreſt that can be given 
of it. For among finite Beings 
!t is not to: be expeted, becaule 

not 
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not poſſible, to find any ex: ict re- 
ſemblarice of thac which 1s infi- 
nite, and conſequently i iS 1NcCOM-. 


orehenſible, becauſe whatever iS 
! Faire is for that reaſon incom- 
prehenſrble by a finice underſtand- 
ing, whichis too ſhort and {hal-_ 
low to meaſure that which is in- 
finite ;- and whoever attempts it 
will ſoon find himſelf out of his 
dep th. 
"7 ourthly, that all things were made 


by him : Which could not have 
| been more emphatically exprels'd 


than it Is here by the Evangeliſt, 
after the manner of the Flebs ews, 


- who when they would lay l chinsg 
with the greateſt force and cer- 


rainty are wont to expreſs it both 
aftirmatively and negatively, as, 
He ſhall live and not die, that 1s, 
he {hall moſt aſluredly live ; fo 


here, All things were made by bin, 


"42 and. 


— 


Sermon L is oncerning the 


—— — 
—— 


— 
—_ 


a 


anc 1 ack if him was not any thing made : 
that was made, that 15, he wade all. 


- Creatures without exception, and 


conſequently he himielt is not a 


Creature, becauſe it is evidently 


impoilivle that any thing {hould 
ever make ir (elf; Bur then if he 


' be, and yet was never made, it is 


certainly rue that he always was, 
even from 2 tE ternity, 


All thele Aﬀertions are plainly 
nd expreſly hel ARE, [?? volO de- 


an 
{cription Whic  Evangeliſ 


IS fon! 3ere makes 0: the Word; 
and this ac ccording to the interpre- 


tation of thele expreſſions bythe ; 


nanimous conſentot the moſtanci. 
_ entWriters of theChriſtianChurch: 
Who, fome of them, had the advan 
- rageof recetving it Fom the imme: 


diate Diſciples of St. Fohn; Which 


ſurely 3s no ſmall prejuches againſt 
any 
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any newly invented and contrary 
interpretation; as I {hall hereaf- 


ter more fully ſhew, when I come 


to conſider the {trange and extra- 


Vagant INtErpretation which the 
C 


Gocanians inake of this Paſiage of 


St. Jobn ; which 5 piain enough 


ot it felf, it they under a pretence 


i:6f explaining and making it more 
_ clear had not diſturb'd and dar 


ken'd it. 

Now from this celcript on 
which the FE, vangelilt bere gives Ol 
the Word, and "which 1 have {0 


largely explaindint the foregoing 


Dilcourte thele three Coral ant ies Or 


Concluſions do neceſſarily follow. 


Firſt, that the Ward! here deſcri- 
bed by St. Jobn 15 nor a Creature. | 
This Conclulton, 1s diretiy A- 
gainſt te Artans s who aſhrm'd 


that the Son of God was a Crea- 


(- 
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ture. "They &rant indeed thar he 
is the firſt of all the Creatures 


both Th) Dignty 20d Dur ation ; for 


{o they underſtand that expreſſion 


ot the Apo/tle wherein he 1s cal- 


Jed the fo) t-born of every Creature : 


But this I have endeavoured al- 
ready to {hew not to be the mean- 
ing of that expreſſion. 

They £ orant him indeed to have 
been God's Agent or Inſtrument in 
the Creat Ion of the World, and 
that all other Creatures belides 


himſelf were made by him : Buc 


ſtill they contend that he is a 


_ Creature and was made : Now 


this cannot poſſibly conſiſt with 
what St. John ſays of him, that he 
was in the beginning, that is, as hath 
been already {hewn, before any 
thing was made: And likewile, 


becauſe he is ſaid to have made al 


things, and that without him was not 
£ any 


\ 
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my ching made that was made; and 


therefore he himſelt who made all 


things 15 necefarily excepted out 


.:of the condition and rank of a 
Creature ; as the 4poſile reaſons in. 


another Caſe, Fe hath put all things 


under bus feet : But when he ſaith all 


things. are put wider him, it is manifeſt 


that be 1s np rhoiron did put all things 


mder bim : In like manner, if by 


ima all. thinss were made, and wiboice 


bum 14s La any thing made that 


was made, then either he was not 
made, or he mult mae himſelf; 
which involves in it 4 Pp! lain con- 
tradiction. 

Secondly, That chis Ward was 
trom all Eternity : For it he was 6 
the beginning, that 1s, before any 


thing was made, be muſt of ne- 


cellity always have been ; | be- 


caule whatever is, muſt either 


have been ſometime made , or 


mult 
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maſt always have been ; for cha 
which was not, and afterwards i Is, 
mult be made. And this wil 


likewiſe follow from his being 


ſaid to be God, and that in the 


molt ſtri& arid proper lenle, 
which doth neceſlarily imply bi 
Eternity, becaule God canno! 


begin to be, but muſt of neceſlit; 


always have been. 
Thirdly, From both thele 1t wil 
undeniably follow that he had ar 


exitence before his Incarnation 


and his being born of the B. Yr 
gn. Forif be was 1m the beginning, 
that is, from all Eternity, which 


1 have ſhewn to be the meaning 


of that expreſſion, then certainly 
he was before his being born of the 
Þ. Virgm. And this likewite 


_ implied in the Propofition 1n the 


Text, And the Word was made fleſh 
Gy that Word which the Evange 
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i 2 had before fo gloriouſly « CE 
| bed, that Word wiiich was in the 
and was with God, and was 


God, and by whom all thing: Were 
mad; [ ſay, thu #/ord was incar- 
nate and aſſumed a human Na- 
ture, and therefore muſt neceſla- 
rily exiſt and have a Being before 


he could aflume humanity | into 


an union with his Divinity. 


And this Propolicion is directly 


00 levelled againſt the Socinians, who - 


z#irm our B. Saviour to be a mere 
man, and that he had no exiſtence 


before he was born of the Virgin 


Which Aſler- 


Mary his Mother : 
tion of theirs doth perfectly con- 


tradict all the former Concluſions 
which have been drawn from the. 


deſcription here given by St. John 


of the Word ; And their interpre- | 


ration of this paſſage of St. Job, 


aInivinc 
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applying it to the begining of the 
publication of the Goſpel, and to 


the new Creation or Reformation 


of the World by Jeſus Chriſt, doth 


likewiſe contradict the interpreta- 


tion of this paſſage conſtantly re- 
ceived, not only by the ancient 


Fathers ; but even by the general 


corſet of all Chriſtians for fifteen 


hundred years together, as I ſhall 


hereafter plainly ſhew : For to 
eftabliſh this their Opinion, that 
or B. Saviour was a mere man 


 afhd had no exiſtence befere- his 


Birth, they are forc'd co interpret 


this whole paſſage in the begin- 


ning of St. John's Goſpel quite to 


Rs ſenſe, never mention'd, 


nor | believe thought of by any. 
Chriſtian Writer whatſoever Cao 
Socinus : And it 1s not eafte to. 


imagine how any Opinion can 


| be loaded with 4 greater and 


heavier 
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| heavier prejudice than this IS. 


And this I ſhould now take into 


| conſideration, and ſhew, beſides 

the novelty of this interpretation 
and the great violence and unrea- 
ſonableneſs of ir, the Utter INCOn- 
hiſtency of it with other plain 


Texts of New Teſtament. 
Burt this is wholly matter of 
Comer overly and wall require a 


large Diſcourſe by it ſelf; 1 ſhall 


therefore wave the farcher proſe- 
cution of it ar preſent, and Toaly 
my felf ro that which is more 
practical and proper for the Occa- 
lion of this Seaſon: So that. at 
prelent I have done with the farst 


thing contain'd in the First part of 
the Text, viz. The Perſon here 


{[poken of Bf is {aid to be incar- 
nate, namely the Word, it was 


He that was made fleſh, 


| ſhould 
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| I ſhould they have pr oceeded 


to the Second thing which I pro- 

poſed to conſider, viz, The ye: 
ry it ſelf, or the nature of chis In: 
carnation {ſo far as the Scripture 


| hath revealed and declared it to. 


us, namely, by alluming our Na- 
ture in ſuch a manner as that the 


Divinity became united to a hi- 


man Soul and Body. But this I 
have already endeavoured in 
{ome meaſure to explain , and 
ſhall do ic more fully in ſite of 
the following Dilcourſes upon 


. . this Text. I ſhall now only 


make a ſhort For uſeful reflei- 
on upon it with relation to the 
Solennity of this Tyne, 

And it ſhall be to ſtir us up 
to a thankful acknowledgment 
of the great love of God to Man- 
kind ia the Myſtery of our Re: 


demprion by the Incarnation of 


the 
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God : That he ſhould aeign to 
have ſuch a regard to us in our 


low condition, and to take onr 


_ Caſe ſo much to heart as to think 
_ of redeeming and faving Man: 
kind from that depth of milery 


into Which we had plunged our 
{elves; and to do this in lo won- 
derful and aſtoniſhing 2 manner : 
Thar God {ſhould employ his eter- 
nal and only begotten Son, who 
had been with him from all Erer- 
nity , .partaker of his Happinels 
and Glory, and was God of God, 
to ſave the Sons of men by ſo 1n- 


.hnite and amazing a condeſcen-_ 


tion : Thar God ſhould vouch- 


| fake to become man, to reconcile 


man to God: That he ſhould 


come down from Heaven to 


Earth, tro raiſe vs from Earth to 


Heaven : That he ſhould aflume 


OUT 
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- our vile and frail and mortal na 
- ture, that he might cloarh us wit 
glory and honour and 1MmMorta 
ity : That he ſhould luffer Deat! 
ro lave us from Heil, and {he 
his blood to purchale <armal Re 
demption for WE 
For certainly the greater thi 
Perion 1s that was employ ed it 
_ this merciful Deſign , lo muci 
the greater is the condelcention, 
and the love and goodnels exprel: 
{ed init ſo much the more admi: 
cable: That the Son of God 
ihould ſtoop from the height of 
Glory and Heppirel to the low: 
elt degree of abalement and ro 
the very depth of miſery for out 
iakes, who were ſo mean and 
inconfiderable; {o guilty and ob- | 
nox10us to the ſeverity of his ju- 
- tice, (o al:ogether unworthy of 
his grace aad fayour, and lo very 
__ unwilling 
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reiped i not : To his own Crea- 


TUES, and they did not own and 


o 


acktowledge their Maker z to his 
own Na tion and Kindred, and 
they del ipited * im and eſtecined 
him nor. 
God ſhould be lo mindtul of him); 

or the Son of man, that the Son 
of God thould come down from 
Heaven to viht him, in fo mucl: 
humility and condefcenſton, and 
with {o mach kindnels 

1ſon ? 


2nd com- 


Blelled God and Saviour or 


Mankind ! What ſhall we render 


to thee for {uch mighty love, tor 
\uch ineſtimadle benekts as thou 


haſt purcnas' a far us and art ready 
(O conier pon 1 is 2 Whar ſhall We 


j- ; 


i , bay 
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_ lay to the e: O thou preleryer Ih 


tover of Souls, {o often as we ap- 
proach thy H. Table, there to com- 
memorate this mighty love of 
thineto us, and to partake of thole 
invaluable bleſſings which by thy 
precious bloodthedding thou haſt 
obtained for us ? So often As we 


there remember , that thou waſt 


_ pleaſed to allume our mortal Na- 
rure, on purpole to live amonglt 


us ws our ini{truction, and for our 
example, and to lay down thy 
life for the redemption of our 


Souls and for the expiation of our 


Sins; and to take part of fleſh and 
blood that thon mich hed It for 
our ſakes : What affeCtions ſhould 


thele thoughts raiſe in us ? What 
Vows and teloturicns ihould they 


engage us In, 6 os love, 
and gratitude, and obedience to 


thee the moſt gracious and 


molt 
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—t glorious Redeemer of Man 


kind 2. 


And with wha: Religious So- 


lemnity ſhouid we, more eſpe- 
cially ar this Fime, celebrate the 
hrcarnation aid Birth of the Son ot 


God by giving praiſe and glory to 


God m the higheſt, and by all poſſ1- 
ble demonſitration of coarity and 
o0od-will to men ?. And as he was: 


pleaſed wo allume our Nature lo 
ould we, elpetial ly at this Sea- 


lon, pat onthe Lord Jeſus ( briſt, that 


is, ſincerely embrace and practiſe 


his Religion , making no provijaon 


for the fleſh to Fulfill the luſts thereof : 


And now that the Sun of Righte- 


mſneſs is riken upon the World, we 
ſhould walk as Children of the light, 


_ and demean our ſelves decently as m 
the day, not wt rioting and drunkenne[s, 


nt in chamber? ind wantonneſs , 
wot in ſtrife and onvy.: And ſhonld 
E.-4 be 
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ſelves ng in and < >enjuality, upon 


rh15 Very ile ration thar the 
Son hath pu = ch? an honour and 


ig ty Upon us : - We {hould re- 


ence that Nature which wm 
dtu not dildain to aflime and ti 
inhabit here- oa Earth, and in 
RY he now glorioutly reigns in 
eaven, atthe nighe hand " an 
Father, to whom be g zlor) for ever ans 
cYer. + Amen. 
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Joun I. 14. 
The Word was made fleſh. 


Proceed now to profecure the 
third Corollary or Concluſion 
& which does neceflarily fol- 
low from the deſcription which 
St. John in the beginning of his 
Gf gives of the Word, and 
which 1 have lo largely explain'd 
inthe foregoing Diſcourſe : And 
it was this, FT. 
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bleneſs, and mn ewile > The ATOMS 


oi the New 7 ro met, 


Fas ; 1} T-Y " 
J ff. Jy any Chrijt:g! Wrirep 
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S£772200 II. Concerning rhe 


. It is very evident what it was | 


tat forc'd Socinus to lo Qtrain'd | 


and violen: an interpretation of | 


this Paſſage of . the ExangenE, 


_ namely, that he plainly ſaw how | 

much the obvious, and natural, 
and generally received interpre-/ 
ration of this Paſſage, in all Ages | 


ot the Cbriſti m C| arch down ro 


13 time, flood inthe way of his. 
Opmin, of Chr iſt's being a mere | 


man, which he was fo toad of, 


ted, unlels he would either have 


denicd the Divine Authority of. 
St. 7olm's Goſpel, or elle could ſuf - | 
plant the common interpretation | 

of thi; Paſſage by putting a quite | 


diflerent ſenſe upon it ; Which | 


ſenſe hecould findno way to [up- 
pore withour ſuch pitiful and 


wretched ſhifrs, ſuch precarious 


and arbitrary Suppoſitions \4S:2 


| IN al 


and auld: of neceſſity have quit- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| God made the World . they tell 
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Len 


8 | man of {o {11 arp A Reaſon kd 
3 jadgme: Jt as Socinns, | could not, 
| thought, have ever been driven 
to. Bur neceſſity hath no Laws 
| either of Reaſon or Modeſty, and 
| he whotsrelolved to maintain an 
| Opinion whici he hath once ta- 
| ken up mult tick at nothi: 58, but 


mult break throus h all difhculries 


. 
—  —  —— — ——— 
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| thar | tand 1 In N 11S way : "And io che gs 
Soctnutans have here done, as will, 
[ hope, maniteſt] Ly appear. in ha 
Z follewing Diſcourt ic. 


They grant that by the Word is 


| here meant Chriſt, by whom God 
| ſpake and declared his mind and 
uy wo the World; which they 
| make to be the whole reaſon of 
h | thar Name or Title of the Word 
| which 1s here given him, and not 
becauſe by Him God made the 


World : For the Word by which 


LS, 


nd 


EE Ln I IA eG e AI. * Gl tA — 


Oy TEFAIER a HIAIEes.  — 27 9>  A,  eIr 4 ws. ew 


- Conce! erning the 
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us, Was nothing br the powerful 


Command of God. and not 2 


Perſon who was defign'd to be 
the Meſſias. And becauſe, as I. 


have they'd before, the ancient 


Zews do make frequent mention. 


of this Title of the Wordsf God by 


whom they lay God made the World, 


and do likewiſe apply this Title 


rorhe . WH eſſ tas ; : therefore to avoid 
LES, Schlic CINCH {avs th at tne Chal- 
ace Fa araphr afts, Jon: han andOnkelos, 
do 10! Mm: 221MCsS put the Word of Goa 


for God, by a Metonym y of rhe Eftect 
tor the Cauſe ; but then he con- 
ndently denies that they do any | 
where diſtinguiſh the Word of God 


from the Pe rſon of God, as they 
acknowledge thar St. 7ohn here 


does ; nor fo they, ſays he, un- 


derit: und by the Word of (God | the E 


Meſſin, but on the contrary do 
Fes: the Word of Ged to the Meſ- 


fas 


T0 © WOT TE enero vere oo are 5 y ; 
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has: : All which is 5 malt evidently 


contut ed by that paſſage e winch L- 


cred betore out of the Taroum of 


Jonathan, Po ARE RIEL words 


CONCerning the Meſſias ) T be "i -ord- 


ji unto my Lord, &c. thus, The 
Lord {aid unto bis W ord, f f/2044 OH 
my ri oh1 hand, &c. Where You ice 


| both thar the Word of God is plain- 
ly ail inguiſh'd from God, and 


that it 15 the i ie 21VEn tO the 


Mejſias Which re. the two: 


t 


things \ \ hich Sc! ie Ciet "{ {4.5  GQOtN 10 


confidently deny. | 
This che! a Deing agree don all. 


hands, LNAt by the TH ord St. John 
means the Meſſ ias, i ſhall in the 


1ext place ſhew by what {trained 
and forc'd arts of interpretation 


the Socinicns endeavour to avoid 
the Plain and necellary conle- 


oe ence irom this PAs of Saint 


DL Se 117, Ah d 
fobn, namely that the Word had an 


CX- 


- — —— _ > 


” Oy _—— 
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FIT hence before he was made » fl off 


and born of the B. Virgin his Mo- ; 


Laer. 
This then in ſhore 1s the inter- 
Pretation whici they. give of this 
Pailage, than which 1 think no- 
thing can be more unnatural and 
Y jOIcnt. | E- 
In the bezinnins, This they will 

by no means Kao eto reier to the 
(. reation of the World, age to the 
begianing of the Goſpel, that 1s, 
when the Goſpel farſt began to be 
publi{h'd then was ( brift, and not 
betore: And he wa with God, that 
15 5 ap Socmnus, Chrijt as he was the 
Vord of God, that i is, the Goſpel of 
Chi which was afterwards by 
him revealed to tie World was 
Hiſt only known to God :; Bur all 


this being lomewhar hard , firſt 
LO inderftand by the bevining not | 
the begyming of the IVorld bur of | 


the. e | 


Divinity of Our  B. Sotagy. 


oe cn warty» to 


he Gofpet and then by the Word 


- which was with God to underſtand 
the Goſpel which before it was re- 


vealed was only known to God ; 


they have upon ſecond thought: - 


found out another meaning of 
thoſe words, Ad the Word was rh 
oe that is faith Schlifimgimns , 

(br ii was taken up by God into 


Heaven, and therc inſtructed in 


the mind and will of God, and 


from thence ſent down HSE the 
World again tO declare 1 it to Man- 


kind. 


And the Word was God, hs is 
lay they, Chriſt had the Honour 
and Title of God conferr'd upon 


him, as Magiſtrates alſo have, 


who” in the Sc; ipture are called 
Gods : He was God, not by Natnre 


- but by Office and by Divine con- 
| ſitution and \ppointment, 


All 
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the generality of Chriſtians did ſo 
underſtand this Paſſage , as to 


colle&t from it as an undoubted 
Point of Chriſtianity, that the Word 
had a real exiſtence before he was 
born of the B. Pireom. 

And thus not only the Ortho- 
dox Chriſtians, but even the Arians, 
and Amelius the Platoniſt, who was 
a more indifferent judge than ei- 


| therof them, did underſtand this 


Paſlage of St. John , without any 


| thought of this invention that he 


{pake not of the old, but of the 


©, | new Creation of the World by Jeſus 
| Chriſt, and the Reformation of 
Mankind by the preaching of the 
| Goſpel : Which Idare fay no indit-. 
| ferent Reader of Sr. John, that 


had not been prepoſleſsd and by- 
a(s'd by ſome violent prejudice 


| would ever have thought of. 


F And 


Sermon |. Cc oncer nin Th the 


Tenatins, Juſtin Martyr, 


Origen himſelf y 


And farely it ought ro bs Ve- 


ry conſiderable in this Cale, that 


the moſt ancient Chriſtian Writers, 
ras, Frendus, [ ertullian, and even 


Father of Interpreters, are moſt ex- 
prels and poſitive in this matter. 


. For Jonatins was rhe Scholar of 


Apoſtles ; 


 Polycarp, who was a Diſciple of 
St. John; and Juſtin raked iived 


in the next Age to that. of the 


in his Comments upon Scripture 
ſeems to have. coniidered all 
the Interpretations of thoſe Fe: 
were before him : So that if 
this, which Socinus is ſo con- 
hdent is the true fenle of 


St. John, had been any where ex+ 
he would not probably 


rant , 
have omitted It ; nay rather 


would 


Atbenags 


who 15 called the. 


and Oren was a man of 
1afinne learning and reading, and 


_neſgof it, 


things very wonderful, 
molt incredible: 
*who lived fo NE near St. John's 


_- 
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would certainly have mentioned 
it, it for no other reaſon, yer for 
the {urpriſing novelty and i{trange- 
with which he was apt 
to be over-minch delighted. 

So that if this interpretation of 
Socinus be true, here are two 
_ and al- 


that thoſe 


Time, and were moſt likely to 
know his meaning, as. Iynatins , 


Tuſtin Martyr, &c. {hould lo wide- 


ly miſtake it : And then, thar the 
whole Chri/tian World ſhould for 
{0 many Ages rogether be de- 
ceived in the ground and founda-_ 
tion of ſo 1 important an Article of 
Faith, if it were true; or if it 


were or, ſhould be led into lo 
- groſs and dangerous-an Error as 
this muſt needs be, if (brit had 
n0 real exiſtence before' he was 

F 2 


born 


NT OE en re thee 


WF" e——_ TWo—n_ w_ > $- 
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born into the World :. And which p” 


would be neceflarily conſequent 


upon this, that no man did under: 


8 Rand this Paſſage of St. John aright 


deration alone, if there were no 


J 
[ 
before Socmws. This very conſt 
other, were {ufhcient to ſtagge * 


any prudent man's belief of thi: þ 


interpretation. ED Ob. 

And as to the Novelty of it, 7 
Socinus himielf makes no difhcul. ' 
ty ro ownit; nay he ſeems rathe # 
to rejoice and to applaud himlſel kt 
in wr. - Unhappy man ! that wi pl 
to wedded to his own Opinio hi 
that no Obje&@ion , no dithculn 
could divorce him from it. _ © 

And for this I refer my ſelf 1 © 


_ his Preface to his Explication of 


this firſt Chapter of St. John's Gl the 
ſpel ; where you ſhall find the} Ui 
words concerning thePaſlage no ſo 
in controverſy, quorum Verus ſenſ | ihe 
on 


—_— 


h 
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onmiun pr orſus, qi quidem extarent, 


explanator es aſt Videtur, the true 


rt. ſenſe of which words, ſays tie: ſeems 


ht 
{1 


ne 


gel 
thi: 


 autem hoc loco ſabi velit Johannes, 4 _ 


it. 
cul: 


the 


(el 


WY 


1110! 
cult 


know of , 


t9 have been hid from all the Expoſi- 
tors that ever were extant : And up- 
on. thoſe words, y. 10. He was in 


the World, and the Fr orld was made by 


him, he hath this expreſſion, quid 


nemme quod ſciam adbuc refe expoſt- 
twn fuit , but what St. Tohn means 
mn this place Was never yet, that I 
by any' mm rightly exo 
plain'd : And Schl; iAimgius after 
him , with more confidence bur 
much leſs decency, tells ns, that 


concerning the meaning of thole 


{1 Expreſſions, im the bepinning, and 
»n .0f thoſe which follow concerning 
. (the Word, the ancient Interpreters 
the did ab Apoſtoli i menite delirare, went 
> noh/ofar from the Apoſtle's meaning as if 


ſen in bad ray'd and been out of their 


F1 


wits : 


i " coy 
—_—_— 0 — K— 


R—__ -  —_— a —— 4 
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as <w—C—e cw. 
— ——_ LES 


wits Y Whic! 1 is fo extravagantly 
{2id, and with ſo much contempr 
of thole great and venerablc 
Names, whe were the chief Pio- 


_ pagaters of (hriſtanity 1n_ the 
World, and to whom all Ages do 
to juſtly pay a reverence, that no-. 


thing can be {aid 1n excuſe of him 
but only that ir is nor uſial with 


him to fall into ſuch raſh and 
rude EXPRcTiony. But the man 


was really pinch'd by fo plain and 


preſſing a Fer and where Rex- 
ſon is weak and blunt. Paſſion 


muſt be wherred, the only wex- 
pon that is lefr when Reaſon fails 
AndI always take it for granted, 
that no man is ever Angry with 


his Adverlary but for want of 1 
| better Argument to ſupport his 


Cauſe, 


And yet to do right to the Wri- 


ters on that ſide, I muſt own that 


gene 


mo!t 


_— — —— © CC IEC mgm 
Oe —_ . 


 Divini ity of our B. Saviour. 


wigs — - -_ --——_— TT ——_——t — 


generally rey are ;Parrern of the. 
1tins, and of de- 


F-1- wn '4Y. Ol 'd1{p1 

hes CD AST. Do | 

DAL riatters Or- IN CITLOU WIE 

out hear and uo 
«7 ' . Rs OT LD . 

upon ther. Advertarics , - In The 

number of whom [did not expect 


that the Primitive Fathers of the 


Chriſtin Church would have been 
reckoned by t them. They gene- 


rally argue matters witi that iem- 
per and gravity, 2nd with that 
treedom trom paſſion and tranl- 


port which becomes a {erious and 


And for th 

part they reaſon clolely and 
clearly, with extraordi! nary guard 
and caution, with great dexterity 
and decency, and yet with ſnart- 
neſs and | Ubcilry enough 3 with a 
very gentle heat, and few hard 
words : Vertues to be prailed 
whereever they are found , yea 
even in an Enemy, and very 


weighty Argument : 


cem!y reflections 


worthy 


- the 


[ _ 
. ' 
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W TIES our imitation : In a Word, 


they are the ſtrongeſt managers of f 
2 weak Caule and which is ill. 


founded at the bottom, thac per: 
haps ever yet medled wich Con- 
rroverſy : Infomuch that ſome of 
the Trotefrants and the generality 
of the Popiſh Writers, and even ol 


_ the Jeſuits themf Ives who pretend 


to all the Reaſon and ſubrilty | in 
the World, are in compariſon of 


them but mere Scolds and Buneleys: 


Upon the whole matter, they 


have bur this one great defed 
that they want a good Cauſe and 


Truth on their Side ; which if 


they had, they have Reaſon, and 
Wit, 2nd temper enough to de- 


fend 1 IC 


Bur to return to the buſineſs. 
That which I urge them withall, 
and that from their own conſeſ.| 
Hon, 15 this, that this interpreta- 
| "TIO 


—_— 


Or 
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tion of theirs 1s  parſeRly new, 


2nd unknown to the whole Chri- 


fllan World before Socinus ; and 


for that reaſon, in my opinion, 


- AOL ro ve bra 0d of : Becaule 1 = - 


15 in eflect to lay that the Chriſtian 


Religion, 1n a Point pretended on 


both Sides to be of the greateſt 


moment , was never rightly un-. 


derftood by any fince the Apoſtles 


days, for fifteen hundred years, to- 
: gether: And which makes the 


matter yet worſe, that the Religion 


wp es wy actyw.ows ys, 


Oe NS I. ano ot et — 


which was particularly deſign'tto | 


overthrow Polytheiſm and the beliet 
of more Gods, hath, according to 
them, been {o il] caught and ut RR 


tood by Chriſtians for fo many 
| Ages together, and almoſt from 
the very beginning of Chriſtianity, 
as does neceſlarily infer a Plurali- 
.| ty of Gods : An inconvenience 10 
great 25 no Caule, how plaulible 

loever. 


wy 


a” o—_ —  ———— ” 
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EE 


loever it may otheriviſe appear, 
ks able to ſtand under and co l[u-_ 


{tain the weight of it. 


For thisthe Soc: 'Mians obiet tou 


at every turn, as the unavoidable 


conſequence of our interpretation. 
of this Paſlage of 5 Se. John, aad of | 
all other Texts of Scripture produ- | 


ced by us to the ſame purpole, 


notwithſtanding that this incer- | 


PrEAOen hath obtain'd in the 
Chriſtian Church tor io many 
Ages : Now whoſoever can be- 
Hoo that the Chriſti. Religion 
hath done the Work for which it 
was principally deſign'd (o Sore 
ctually, mult have \ very little 1 


verence for it, nay it muſt b- F 


marvelous civility in him if he be- 


lieve ic at all. All that can be. 


{41d in this C Cale 1s, that it pleaſes 


God many times to permit men 


to hold yery incon(iRent things, 
| ang 
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and which do in truth, though 
they themlſclves diſcern it nor, 


moſt effectually overthrow one 
Fl another, 


 Sccondly, another lakes p pre- 
judice againſt this Interpretation 
1s th1s, thar according to this rate 
of liverty in interpreting Scripture, 
it will {fipnify very Intle or no- 
thing, when any Perſon or Party 
is concern'd to oppoſe any Do- 
&rine contained in 1t; and the 
plaineſt Texts for any Article of 
Faith, how fundamenrta] and ne- 
ceſlary ſoever, may by the ſame 
arts and ways of interpretation 


be eluded and render'd urterly 


ineffeftual for the eſtabliſhing of 
it: For example, If any man 
had a mind to call in queſtion 
that Article ot the Creed concerning 
the Creation of the World, why 
might he not, according, to S9- 


cinus 


i” 
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a Rn ee es o 


and interpret the Creation of the 


cinus his way of interpreting 


St. John, underſtand the firſt Chap- 


ter of Geneſis concerning the begin: 


ning of the Moſaical Dilpenlation, 


Heaven and the Earth to be the In- 
{tirution of the Jewiſh Politie and 
Religion, as by the new Heavens 
and the new Earth they pretend 1s 


to be underſtood the new State of 


things under the Goſpel : ? And why 


Dr. Stilling- 

fleet, now 
_ Biſhop of 

. Worceſter. 


may not the ( haos [1gnify that 


ſtate of darkneſs and ignorance in 
which the World was before the _ 


giving of the Law by Moſes ? and 


loon; asa very learned Divine of 


our own hath ingeniouſly ſhewn 


more at large. 
There is no end of Wit and 


' Fancy, which can turn any thing 


any way, and can make whatever 


they pleaſe to be'the meaning of 


any Book, though never ſo con- | 
trary | 


_ Ll ds 4 a+ — w SSH 
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rrary ro the plain deſign af it, 
and to that ſenſe which at the firſt 


* hearing and reading of it is obvi- 
ous to every man of common 


ſenſe. 


And this, in my opinion, S9- 
cinus hath done in the Caſe now 
before us, by impoſing a new and 
odd and violent ſenſe upon this 


Paſlage of St. John, dire&ly con- 


rrary to What any man would 
imagine to be the plain and ob- 
vious meaning of it, and contra- 
ry likewiſe to the ſenſe of the 
Chriſtian Church in all Ages down 
to his Time ; who yet had as 
great or greater advantages of 
underſtanding St. John aright , 


and as much integrity as any man 


can now modeltly pretend to : 


And all this only to ſerve and 


ſupport an Opinion which he had _ 
entertain'd before, and therefore 


WAas 


. Wo "8 wr G ad X 


- Sermon Il. Concerning the 


IAASSn oo, 


was reſoly'd one way or other to 
the Scripture to comply 


bring 
with it: And if he could not 
have done 1t, it 1s greatly 
feared that ks would art laſt have 

called in queſtion the Divine Au- 


thority of St. John's Golpel rather 


than have quirted his Opinion. 
And to {peak freely, I muſt 


needs lay that it ſeems to me a. 
- much fairer way to reject the Di- 
vine Authority of a Book, than to 


ule it (o dſingenuouſly and to 


wrelt the plain expreſſions of it 
with ſo much ſtraining and vio- 


lence from their moſt natural and 
obvious ſenle : 


berty be once admitted, . withour 
regard tothe plain Scope and Oc- 
cafion of it to play upoa the words 


and phraſes with all che arts of 


Critts 


to be 


For no Doctrine 
whatſoever can have any certain 
toundation in any Book, if this li- 
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Criticiſm and with all the variety 
of Allegor) which a brisk and live- 
ly Imagination can devile : Which 
lam lo far from admiring in the 
expounding of the Holy Scriptures, 
that | am always jealous of an 
oyer-labour'd and far fetch'd in- 
 terpretarion of any Authour what- 
loever. 
 1I%vo readily grant that the So. 

can Writers have managed the 
Caule of the Reformation againſt - 
the Innovations and Corruprions 
of che Church of Rome both in 
Doctrine and Pridiice, with great 
 acutenels and advantage i In many 
reſpects; Bur I am ſorry ro have 
uſe to lay that they have like- 

\ wiſe pur into they hands better 
| and ſharper weapons than ever 
| they had before for the weakning 
| and undermining ci tne Auhorts 
ty of the H; Scriptures, which Sos 
| 611145 
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Sermon II, Cor oncerning the 


cinus lead na " in the general 


ſtrongly aſſerced, had he not by a 


dangerous libertyof impoſing a fo- 

reign and forc'd ſenle upon parti 
cular Texts brought the whole | into 
_ Uncertainty. | 
Thirdly, which is as Snider 


ble a prejudice againſt this new 
interpretation. of this Paſſage of| 


St. Jobn as either of the former, | 


before his Incarnation, does not 


rely only upon this ſingle Paſſage | 
of Sr. John , bur is likewiſe con-| 
firmed by many other Texts of the| 


New Teſtament conſpiring in the 
{ame ſenſe and utterly incapable 


of the 1 interpretation which Socius 


C1Ves of IC. 


 T&ndhe would be lad: to law: 


ic raken for grant? -d that this 


the only Text in the New Teſtament 


0 | 


ſhall endeavour to ſhew that this 
Point, of the exiſtence of the Word| 


 B. OY _ ., 


——IY —_ Tr we D——— . 


en] vo T TIRE Oar wy 


| Divinity of 0 0uY B. Saviour. 04 


—_ 


-” wes CO ee co —oo—_—— Cr WIR. oem 


—— — 


\| to chis purpole : And hernfors he 
a fays very cunningly, that this Do- 
\.  Qrine of the exiſtence of the Son 
5, of God before | his Incarnarion is 
0. 100 great a Doctrine to be efta- 
"| bliſh'd upon one lingle Text: 
| And this is ſomething, 1f it were _ 
w| true that there 1s no other Text. 
of in the New Teft. ment that does 

[| plainly deliver the ſame {cnle : 
is] And ver this were not ſufficient t 


_.y , CY ifY I tk; ; A ea [ ” 

1d bri 7g 1N QuUEition tne Doctr! ine de- 

; & : 
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4 I: 11 © God ' 1 O pi it W1i1 4 t1ODC 
| ds p 
n.| be. acknowiedse g to be a very 


he wW C15 Fg E Is £114 3d UMcne cal Por $48 of 
hel Religion , and Lye: Lam very much 


Je mil laken' ti there be any ie 
77h LS Thar bo + the whole Bible that 


ſays fo, and that Text is only 1n 
vel. St. Jobn's Goſpel. I know it may 
| be faid, that from the light of na- 
1; fatal Reaſon it may be ſufficiently 
5 STD | PING Drov 'd 


a I a _ ag, _ ; ,- 
- an * _m_—_—_ oP 4 ee - a 
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one Text to tins napole - - Watch 
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Sermon It Concerni: ing hs 


OED 


orov 4 that God 34 Spirit : Bur 


ſurely Socinus of all men, cannot 


{ay has with a 200d grace; be- 
cauſe he denies that the exiſtence 


ofa God can be known by 1 natural. 
light wi irhout Divine Revelation: 


And if jt cannot be known þ 
y 


natural light that there 154 God, 
- much leſs can. it be known BY 


natural light what God is, whe 
ther a Spirit Or a ww ay. 

And' yet afcer all it 
from being Sable ae 
yet he thought fit to infinuate by 
way of excuſe { torthenovelty and 
boldneſs of his interpre ration ; of 


Which any onethat reads him may 
fee that he was luffic 


RP confſei- 


} 


PAK 
i% 
! > 
ous to! rimlelt, a: 1d thereiore was. 
| ; TE GL 
fo wile as to enceavour by. this {| 
inſinuacion ro provice and lay it 
os {t 4 } - «4 © 4 Ir 0 et Go 
aAZan I. 7Y 4 [\ 'B 41% \-1 |» LS CG 4:3 J® 
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er reaſoi which very crch; in= 
clines me to believe thar Socinms 
was the firſt Author of this inter- 


pretation, becauſe it ſeems to me 


next to impoſſible that a man, of _ 
lo good 21 underſtanding Is he 
was, could ever have been Is fond 


"of fo ill favour'd a Child if it had 


' not been his own, And yet I do 


not at all wonder that - his Fol- 


lowers came 1n to it ſo readily, 


{1nce they had him in fo great 2 
veneration, it being natural to all 
\ Sefts to admire their AHMaſter ; be- 
| fides that I donbt not but they 
| were. very glad to have fo grea 
an Authority as they chouohe him 
to be, to vouch for an interpreta- 
| tion which was lo {eaſonably de- 
16d for the re lief of their Canſ 
in fo much danger ro be over- 
thrown by a Text that was {o plain 
and tull : againſt them, 


{ OFF? And | 
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2 A990 how fetls Sround theres 13 —# 
for tnis. Inf NUAHiOn , that this Is 45:0 
| the only Text 19 the New Teſtament L 

to this purpole, | ſhall 10w ſthew 


from 42 multitude. ot: Fes Texts 
.to the lame lent: and purpole 


Fat 


W ith th 15 Z mr ave of St. 7ol MN. And | *... 
I ſhiil rank them under two! 
Heaas. 


| 
=; | 
Firſt, Thoſe which exprelly aſ- | 
{ert rhe ng f God to have been, | | 
and to have been in Heaven with 

God, an 4 partaker with him 1n| 
his Glory , betore his Incarnation | 


PE 


and appearance in the World. | 
Secondly, T hote which affirm | 

that the World ey all Creatures | 

 whatioever were made by him, | 


{. Thoſe 7 exts which exprelly 
aſtert the Son of God to have been, | 
and to have been in Heaven with God. | 

| 
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is and þ. irtaker with hy in_h#s Glory, 
is before by Licarnation and appeaa PaNICe Ut 
1t the World. | Es, 
ny __MNomathatb aſcend: d into Feave 1, Yolin's 2126 
ts but be that came down from Heavett, 
fk the Son of man who is il Heaven © 
4d Where the Son is ſid a tO HAVE.come 
»y down from Heaven, wm reſpect ot 
the Union of Rus Divinity wit 
human Mature and his ipecial re- 
C fidenceint TG below : And yct 
1. |  heis faid foto hz AVE Comme e down from 
þ | Heavpen AS {tl} LO 6; 11 7, 2 VEN- 2+ "IC 
in| that came down jrom #eavyen, the 
On | - $01 of AH Who £ (Hi LE VEN, that 
4-15-40 repect oi his Divinity by 
m | wich he is every-1 Were [16 eleat-: 
&s | 4ud he that came doin fro1z + Heaven 
is here called the Son of man, Dy 
_ the ſame Figure that his Blood is 
ly] elſewhere called the Blood of God, Ads 20,2 
n,| the Apoſile aſcribing thar to one 
Nature which is. proper to the. 0- 
1d | | GG ' Je -- ther; 


© be 
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ther : This we «rake to be the aol 
natural and eafie lenſ ſe of thisText, 
and molt agreeable to the tenour 
of the New - Teſtament, 


Again; What and if Je ſhall fee 


the Son of man aſcend up where he was _ 


before * So that if he really aſcended 


#þ into Heaven after his Reſurre- 


&tion, he was really there before 
his LT 


Befo, e abraham was, ſays Our 


B. SdYaour , 1 am ; the obvious. 


enſe of which words is, that be 


had a real exiftence before Abra-. | 


ham wa: actiua Ily In Being. 

Again it 1s Grad. that Jeſus knoWs 
ins that the ather bad #1ven all things 
into his hands, and that he was come 

from God, an. 1 went t0 God, GCC. 
And gains : For the Fath Ver bin 
ff .oveth 3ou, becauſe ye loved me, 
and have believed that T came out from: 


Cod, Tcame forth from the Father, 


bY 
AFL 


gage ans I... as 


on wa 1 
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_ and am come -uto the World, Pa T7 


leave the World, and 9oto the ather : 
This was lo very pla in, that his 


Diſciples who were (low enough of 


apprehenſion | in other things, did 
naderſtand this fo well that upon 


| this declaration of his they were 
convinced of his Unnuſcience, which 
15 1 imcommunicable Property of the 


Divinity : For fo it immediately 
follows, His Diſciples ſaid unto bm, 
Lord, now ſpeakeſt thou plamly and 


| ſpeakeſt no Parable : Now are we 


ſure that thou knoweſt all thinks, and 
needeji not that any man {ould asK 


7 
[7 
[/ 


"thee: By thes ave believe that thou 


cameſt forth from God. So that either 


this which I have all along decla- 
| red muſt be the meaning of. onr. 
_ Savionr's words, or elle bis Difct- 


ples were arofly miſtaken and did 


not underitand ſim at Lok |: And 
.1to'; then ſurely our Savicur be- 


G Fare 
4 | "SCH 
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| fre Sy tad Droc ceeded any forther 


would We Lhe aha their mi- 


{take and have ſer rhem right | in 


this matter : Bur lo far is he from 
do oing that, that em 
to have underitood him aright : 


For thus it foilows, Jeſus anſwer 7a 


them, Do Je now believe ? as it ne 
had fad, 1 am glad that you a 

at laſt convinc'd and &o elievs Ve 
that 1 came from God, and mult 
return to 's m; and that { know all 
this, which none but God can 
do. Is.it now poſiin'c tor any 


man to read this Paſſave and) YET 
not to be-convinced thar the Di/ 


_ LNG te rftood our AERIE: to 
lceak I1ccrally : ? Bur if his mean- 


ins Was 2s the Sociaians would | 


make us believe, then the Diſciple; 


did perfe&tly mi PE Ie words; 


tc contrary whereof 15 1 think 
.» | ' Me: IO Y j 
very plain and evident beyond all 
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PAVe tooked HOO. and Ul? DANG: 492 


bandled of tt 'g ly ord of ti For tis 


rify NIC with E118 6WN feif, | with the Fe 
glory which I had 11th thee beture ce 

World 144: this ſurely is 500 fo: 0- 

ken of his beins with God after his 
Incarnation, and bejore þhj: en- 
trance upon his s publick M.; 1try : 

They have not | thick the face ro 
underitand = s expreſſion, before 

the World 1 of the new. Gre 

On, bur ao ode aVOLir tO avoir 

t another way, which I 1hall 
conlider by and by. 

And.a lictle afrer, { have orven vx. 

them the words I0GE; {hots Viz ME, 

md they have received them, aud _ 

known afſuredly that -7 [ cate 0 from tree, 
and that thou didſt fend me. 
__ Again, That Which was from the 3 


90 
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a 


life was ma, uſeſted, and we have ſeen 
it, and bear witneſs and ſhew unto you. 
that eterna i [Lt fe, for lo he calls the , 
Sou. of God, which 10.48 with the Fa: 


j 
ther, cnd was ma mifeſt ed 1i9 48. 


_A:d that he was aeouly' with 
God before he aſſured human | 
- NABRE, bur alſo was really God, | 
5, Of, Paul tells us: "Ta this mund be [ 


in you, wiich hw; alſo m Chriſt Jeſus, 
who being 1 #1 the form of (od 7 X (- 


 Traluuor iyyoru ts wy not arrogate to hime | 
ſelf to bee 14.10 ' With God, that 1 15, he | 


made no oftentation of his Divi- 
nity : For this I take to be the 

true meaning of that Phraſe, both 
becauſe it 1s ſo uſed by Plutarch, 
and becauſe it makes the fenſc 


- much more ealte and current, 


_ thus, who bemg in the form of God, 
did not aſſume an equality with God 
that i5, he did not appear in the 


Glory of his Divinity, which was 


bid 


— —— 


was 


EEE 
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md being found in faſhion as a man, 


| or inthe habir of a man, he became 
| obedient to the death, &c, So that 
if his bem made 11 the likeneſs and 

| faſhion of a m1 does ſignify that he 
| was really Man by his Incarna- 
| tion, then {urely- his bemg m the 
| form of God when he cook upon 


e | him the. Frſhion and likeneſs of man 


and the form of Servant or Slave, 
mult jn all reaſon l19nify that ha 


was really { (God yk etore he became 


Man : For which reaſon the ſame 
Avoſtle did not doub: to lay, that 


| God Was manifeſted in the fl, ſh. 


And now | hope that I have 
made it fully appear that the be- 


—_ 


ginnt ing of oy tohn $s Goip: lis not 


tne <i 29tc and only Text upon 


which 


hid under a Veil of human fleſh 
and emuas Bhs But he emptied himſelf, 
and took upon him the form of a ſervant, 

: and was made im the likeneſs of men, 


i6, 
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which ve .gro ind-+ this great Do- 
&rine as Socinus calls it, and as} 
we really elteem 1t to be : For] 
you fee that.I have produced a | 
great many more 


© 4 
dint and force whereot tne Soi: 
Mas do chucily 1 witke ule of. thelc 


two Anl WEIS. 


Firſt, To thoſe Texts which 
lay that he was in Heaven and came 


: "> 


down fre: OH. : Hea) E0, Sand GiVe this | 


anſwer ; ; 1 hactou avi our, {om 
time betore his Entrance pon [1s 
puviick Miniltry, they cannot a- 
orce preciſely when, was taken up 
into Heaven, and then and therc 


hac the Will of God reve ted to 


bias 2na was len at down from + IC1- 


Ven again to make 4, known to 


© 5 , 
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cheir joiner (Comment pon It; to 
be pur to their laſt ſhifts to avoid 
rhe force of it, Itis in the Ep:/il! 


to the Fehr aws: at the Denning | 


of tt Whe re he Apoſtle thus d de- 


Cribs the 907 of (50d; God, | |ays 7 
he, bath in theſe laſt duys ſpoken to 
11s bY ts. Son whom he hath con{t ths I 


p, 


TIE things. by W/ 2011 alſo 


(t 
; f 
1,11 


z; ot the - From hee ro 


oO this ellos ot the Goſpe! 
' 


'r J; 
þ 


C» 


above thi : LOÞ) For the Laip was 


given by . favel , burthe Goſpel by 


the \. + G1 of C (; (1 |: whole prehemi- 
Hei: Ce abo\ YL th i 4ngels he {hews 


ar large m the two firſt Ch. ;pters of 
k Gs Et: 9 oh 


1 to this end he proves the 


try Bal ts 05 the Deicrit DELON which 


hag 


(6 \MUURL TAE 2 r= o— as. 26 
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had been. gl en of him, namely, 
har. Gog had conj Ututed him heir of 2. 


Y 


ill thines, and tihar by Him he made 


: F774. 
| the Wortds. 


nomy 4 {1 ; & wh ay . : ] i ! : "# Ht + 1 
Firt, i hat God hag fs van 
1(7FL DET} of Ci &f thm? ve V1! 1S hO- 


£5 


1g | where 141d Of the Angels : Bur of 


km 10 15 [aid Fat he was mads fo 
ranch better than the Angel:, as he hath 


by mheritance hated” a more excel- 

4s lent © toy the) : The: Anvils -v. 7: 
xre only c all God's Miniſters, for 
e which the 4ooſtle cites che. words ” 
/»z! lof the Pſulmiſt; but to Chriſt he PE 104. 4. 
43 [gives the Title of his Son, 6d bar 
iſt begotten, by virtue. whereof 
he 18 beir of all thmes: For to which v. 6. 
if the Anze!s Jaid he at atty tne, tho 
art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee ? And this | will agree with 
them to be [poken of Chriſt with 
Ry reſpect wo þ o Relurcection, by 


which, 


* 
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, CITATION GUT or another | 
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which, 2s St P. ul tells us, he Was 


yawerfull declared to be the Son of 
God. T his 15 the fu rt Prerozative 


of Chriſt above the Anvels : But 


there 18 2 for greater bes behind ; 
TOrL [1C proves, 

Secondly, "F hat he had nor only 
the Title of God given ns ; bur 


f 7 
thac he was truly and really God 


Dec: wile he made the £ F /or 1 T1 F* | 
J 
L 


A 4 eOFEs abs E 
the Title of God was C1 yen mim 


ne. proves by a citation out of 


C 
(i531 { 4 'Þ 0” F 
Z £:4014HE16 og © JO ry: the O 072 he 


Wo 4” £ <' - F:- bs Chg NDS 
Wi {LE LE 1} orld L110 | () VEL 
} 


Where if > Laid O! [114i , DO, 


Lord, tn the beainuing haſt "Ee4-+f; 


foundation of tho Ears, the 


feavens are the works 6 thy | 11s * 


They ſhall periſh, &c. 


WL 


f the 
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Let vs now 


{ce MEA Schliftins 


7115 and Crell; hs 11 on this Text 


cuied ont of t Pfalmiſt 


by the 


Aj as Gokin ot Chriſt, They 


| ſay, that the Author of this 
Epiltle could not have re ferr” d 
[1 "Chr: iſt the former words of 
tis Citation, which | ſpeak of 


Heaven and. 


the Creation of 
{ = , unleſs be had taken it 
granted that Chriſt 1s the. 


ff hith God ; earl ly if 


the) | be tender ſtood, as they mfr 
necefarily be by thoſe” who 
Rs this tor granted, to be 


G.: > 


ſpoken [2 the firſf place and d:- 


Ry tt) > .OFf- 


SOUCEMIR 
r fince all the words 

"fe ES) 

Pal are ma onfeſt 


Ong, [ory 


; AnnAr [ TP | 2 L, 
jpok: 034 of the WI) F7; AFG) Goa, 
4 C3 p 
?.7 OE tt Si 7 - Wy x # $f 
tha 't Chritl x tP2L (794 ſy 
of ? 
f. 
fn f «7 lo much 4s 


fe 


* 
4 +7 4 © by Pl 
þ: x JT - 8 
7-491 Lt, b þ + x fats 7. ho) [2 # Þ 


n Ne referre qui- 
dem hec priora 
verba, de ccoeli ter- 
rxque creatione Jo- 
quentia, ad Chri- 
{tum potuiflct Au- 
tor, Nil} pro concef- 
{o ſumiiflet Chri- 
fam fe fummum 
tlim Deum.,  coelt 
&-- terre. - Creato- 
gm 3 prefertim t1 
ca, ut necefle foref, 
Primo & directe 
ad Chritium gicta 
cite cenſcas, Nam 


cuin omnia - Pſalm: 


vVcro2 maniteſie de 
Dco loquuntur,, 
Chiittum © autem 
Derm. illum <tz 
ne unico gquidem 
verbo tn toto hoc 
P{: in indicetur z'- 
nccefſe-eft-ut 11 

erba la ad Chr 


®.y F7 4 


ng: 
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 fom dire eſſe neeſſr j that if 39 ill have | #9 
: tlie rv - iT} a 
Veald, PE concer'o tÞ- qe. 19} 15 to- he dir OCi Ted t6 | \\ 
ſamas ,_ Curitium 1 | 
cfie- Dum 1iltoni Chr iſ \ you miſt take 1t for [ on 
| fam: NUEWHE hag quy9: ME” WT, that Chriſt 3 is t hat uf [0 
i Ptalmo lcrino 
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Cit. 
th 'ere ſpeaks. 


Now we wall join iltue. with th 
thele ſnrerpreters upon this Conceſ: 
fron, Viz; thar the Author of this | 
Epiſtle could not have referr'd theſe lay 
Words, which ſpeak of the Creation of ly 
 Heave N | and Earth. [0 ( briſt, without | "yl 
taxme- it: for granted that Chriſt 1 
truly that God who made the 0 
Yor [d. And Ih the Aut hor of this (5 
Fpiſtle does affirm theſe words of |'P 
the P/a miſt to be ſpoken of f Chriſt, | 
thea they muſt acknowledge] 
Chriſt to be the true God who mad:[*10 
Fleaven and Earth : But the Author | 
ot this ' Epiſtle does as evidently otf 
afim theſe words to be ſpoken Po 

fee 
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to or of Chriſt, as he does the-- 
| words of __ other Text cited in 
this Chapter : And for this I appeal 
to the common lenle of every 


man that reads them. 
Theſe Interpreters indeed. are 


| contented that” the latter part of 
this Citation ſhould be ſpoken of 


Chriſt, bur not the former : Bur _ 
why nor the rac as well as the 


latier ? when they have {0 exprel- 


ly told us thar all the words of this 


| Palm are manifeſtly fpoken of God. 
| What is the myſtery of this 2? 
| Could they not 2s eaſily have in- 


rerprered the former os which 
peaks of the Cr eation of Heaven and 


JEarth, concerning the moral World, 
Jand the »ew | yeation or Reforma- 
[on of Mankind by Jeſrs Chriſt 
[and his oof el, as well as ſo many 
other plain Texts ro the fame pur- 


[pole 2 No dot bt they could as 
| | well 


RY _— — I —— ———_ ——__ ar chris ae J 


Sermon n Concerning the 


6 Outs 10 CEL SE re ur IR — Bo 
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well kave done It, 3nd hive for: 


45 go00d p) face upon It when they | 
had done it. But why then did | 
they nor do it? It was for arealon | 


which they had no mind to tell, 
but yet is not lard to be oucfſed 
at, namely, that if they had ad- 


b 


mitted the former words to have 
Benn |POKC. of C rift they knew 
1OT what TO do \W ith the latter part | 


if this (tation They {hall periſh, 


but thor, Gr ; they {hall wax 


old as a garment, and as a Veſture | 
ſhut thor {jo i them up, and they ſhall | 
be changed, What hall periſh, and 


174. ES” J Ri be. Change e Why, 


he f:arth and the Heavy which 
the Son nad made,. tbat 1s, te 
moral! World, the Reformation of 
M: 2kin d, and the new Cr eation of | 


things | by the Goſpel . All theſe 
muſt haye undergone the ſame 
fate with the nar al World,and mull 


not | 


hats 


FI 
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not only have been defaced, but 
utterly deſtroy'd and brought to 
nothing. This they would not ſay, 
| bur they did ſee it, tho they would 
not leemto ſee it : And we may 
plataly lee by this, that they can 


interpret a Text right when neceſ(-. 


ity torceth them't tO it, and they 


_ canno: without great 1nconvent- 
ence to their Caule avoid it : Bur 


when men have once reſoly'd to 


| hold faſt an Opinion they NAVe 
:1Ken up, it then becomes not __ 


only convenieat bat neceſliry to 


underitand nothing that mates 


againlt ir: And chis is truly the 
preſent caſe : But in the mean 
time Where 13 ingenu; ty and love 


| of Iruth > 


And thus I have, with all the 
dearneſs and brevity | could, 
ſearch'd ro the very foundations 
of this new Interpretation of this 

i P aſfaze 
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Paſſage of the Evangeliſt , upon 
which the Divnuty of the OI of God 
is to firmly eſtabliſhed ; and like- 


wile of the grols milinterprera- 


tions of {eyeral other Texts ro the | 


fame purpoſe in this Evangcli/?,and 
in other Books of the New Teſta- 
ment : All which | Interpretations 
i have endeavoured to ſhew to be 


. not only contrary to the ſenſe of | 
all Antiquity, of which as Socmus | 1 


had bur little knowledge, fo he 
ieerns to have made bur lictle ac- 
count; but. to be alſo evidencly 
contrary to the perpetual renour 
and ftyle of the H. Scripture. 
Before 1 50 oft from this Ar- | 
2ument, I cannot but take notice 
of one thing \ wherein our Adverſas 
ries 1n_this Cauſe do perpetually 
olory, as 4 mighty advantage 
which they think they have over 
us in this Point of the Divinity of | y. 
- the || 


_C_— arte co 


Ro _—_ V—_— 
CP OT LS Chemaachd 
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the Son of G od, 5nd anaoany 


clearly on their Side in this ( ontro- 
yerſy, and hat the Difficulties and 
 Abſurdities are much greater and 
plainer on 017 part thanon theirs. 


| umph withouc modeſty , and 
© | without meaſure : And yer not- 
5 | withſtanding this, I am not afraid 
| here likewite to join 1ftuce with 
- | them, and am contented to have 
Y | this matrer brought to a fair Trial 
C | at the Bar of Reaſon, as well as 


r- | neral Tradition of 
ze | Church 


a > 
«1 -tron; 


the Chriſtian 
: I ſay by general Tradi- 


which next to Scripture 15 


ly | the beſt and ſureſt confirmation of 


ge | this great Point now in queſtion 
er | between us, and that which gives 
of Wit the orcatef} and trueft hs 
"e | | 2, 


23h for 
the 


in that. Hoa Point of the B. Trint- 
ty: namely, that they have Reaſon 


| Here they are pleas'd to tri- 


_ of Scripture expounded by the ge-. 


—— —O———_— ———<Wfr—_ ,{. 


OO O————_— 
—— — — ——— - 
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he right underſtanding of the 
true ſenſe and meaning of Scrip- 
ture not only in this, but in moſt 


| other important Dottrines of the 


Chr ſtian Religion. 


| am not without ſome 200d | 
hopes, I will not ſay confidence, "for | 


I never thought that to be fo Great 


5 ; 
wid, F; Vo 2 ©, 


an advantage to any Caule as 


{ome men would be glad to] 
make others believe it is, oa 
to help and ſupport a weak Argu- | 
ment by a Soo and mighty con- 


hdence : But ſurely modelty ne: 


ver hurt any Cauſe, and the confie | 


dence of man ſeems to me to be 


much like the wrath of -man, which | 
St. James tells' us worketh not the | 


righteouſneſs of God, that 1s, 1t ne- 


ver does any 5008, it never ſerves. 
any wile and real purpoſe of Re- 


ligion 


| ſay, | 


ble to examine this 
_ again, 


LY, | 


— Oberon we Eee EE I AE 
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74 ſay, 
good hopes, that I have jn the 


foregoing Diſcourſes cl Cc early ſhewn 


that the renour of Scripture and 


reneral Tr -adition are on our Side in 
this 4rownent, and therefore | ſhall. 


not need to ove my {ef the trou- 
Matrer over 


Now as to the P6iar of 1 Reaſon 


the great Difficulty and Abſurd ty, 


which they object to our Doctrime 


concerning this Myſtery, amounts 


to thus much that it 15 not only 7 


above Reaſon, bur plainly contra- 


Iy tO It, 


which they are loth ro admit any 
thing to be; this I think will bear 
no great Diſpute : Becaule if they 
would be pleaſed to ſpeak our, 


they can mean no more by this 
but that our Reaſon is not able 


23 _ fully 


I am nor without ſome _ 


As to its being above Reafim: 


JN CCCFET 


E- x 118 5 er 720% z IL, Co ONO) ning. the 


- comm. A— ——_ — —  ——  — 


- folly tO comprehend it: Bur what 
then ? > Are there no Ayteries 1h 
\ Religion? Jhat | am ſure they 
oy not lay, becanſe God whole 
infinite Nature and Perfections 


—_—_ . 


are the veryFonndation of all Re- | 


li$10n 3s FORO the greatelt Myr 
ſtery of ali other, and the moſt 1n- 
comprehenſible : But we mult not, 
nay they will nor for this 1eaſon 
deny, that therc is ſuch a Being as 


God. And therefore if there be 


AM, ſy[teries 1 in Religion, it.15 no rea- 


jonable Ob jection againſt them 


that we cannot fully comprehe ad 
them : Becauſe all Myſteries 1 


tas : | ' Sb 
what kind foever, whether in 


- 


Algion or in Nature, ſo long, 
and fo far as they are Myſteries, 
are for that very reaſon incom- 


prehenfible, 
But a urge the raatter wh 
curther , that this particular Myz 


ery 


| contrary. to 
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| ftery now under dba 1 'D plainly 
o Reaſon: And if they 
can make this good, 1 will confels 
| that they have gained a great 
_ Point vpon us. 
| are to be put in mind, that to 
S make this g00d 2painſt us they 
| milk clea ly ſhew ſome plain 


ContradieF:ion 1n this Dofrme, which 


| could never yet lee done by 
any. 
ledoe there is in the explication of 
it, in which the farther we g0, 


2 yond what God hath thought. 


fir to reveal to us in Scripture con- 
cerning 17, 


pleaſed to call an explaming of it, 


does in my apprehenſion often 


make it more oblicure, that is, lets 
plain than it was before ; which 


But then they 


Great Difficulty I acknow- 


the more we are en-. 
rangied, and rhat which men are. 


does not ſo very well agree with 


A FPrecerice of Explication. 
A-:4 


Here 


—— — — — 


—_ 
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Here then thx my foot : 


eaſed from it. 


That 4 
_ there are three Difrencen in the 
Deity, which the Scripture ſpeaks - 

_ of by the Names of Father, Son, | 

and H. Ghoſt, and every whe | 

ſpeaks of them as we uſe to do of | 
three ditinct Perſons : And there: | 
tore | lee no reaſon why in this 
Argument we {ſhould vicely ad- 
ſtain from ning the word Perſon ; 
though] remember that St, Jerome - 
does ſomervhere delfire to be ex: | 


Now concerning theſe Three | 
might in the firit place urge that 
r John 5. 7. plain and exprels Text, There are 

three that bear record m Heaven, 
Father, the Word, andthe H. Ghoſt ; 
and theſe three are one : But upon 
this | will not now inſiſt, becauſe 
it 15 pretended that 1n ſome Copte; 
ot orcatelt aniiquity this Yer/e is 
omitted ; the contrary whereof is 
: [ think 


B 
' 


| 


the 


SDS... <=. - pay: q 


| 


— 
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| chink capable of being made out 
very clearly : But this matter 


8 would be too long to be debated 


at preſent. 


However hehe thus mk 
is certain and cannot be deny'd, 


that our Saviour commanded his 


_ Apoſitles to baptize all Nations im the 


name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt : And that the Apoſtles in 
their Epiſtles do in their molt uſual 
form of Benedifion join theſe 


Three together * And it is yer 


further certain, that not only the 


| Name and Tile of God, bur the 


molt mcommunicable Properties and 
Perfefions. of the Deity, are in 
Scripture frequenily aſcribed to 
the Son and the H. Ghoſt ; one 


Property only excepted , which is 


- peculiar to the Fathey as he 1s the 
gs and Fountain of the 
Deity, that he s of hinelf- and of 


no 


Y_—_—— 5. 
| > mr tered > wo — 


- 
_ 
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| Sermon I. Concerning the 


RE ———_—_— ne ER 
—_— — — 


no ihe; which is not, nor can |! 


be [aid of the Son and H. Ghoſt. 
Now Jet any man ſhew any 


plain and downright ep aus R 
in all this; or any other Difficulty |; 
that the particular | 


beſides this, 
12anaer of che exiſtence of theſc 
three Differences or Perſons 1n the 
Divine Nature, exprels'd in Scyip 
:11e by tne Names of Father, Son, 


and H. Ghoſt, is ncompreh enſible by [c 


Our fmute Underlſtandings, and in: 
-xplic. able bY us: In which I do not 


{ce WW nat Abſurdiry there 1 IS, [19ce 


our Adverfaries cannot deny that 
many things certainly are , the 
particular manner of whole ex- 


itence we can neither compre- 


bend, nor explain. 


T 64 1s NOW lee, whether the 
Opinion of our 4 Iver: ries harh not 
Oreater Pers 11t, and more 


Abſurditics 


palpable - 


following 


from. 


LL 


4=# \g 4 
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po—_—  — 
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ind Worthip | is tO be given which 
we give to Him who is God by 


| Nature 


And can they diſcern no Diff- 
#lty, no Abjurdity in this? What ? 
no abſurdity in bringing Idvlatry by 


2 back-door into the ( br [tian Reli- 
z102,, one main Deſign whereof 
was to baniſh Idolatry our of the 


Vorld ? And will they in good 


arneft conteſt this matter with 


us, that the giving Divine Worſhip 
0 4 mere Creature 1s not laolatry ? 


And can they vindicate them- 


klves in this Point any others 
way, than what will in a great 
meaſure acquit both the Pagans 


| and 


— OS III eo 2 A = A arog. =o. wor — 


122: 
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om it. Th ey ay, has the Son 
; if God 15 4 mere ay alHrFe NOT God 
iy Nature, and yet truly and re- 
ily God by Office and by Divine 
zppointment and conſtitution ; 
0 whom the very {ame Honour 


oY 2 


"© 20-.: 
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Here then l ix my foot: Thar 1 


| there are three DO none 4 in the. 


Deity, which the Scripture [ peaks 
ot by the Names of Father, Son, 
and H. Crboje, and every here 


ſpzaks of them as we ule to do of | 


three diitinCt Perſons : And there: 


fore | lee no reaſon why in this | 


Argument we {ſhould picely ab- 


ain from ning the word Perſon ; 


| k John 7 7 


 1t 1s pretended that in fome Coptes 
ot orcatelt aniiquity this Verſe is 
omirted ; the contrary whereof is 


though remern aber rat St. Jerome 
does Tor exwherc delire to be ex- | 


culed from It. 
Now concer ca10g hel Three 1 


might in the firit place urge that 


ola and exprelſs Text, T here are 


three that bear record in Heaven, the 


Father, the Word, and the H. Ghoſt 


and theſe three are one : But upon 


this I will not now infiſt, becauſc 


think 
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| [ think capable'of being made out 
| very clearly. 


But this matter 
wer be too long tc to be debated 
preſent. 
hf RO tat be, thus much 


| is certain and cannort be deny'd, 


that our Saviour commanded his 


_ Apoſtles to baptize all Nations m the 


name of the Father, Son, and Holy 


| Ghoſt: And that the Apoſtles in 
their Epiſtles do in their molt uſual 
| form of Benedifion join theſe 
| Three rogether : And it is yer 

further certain, that not only the 


Name and Ticle Ot God, bat the 


| molt incommunicable Properties and 


PerfeBions of the Deity, are 1 
Scripture frequently aſcribed to 


| | the Sor and the H. Ghoſt ; one 
» | Property only excepted , which is 
| peculiar to the Father as he is the 


Prmciple and Fountain of the 
Deity, that he 1 1s ; of hmſelf and ot 


{\0 


— 


wv 
— OE) a 4 MM — ” 
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no hn; 5 W which is not, nor Can 


2 {aid of the Son and H. Gh 0ſt. 


Noy let any man ſhew any 


plain and downrigh it Crate 


Ef 4 all this; or any other Difficulty 


ze{ides this, thar the particular 
manger of the exiſtence of theſe _ 
three Differences or Per {ons 1n the 
Divine Nature, exprels'd in Scrip- 


xe by the Names of Father, Son, 


a! ind Hl. Ghoſt, is mcompreh enſib le by ; h 


_ our fmute Underſtandings, and in- 


-xplicable by us: In which I do not 
lee what Ablurdity there 1s, ſ{1nce 


our Adverfaries cannot deny that 


many things certainly are , the 
particular manner of NESS > ex- 


Rs we can. neither compre- 


end, nor explain, 
Fs us now fee, whether the 


Opinion of our 24 Iverf: 1ies hath not | 
Greater Difficul ties 1n1t, and more 


palpable Abſur ities following | 


Com 


OP MM. 
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4 Nature, and yet truly and re-_ 


ly God by Office and by Divine 


ppointment and conſtitution ; 
[o whom the very fame Honour 
[and Worthip | 5 tO be given which 

[we give to Hum who is God by 
Nature. 


Rn WE. es | IE | a? £ 
And can they diſcern no Difft- 


ty, no Abſurdit 3 1n this > What ? 


no abſurdity in bringing Talatry by 


2 back-door into the ( by [tran Reli- 


910n,, one main Deſign whereof 


was to baniſh Idolatry our of the 
 Vorld ? And will they in good 
carnelt conteſt this matter with 
us, thar the giving Divine Wor ſhip 


oO 4 mere Creature 1s not Idolatry ? 


And can they vindicate them- 
| ſelves in this Point any othes 
| way, than what will jn a orcat 
| meaſure acquit both the Pavans 


and 


cn ———_ — —— 


rom tc--FH ey thy thar the Son” 
| f God 1 15 4 mere Cre allure: y. not God | 


| Rom. 'F 


124 


ee Dd 159 ESTES moe ee—-——_ 


DR <a. 


Sermon | & oncerning the 


Wee 344 4. As nt 


me. 


"and the Papiſts from the charge of of 


Fdolatry 2 


What? 2 Abſur ty i in a God as | 
© were but of yeſterday ? in a 
 {reature: 6p in a God merely by 


poſttive Inſtitution ; and this in op- 


can to a plain moral Precept of | 
eternal obligation , and to the 
ftix'd and immutable Nature and 
Reaſon of { thINgs ? " = 

Ho that to void the ſhadow and 
appearance of a Plurality of Deities | 


they run really into it, and for any 


thing | can lee into downright 
25. Idolacry, by Wor ſhiping a Crean 


beſides the Creator, who is bleſſed | 


ever. They can by no means Ve | 
two Gods by Nature ; no more can. 


we : Bur they can willingly admit 


of tws Gods ; the one by Nature, | 
and che al, by Office, to whom 
they are content to pay the ſame. 


Honour which is due to Him who. 


5 


| is God by 
| Chriſt 
but a Creature, they will deal more 
liberally with him in another way 


| ſider how ofre 
25, he will not give his glory to ano- 


_—_ 
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Nature. Provided 
will be contented to be. 


than in reaſon is fit. 
And do they ſee no ablurdity 
in all this ? nothing that 1s con- 


| trary to Reaſon and good ſenſe © no- 


thing that feels like inconſiſtency 
and C ontradiction ? Do they con- 
en God hath declar'd 


er? And that t ie Apoſtle delicribes 
th latry ro be, the giving ſervice, (3, 
or worſhip, to things which by Na 
ture are no Gods * 


Surely if Reaſon gmaded | by Di- 


| vine Revelation were ro chuſe a 


God, it wontd make choice of one 
| who i is declarcd 1n Scripture to be 
the on ly beoott {eN. 6} the L-thes , the 


fr ſt wid the laft, tie Per mms and 


the end , \f/fercay, to day, 


wid 


the | j ON 5 


— 
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F er 07 I. C oncerning the 


and for ever 


Controverſy : 


I ee 


much racher than a 
mere Cre ature, 


y eats 90. 


only propoſe theſe th; ings; 
without any artificial aggrava 
tion. 


et, 


impartial conſideration 
which I cannot think that theſe 
great Maſters of Reaſon can think 
it lo eaſy a 
themſelves out of theſe Difficul- 
ties, The God of Truth Jag us 
to all Truth, and: enlighten the 
minds of thoſe who are in Error, 
and T1ve them pena to the ar 
knowle: lament of the Truth : For 113 


py who | is the Way, the Iruth, and _ 


he Life 


GET taus much may ſuffice to 
have ſaid upon this Argumenc, 


which I am fenfible is 


5A thing Which 1 


wi 10 did. nor DCg111 | 
to be tl about ſeventeen hwidred 


ro their moſt ſerious ind [! 
- after . 


marter..to EXtrICAe. 


Tm1GCH 


nts 
(eldom 


" 7 ac gen a 26 9 —_ OI O_o. 
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ſeldom mnddte: with, and % 10t 
[delight tro dwell upo 1, Bur my. 


Text which 1s fo very þ pier for 


[this Seaſon bath almoſt neceſtarily 
engaged me 1n It : Belides, that 

{| think it a Port of that concern-_ 
[ment, that all (hri/ians ought to 
lhe well inftructed in it. And | 
hve choſen rather once for all 


0 handle it wy and to go to the 


bottom of ir, than in every Sermon. - 


0-be Aurting a xt it, without fay- 
ng any thing to the purpole A- 
oainſt ic; A way which in my 


| 0p1n10N 1s neither” proper to eſta- 


biſh men in the cruth nor to con- 


vince them of their Error. 
[ ſhall o! aly at preſent raake this. 


ſhort reflection upon the whole : 


| That we ought to treat the Holy 
Scriptures as the Oracle: God, 
| with all reverence and {i omiliion 


of mind CO the DocGkiiae te; cit 


a # N 
af © 
pF _ 
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CE" 


revealed: Ang co 1aterpret them. 
' with that candour and ſimplicity 
which- is due to the fi;icere Decla- 
rations of God intended for the 


inſtruction and not for the decep- 
tion and deluſion of men : 1lay, 


we ſhould treat them as the 0ra | 
cles of God, and not like the 


donbful Oracles of the Heathen Dei- 
ties, that s, in truth of the Devi]; 


which were contrived and calcu: 


lated on purpole to deceive, con- 
ceaining and for the moſt Part 10- 
tending a {enle directly contrary 


to the appearing and moſt obyi- 
ous meaning of the Words : For 
the Devil was the firſt Author of 


Equivocation ; though the Jeſuits 
have ſince made it a lawful way 


of lying, which their Father of 


whom they learn'd it had not 
credit and authority enough to. 


do. 
£4 And 
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And it deſcrves likewiſe to be 


nothing hath given a ZIearer force 


of Faith, then the uncertainty in- 
to which chey have breught the 
plaineſt Texts imaginable for the e< 
ſtabliſhing of Doctrines of greateſt 


moment in the Chriſtian Religion, 


by their remote and wreſted in- 


terpretation of them : Which way 


of dealing with them ſeems to be 
really H_ contumelious to thole 


H. Oracles , than the downright 


 rejeCting of their Autho:iry : Be- 
| cauſe this 15 a fair and open way 


of attacquing them, whereas the 
other 1s an infidious: and there- 


| fore more dangerous way of un- 
| derminirig them. 


Bur 


very well conſidered by us, that 


_ to the Exceptions of the Church 
| of Rome againſt tne H. Scriprure's 
| being a {ufhicient and certain Rule 


330 
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icy of the {, Scriptures , tet us 


Att Out I if, 4 . F 
- f3KEe al ur Doctrines an Ool-. 


i695 from ibofe clear Fountai 5 
q $ «av 6 2% %. 5 v * @- b *% . \ q£*j7 
GT-.:$-FU1;--L19T diturb'd and daark- 


*Q\ C>., ..E Ea y: < Fa = # y \ 
ned by ICATCOMIO AN XIQUILY LIHTO all 
«| Ca [T<141 C EP += | A.» : 

che poltivle Senſes that the leyeral 


T 
words and expreſſions of Scy ipture 
catr bear, and by toi rcing That 
{enſe upoir them: Wc 4 1s 1molt 
remote and unnatural and in the 


[ 


mean time willl Hy overlooking 


and Paſtins OY. thar ſenſe) WICH 15 
moit ovvious and caſte to the 
A ee S. {0 q = 
COININGN 4p pECHICIMIOnN GI Any 


| unbyal,d « 0d impartial Reader. 
"4.1415 1s Co ule the Fl. Scriptures 2s 
L 


che Church of Rome have done 
many Holy and good men whom 


* 
bl . 
. 


Fe. QUAN; 
kJ ou LW ALIW 4ST 
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ame of Hatch! 
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W 
ar 


nind of their Tormearors though 


- -| never 0 Contrary tO ew Own. 


and / abtilty, 


TImillnow conclude his whole 


| * 


Diſcourſe with a Sazime which 1 
| heard from a great and judicious 
Man, Non amo nim's arentam Theos 


bowam, 1 love no Dottrmes in Divmia 


iy .7 | which” fta md /o Very 12 ich HON quirk 
And I cannot upon 
| this occalion focbear to {+ y, that 
| thoſe Doftrines of Relivion and 
| thoſe Interpretations of 


have ever. hen wo me the moſt 
lulpected, which need abundance 


| Wir and 4 great many (ritt= 


aſms ro make them out : And 
con! [1dering the Wiſdorr 20 


8 Goodne! S 7 1 Al [1] iglry God , 


cannot poſiibly believe bur god 


all thing neceſſary to be DOT 


and practisd by Chriſtians in order 


to their el Salyatio! 1 ar -plain- 


ly coatain'd 12 the FH, Scriptures 


| of Scriprnre, 


3 
- 

God 
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Sermon II. Concerning the 


God ſurely hath nor dealt ſo hard- | 


Jy with Mankind as to make any | 


thing neceflary to bs believ'd or 


practis'd by us which he hath not | _ 
made ſufficiently plain to the ca- * 
pacity of the unlearried as well as 
of the learned. God forbid that | 
ic ſhould be impoſſible for any 


man to be ſaved and to get to 


Heaven without a great deal of 


learning to direct and carry him 
thither, when the far greateſt part 
_ of Mankind have no learning at 


all. It was well faid by Eraſmus, 


That it was never well with the Chrt- 
fiian World ſince it began to be a mat- 


ter of ſo much Subtilty and Wit for a 
man to be a true Chriſtian, 
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a | Incarnation of CHRIST. 
Preached 1n the 


5, [Church of St. Lawrence Jempry. 


December 21. 1680. 


SERMON Il 

| Concerning the _. 
| Incarnation of CHRIST. 
Preached in” the 


Church of St. z (prence Tewr }, 
| December 2 1:66 


Jonx I 14 
The Word was made fle jp. 


Fj HE laſt Year about this 


-+* 


B. E or d and SaÞ!; CHF Dogan C5. 
diſcourſe tOQ. y £311 UDO thete 
Vords: In which I cold you 
| were contained three reat POINts 
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"Ser 101. 1. Concerning the 


—— vx —  — 


— Pot His Tcartinh: the Word 


Was made, or became fleſh, 
Secondly, His Life and conver- 


- lation here amongſt us; and dwelt 


M7] Hons AS,  eoxlwogww oy nav, he pitched 
his Taberna 14cle among us, he lived 
here below in this World, and 


tor {ſome time made his reſt- 
_ dence 2nd abode with us. 


Thirdly, That in this ſtate of 
lis Humiliation he gave great 


and clear evidence of his Divi- 
nity : Wnhilft he appear'd as a | 
Man and lived amongſt us,there 
were great and olorious Teſtt- 


NOMes B1VCn of, Him that he 
was the Son of God; and that 


in {o peculiar a manner as no. 
Creature can be {aid to be ; And 


we beheld his Glory, the Glory as of 


the only begotten of be Father, full of 


grace ind 7 trith. 
0 began With theFr ſt ofibele 
namely 


| 


OY oIe——_— 


m " - EE: . 1 : ”— 4 wr—_— m_ 


mcarnation of 04? D. OGVIOUr, 


———— 


B. namely his Incarnation the ord was 


made fleſh: For the full and clear 


| explication of which words | 
| propoſed to cont! der theſe to 


tNINgS. 


or made fleſh , 
namely the Word, And this 1 have 


handled at large in my two for- 
| mer Diſcourſes upon this Text, [ 


ſhall now proceed in the 
Il. Second place to give forne 
account of the nature and man- 


ner of this ſncarnation, fo far as 
the Scripture hath chought fic ro 


reveal and declare this Mytitery 
0 15. The Word was made fleſh, enar 


s, He viho is perionally called. 
the Worg, and whom the Evangc- 


| {iÞ hath fo | tnily and clearly de- 


cribed in the begi! WHNg, of his 


bojpel, h ie becam? fleſh, that is, al- 


[ 3 famed. 


[The Perfo here ſpoker or--- 
| and who it 15:that is here {aid ro 
| de incarnate , 


toms 


nod 


= Q, 


Sermon [1 iT, Concerning the 
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ſumed our Nature 2nd became | 
ho _ for to the word fleſh is fre- | 
:encly uted in Scripture, tor Man | 
_or Human Nature. 

SO that DY tne Word's becoming 
feſb, that is, Mm, the Evangeliſt 
aid Rs ond to. expreſ3t6 


[ 


35 thar he afſumed a human Body | 

without a Sol, bur that he: be- 

ame 2 pela Man, conlilting of 
"y | 


1a a Boay united, Ic 1s very 


eindeed rhat the Eva 119e- 


5 
—— 
Pe” - ot 
hd 
Po 
& 


T'n-.4:* 
i/t id urpolely chulſe the word | 


| 


« of vhich tignifes the trail and 


mort! pait of Humanity, to de- 

' note to us the great condelcen- 
fon of the Son of Ga in aſſuming 
oo | . . | Þ g 

our Nature with all ics infirmi- 
ties, and becoming lubject to | 


tratity and morralicy for our 


{ake. 


Meaning 'of | this Propeſition , the 
Wors 


. Having thus. expla 2in'd the 


» | ſuppos'd to be implied. in this 


i- | thoſe Objeftions, it may ſtill ap- 


OE EY 
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| further proſecution of this Ar- 
| SUMent rake into conlideration 
theſe three things. oo 


Firſt, T{hall conſider more di- 
ſtin&tly what may reaſonably be 


Word was made fleſh, ] (hall * I 


expreſſion of the Wor d's being 
made fleſh: 

Secondly, I ſhall conf fider the 
0bjeftions which are commonly 
broug zhr againſt this Incarnation of 

the Son of God from the ſeeming 
impoſſibility, or Incongrulty ot 
the caing, 


Thirdly, And bec aule, afrer all 
thar can be ſaid in anfwer to 


$ > : {} Fg R "id. y 

Pear £O us very | cange Liar C gies 

who could witnour ail this cir- 
| curaſtance, and condeice: fion 
I'CVEN almoſt beneath re Mia aje 1%) 

1 C1 Ee 

ot the Coat God, at ja 43\7e 
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FETs Ill, Concer nine "the 


in great condeiceniion ro the 


are 2p. to ik. haye v1ven 


Laws. to Mankind and haye- 
offer d forgivenzls of vINS and 
_ erernal lite upon their Repen- I 


cance for fins paſt, and. {l1acere 


L110 imperfect obedience for the 


turure ; 1 ſay, it may ſeem 
ſtrange, that -norwithitanding 
Lins God {ould yet make choice 
of this way and method of our 
Salvation: I {hall therefore in 


the laſt place endeayour to give 
| joine Soha Account: of. this 
itranye and wonderful Dilpen- 


LON ,and {11ew that ic was done 


! 


weakneſs and common Prezudi- 


ces of Mankind ; and chat when 


it is throughly conlider'd ic will 


6 appear to be much more for our 


comfort and advantage than any 
other way which the wi'don: ol 


| Chis \ Y V orid weuld 1Ve Þ he C1 apt 
ro 
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me 


tO devile and oitch upon. And i In 


all this I ſhall, all along take ej- 
ther the plain declarations of 


| Scripture, or the pregnant inti- 


mations of it for my pr and 


| guide. 


{. I ſhall conſider more i 


| tinctly what may ſnl ly be ſups 


poſed to be implyed in this expreſſuon 


I of the Words being made fieſh,name- 
ly, tt thele five things. 


Firſt, The truth and reality of the 
thing : That the Son of God did 


Bvangel exprelly declares : For 


and Apparition, as lome Hereticks 
of old did fancy, it would in 
all probability have been like 
the appearance of . angels men- 


| not only appear in the form of 
| human fleſh, but did retyalars 
[ it; the Word was made fleſh, as the 


| it this had been only a Phantaſme 


tioned 3 10 the old Teſtament, {ud- 


den 


__—_——_————. 
” 
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Fang ind-of- Thore continuance, | 
| and would after a little while | 
have vaniſh'd and diſappear'd 2 | 
' Bur be dwelt among us and con- 
vers Q 'Q familiarly with IS A long [ 
time, and for many years toge-. 
"ther; and the Scripture uleth all 
_ theexpreſſions which are pro- | 
per to hignify a real Man, and a 


real Human Body, and there were 


all the ſigns and evidences. of 
reality that could be : For the 


Word 1s (aid to be made fleſh, and 
Caritt is ſaid to be of the ſeed of 


David according to the flefh, and to. 


be made of a Woman ; and all this 


| to {hew that he was a real Man, 
and had a real and ſubſtanrial | 
Body : For he was born, and by 
degrees grew up to bea Man, 
and did pertorm all ſuch action: 
as are natural and proper to | 
Men: He continued a great 


while 


RR 
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ie 11 the World. | and At laſt 


| ufer'd d and dy'd, ind was laid 


> | inthe Orave He did not vaniſh 


and Gijappear like a Phantaſme 


or Spirir, bur he dyed like other 


Men : And his Body / Was raiſed 
_ our of the orave - and aft- 
r he was rilen, he converſed 


Forty dayes upon Earth , and 


permitted his Body to be hand- 


led, and: laſt of all was viſibly 


taken up into Heaven, 

So that either we mult grant 
Him to have had a real Body, or 
we have cauſc to doubt whether 


all Mankind be nor mere P! nans:: 
| talms and Apparitions. For 
greater evidence no man can 


give that he is really clothed 
with and carries about him a 
true and ſubſtantial Nous than 


the Son of God did in the -dayes of 
bis fleſh, It 1 15t0 m2 y fas WOn- 


dertul 


+, | 
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derfiil; upon what oround , or 
_ fdecd to what end, the j= 
ticks of old, Marcion and others, 
_ did deny the reality of Chriſt's 


fleſh. Surely they had a great 


mind to be Hereticks who took 
up ſo ſenſlels an Opinion for no | 


reaſon, andto no purpole. 
Secondly, Another thing im- 


plyed in the Word's bemg made 
Hleſh, 15, that this Was done peculiarly 
for the benefit and advantage of Men : 


The Word was made fleſh, that is, 
became Man ; for {ol have thewn 
che word fleſh to be often uſed 


1n Scripture. And this the Au- 
thour of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
takes very ſpecial notice of as a 
great grace and favour of God 
to Mankind, that his Son ap- 
peard1n our Nature; and conle- 
quently for our Salvation ; 7 abit 


's {aid in the Nic cene Creed, Whg 


fe] 
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" [for #5 Men WE for Our Salvation 
" [came down jrom Heaven , and was 
| incarnate, &c. For verily, lays the 
| 4poſtle, p took not on him the nas Hevr. 2. 16; 


ture of Angels , - but of the feed of 
Abr abam, dime aſjnuy 6iMaubavilar, 


| be did not aſſume the Ange lic al Nature, 
| ſo our Tranſlators underſtood the 


phraſe ; but the word alſo f1gni- 
tyes ro take hold of a thing which 
is falling, as wellas to aſſume or 


| take 01 him: He did not take hold of 


the Angels when they were falling, 


bur ſuffered chem to lapſe irre- 
Pretgaly into mer and ru- 


But he took bold of Hu- 


|man Nature when it was falling, 
" [and particularly of the Seed * 
Abraham, and by the Sed of Abra-. 
| ham, that is, by binfelf, in whon 
| ill the Nation of the Earth Were 


bleſſed, | 1e brought Salvation rk 
0 rhe Jews, ng then to the e reſt 


of 
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of. Mankind T] 1e Apoſtle ikke | 
to derive this Bleſſing from Abra- 
ham, that {o he. might bring It 


nearer to the Jews to whom he 


wrote this Epiſtle, and might 
thereby more effeaually recom-. 
mend the Goſpel tothem, and the 
elad tidings of that great I tvation 
in which they had To peculiar an : 


interel:. 


Andit is ſome confirmation. 
of the ner prenarion | have gi- 
ven of that expreſſion be took not 

on bim, &c. th JIAat the. 8 vangelif 


uſes the very ſame word for ta- 
king hold of one. thar was RY 


6 Bak : For ſoit 1s latdof $ 
Peter when he was ready to ak mk, 


that Chrijt f p 146 yarns "iS thay d oh 


and cans! [tbo of bis ym, & {aved him. 


from &: Owning : To, thus the 


Jon of Ged Caitoht hold of Mankind 


W111C h W245 ready LO {nk 1nto 


eternal. 
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verhal perdition : He laid bald 
lof our Nature , or as it is ex- 


preſs'd in the ſame Chapter , be 


ok part of fleſh and blood, thatin 
[our Nature he might be capable 
of effecting our Redemption 
and Deliverance. 


Bur it is no. where laid 


Scripture, not the leaſt intima- 
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dt ing his precious Blood for 
4nd | by that means of purc chaſivg 


for oiveneſs of ſins ana ? eterna [ Res 
demption for US. 
And further yer, thar by being 
ſubject to the miſeries and infit- 
miries- of Humanicy, he might 
from his own Experience the 
fureſt and moſt { Og orc of 
Knowledge and initruct i63.learn 
ro have a more compaitionate 


fenle ON OHNE 1NTYHELES; and: De 


I 9 FA od 7% ISA IV 1 $3 440.4 "> [1 "i 1 ] 
x . x ' J 5 - by ' l F 1 { pj 4 _ p 
i 2 34 ws a F LAU WWLLLOLSAIAE AyLy > | [ 


q 4 £-\ $a & 15 by Y eg 3 $2 CY \ 43- £=% A $5 - Cp '$L +, & 
. I Yz 9 3 þ . 4 ; 1% ' £9 OY 
CY 3-2 LICKS LILLE LEA $-.% 3 EUR Ss * EL 
hs _ A s 


ph | 


Us JADOUring Under them. 
i f | 1 
And hinally, that asa R Card 
ol his Obedience and ſufterings in 


our Nature, ke mi gat in 1the lame. 


Nature be exalted to the right band 
of the Majeſtie on high, there e £9 con- 
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tnue for ever to make ite; ceſſion 
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the Hope ed impoſſibility and 1n- 
congruiry ot the thing, 


clear and ſatisfactory a Wer LO 
them. 


Firſt, \t1s objected , that the 


| Ticarnation of the Son of God as I 


have explained ir neceſſarily 
luppo! ing an Union of the Divi- 
wty with "banian Nature is, it. not 
alrogether im poſſble , yeta very 
unintelligible thing, 

Now THAT TNere 1 NO impoſis- 


| bility in the thing ; leems to be 


Ve LY evident tron the In: [tance 
Fa ereby I have endeayoured to 

luſtrare i It, rhe Union -be- 
teen £1: | He Body of 


| ſhall 


mention three, and endeavour in 
as few words as I can togive a_ 
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manner of hot Bring. we = 


not at all comprehend. And. 
therefore I cake it * for an undoub- 
ied Principle which no Man can 


oainſay, That to aſſure us that a 
tins really is, it is not neceſſ: ary for 


15 to know the manner how it is , or © 
| can be + Ir is ſufficient for 1s to 
| know, that the thing is not im-- 
>ofltble ; and of that we hay 'e the 
very leſt Demonſtration that can 


be, 1f we be ſure that 1t 1s. 
Secondly, tuppoling this thing 


:0 be coflible, , andcapable | in any 
| mealure to be underſtood, which 


yet I have ſhewn not to be ne- 
ceſlary to our frm belief of it; 


1218 further objefed, that it ſeems. 
| to be a thing very incongruous, 

| and much beneath the Dignity 
| of the San of God, ro be Unire d 
| to buman Nature, 264 ro fubmir to 
| fo near an Allyance with that 
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which is lo very mean ana defpi- 
cable : Yeato be infinite! ly more. 
below Him, than for the greatell | 
Prince in this World to match | 
with the pooreſt and moſt con- | 
_ temptible Ber car. 

Bar herein iurely we meaſure. 
God too mi:ch by our ſelves, and | 
becaulc we Wi:9 are ev! have {el-- 


dorm fo muct1 roodnels 45 to 
{top beneath our ſel; '65 for the 
benekic a and good of others, we 


are art to. think that God hath 
"nor lo much goodneſs neither : | 
And becaule our itt nature, and 
pris e, and folly, as indeed all | 
price i folly , will not ſuffer us | 
'roGo it, we preſently conclude 
that it does not DECOme God.Bur | 
what Pliny ſaid co the Eraperout | 
Trajan concerning earthiy Kings | 
and Petentates , 15 Much more | 
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| JFigrm ſupereſt, hoc uno modo 'creſ-. 


cere poteſt, ſt ſe ipſe ſubmittat,, ſe- 


curus magnitudinis ſul , 
at the top, and can riſe no higher. , 
bath yet this one Way 
come greater , 


himſelf ; which he may very 


lately do, being ſecure of his o0n 
Greatneſs. 


ing, be he never fo high , 


The lower any: Be- 
con- 


delcends to do good, the glory 
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he brighter. Men are. many 
times roo proud and Riff ro bend, 
to0-peryerie and ill-nacur'd !to 
ſtoop 
Groartel S ls tort thegood of others : 
But God, whoie w. ayes are not. as 
Our Wayes, An ad waoke thoughts are 
as MUCH Avove Bur 10) y and: nar- 
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above the earth, did not dildain nor | 
rink it below him to become 
| Man-for the good of Mankind ; 
and as much as the Divinity 1s ca- 
pable of being ſo, tro become mi- 
{erable to make_us happy. We 
may be atraid that if we humble | 
our ſelves we ſhall be deſpis'd, | 
roar it we ſtoop others will get 
above us and trample upon us: | 
Bur God, though he condeicend 
never {ſo low, 1s ſtill ſecure of 
his ow nGreznels, and that none | 
' can-rake it from! him. 

So that in truth , and accor- | 
ding to right Reaſon, it was no | 
real diminution ordiſparagement | 

' tothe So of God to become Man | | 

tor the Salvation of Mankind: | 

Bur on the contrary , it was a _ 

moſt glorious Humility, and the | 
oreareſt Inſtance of the trueſt 
Goodnels that ever was. And | | 
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theretore the Apoſtle to the H-- 
_ brews, when he layes that Chriſt 
glovifyed not hmjelf to be made an 
Heh. Prieſt, but was appointed of 


God to tis Office , as was Aaron ; 


does hereby ſeem to. ;ntimare 


that it was a glory to the Son of 


God to be made an High- Prieſt for 


the Sons of Men : For though it 
was a ftranve-condel (cenſiton, yer 


Was It likewils 2 inolt wonder- 


ful Argument of his Goodnels 


which is che higheſt Glory of rhe 
Divine Narure. 
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cemmment tor our 'happinels : Be- 
that when we nave faid all 


we can about this matter, I hope 


we will ailow God himlſelt to be 


the belt and moſt competent | 
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what will beſt become him in 


in this thou art not Juſe ; -  T Will an- 


[er bo _ that God {$ greater than 


man: Why doſt thou lijpute again(} 


him 7 jor 'e o1veth not account of any. 


of bis matters. 


Tyrdly, f our Bin fo could 
get OVcet this Dificuley, 2nd ads 


mit Lins God might become 


Man; yet it ſeerns. very unkuita- 


im tor having deſcended fb: | 
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tO appear 
in 10 low and ſuffering 2 condi- 


reforming Mankind:: 
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' For Anſwer ro this ; beſides 
other excellent Reaſons and | 


Ends which the Scripture ex- 
preſly aligns of our B. Saviour's 
Humiliation, in his afluming our 
Narure With the frailties and mi- 


ſeries of it : As that he might 
be a Teacher, and an Example to | 
us ; That by his bitter Paſſion | 


he might make Expiation for 


| Sin, and fer us a pattern of the 


ofcateſt meekneſs and patience 
Ct - the greatelt provocations 
and ſufferin 18s : That having 


| ſuffered fo orievoully himfelt, 
he might know how to commi- 


ſerare and pity us in all our 
remprations and NETIOgs. That 
by death be might deſtroy him that 
had the power of Death, that ts, the 
Devil ; and mizht deliver bole p) wh9 


through fear of Death were all thei 
Zije-time ſubje#+ to bendave : | ſay, | 


| be -l1des 
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palldes all this, it was of great 
| uſe that the Great Tedcher and Þ Ris 


former of Mankind ſhould live in 


lo mean and afflicted a condi- 
_ tion, to confront the pride and 


vanity of the World by this con- 


fideration that the Son of God , 


and the very beit man that ever 


was, was a Be "IFA1, and had not 


where to lay bis bead - And like- 
wiſe to 'convince Men of thele 


two great Truths, That God may 
erievorſly af Hick theſe Whom he deare= 


ly loves ; and, That it is polſible 
"7 men to be innocent and contenicd 
inthe midſt of pover 3, and reps ach, 
and ſufferings. 
' Had our B. Saviou; - appeared 
in the Perſon and Pomp of a great 


temporal Prince, the influence of 
his Authority 'ano' Example 
'| would probably have made 


more Hypoctire and fervile 
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Cony erts, bur nor have perſua- 7 
ded men one jot moreto be in- | k 
wardly.-holy and good.  Tne 
great A; ;gUments char muſt do 
chat, mult not be fetch'd from. | | 
the Porap and Projperity of this | v 
World, bur from the great and | t 
eternal Recompences of - the | |} 
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And ics \ rery vn veil worth our'{ « 
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aps the frit, and tae only Mar- | 
oh tor Atheifm tha t ever Was 3 | 
lay, nothing glad him more, | 

than thar he could not from 7 
Hi itory of our SaViour's Life and 
Actions, written by the Evanze- | | 
{ifs with lo native a ſimplicic "0 
taſten upon him any probable :; 

1mputation of a ſecular inecrelt 7-1 
and delign in any thing thar he 
tad or did, No doubt, but 
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| 7aninus; before he made this ac= 
knowledgment , had ſearched' 


very narrowly into this matter ;. 


| and could he have found any-co- 
lour tor ſuch an 4mputation, he 


would have thought it fufhcient 


'to have blaſted both Him and 


his Religion, _ 
' You may be pleaſed to coals. 


der further, that it was the OPpi- 


nion of the wileſt Jews, that the 
beſt men, the Children of God who 
called God their Father, were ma- 
ny 1 nes Expoled to the Greateit 
{uffe 1Ngs and reproaches for the 
FrRt of their faith, and meekneſs, 
and partic ICS , as WE may : lee at 
large in te Wiſdom of Solomon, 
where Ipeaking of the malice 
and enmity of the WIC Kea to one 
Mat was EMINEntiy TiSHEeous , 
12 brings them 3n ſaying akees 
this 
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ahi manner, Let us lie in wait for 


" the righteous, becauſe he is not for 
our i; * is clean contrary to our 


doings : He upbraideth us with 7h 
offending the Law, and objecteth to 
our mfamy the tranſgreſſan 55 Of Our 


youth : He profeſſeth to have the 
knowledg of / God, and be calleth him- 


felf the "Child of the Lord : He is 


grievores unto 15 even to behold ; for 


his life i is not like other mens , bis | 


| wayes are of another f- /ſhion * We 


are eſteemed of him as counte) feits, 


be abſtaineth from our wayes as from 
filthineſs.: He pronounceth the end M 


the juſt to be bleſſed, and maketh his | 


voaſt that God is his Father : Ltt 


us fee if bis words be true, and what 


ſhall happen in the end of him : For 


if the juſt man be the Son of God, he 


will oeip him, and deliver bim fr al 


the band of pa: Enemes : : Let ts ex» | 
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amme him with deſpitefulneſs and tors- 
ture, that we may know his meekne{s 
\ and prove his patience ; Let us con- 
| demn him to a ſhameful Death, {Fc. 


This 1s (5 EXAct 2h Character 


of our B. Saviour, b both TBE» elpect 


of the k olynels and innocency of 
| 
Ul 


his Life, and of the reproaches 
and ſufferin; 'S which = mer. 
with from the wicked and ma-. 
1c10us Jews, who perſecuted him 
all his life, and at laſt conf 'o O17 do 
his death ,, that whoeyer reads 
this Palins; can hardiy forbear 


tOTHINE It a Propherical Deſciip- 


tion of the 1 innocency and ſuffe- 
rings of the B. Jefus : For He 


certainly in the moſt eminent 


manner was the Sen. of God, ot 


Ing called by the Evangeliſt , th 
ouly benotten of the Father, 
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chus much ar leaſt t nay be con- 
cluded fr Om is, that | n che judg- 
ment of th e Wiſeſt ainong the 
Jews, it was not unworthy of 
the Goodnets and Wiſdom ot the 
Divine Providence to permit 
tne belt Man to be fo ill rreated 
by wicked men : £209 further, 


that in their j1domert the Fi - 
Cency ana yertu by: 49 emi- 
neatly nghteois. man are then 
{er oft to the Dell BYE vantage; and 
do Une iorth with the greatel] 
iuitre, waen be 1s under the. 
hardett c:-cumſtances of ſuffe- 


ring and. periecution irom an 


Aagd ro this lik ewile, Lat the 
belt 21: wileſt of he Hea then 
Fhilojopbers do frequently incui- 
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Thar © Worldly Greg cſs and Power 
are not to be admir'd, but rather to 


| be deſpis'd by a wiſe man ; That 
men may be very good , and dear to 


the Gods and Wn l able to th 'e orea- 


teſt mi ſeries and ufferiy 9s in this 
World. That whoever ſuffers un= 
je! and bears it patiently, gives 
the greateſt teſtimony to Goodneſs 


rd does moſt effeus ll recommend 
Piery and Vertue, as thmes of grea- 
ter value, than the eaſe and pleaſure 
Y this preſent Life ; Nay irons 
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to our B, Saviour his low and 
ſuftering ooo a5 misheco- 
ming one that was. to be the 


great Teacher and Reformer of ne 


World. 
And as to that part of the 0h 
oe that He who fo freely pr 


iniſed Immortality to others val 
==} or however did not fave | 


himſelf from Death ; This Vani- 
 ſhethinto nothing when we con- 
ſider , thar he reſcued himſelf 
from the power of the Grave : 

 Andirt is fo far from being 7id:- 
culous to rely upoa | his Promile 


of railing us Up irom the dead, | 


that the Obje >ction it ſelf 15 really 
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ſo. For can any thing be more 


gps than to rely upon | 


Him for our hopes of Immor- 


rality, who! DY citing from the 


Grave himſelh, and | Dy Cconque- 
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Darkn ets, . and triumphing openly 


oyer them by his viſible "eva: 
ſion inc o Heaven, aath given ſo. 


plain and {cnfible a Demonſtra- 


| tion to all Mankind thar he 1s 
able ro ma! Ke good to the utter- 


molt all the glorious Promiſes 


| which he hath made to us of a 
| blefled Reſurre&tion to eternal 


Life and Happineſs in another 


World 2 To Him be Glory and Dos 


mmon for ever and ever, Amen. 
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are duely weigh'd | and conlider d 
it will a appea ur much more for our 
comfort and adv? ntage, than any 

other way which the wiſdom of 
men would bave been moſt apt 
ro devile and pitch upon. 


And it is the more neceſlary |. 


ive lome account of this 
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have done the bulineſs for which 


il '$ 504 came into the World and 


pPear d 31 our Nature, that 15, 
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_conula have o1ven the Gimme Law: 


co Mankind , and have offerd 


to us the toraiveneſs of our Sins 
and eternal Life apon our Re- 


Is Arance tor Sins paſt, anda 
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- make choice of this EY for the 

- | Redemption and Recoyery of 
| fallen Man, by ſending his Son 

' 1n our Nature, tO accompliſh 


this Deſign, 
And in the handling of this 
Argument I ſhall, as I ſaid be- 


fore, all along rake the expreſs 
declarations or at lealt the preg- 


nant intimations of Scripture Or 
my ground and guide : It being 
alwayes lafelt to cake theReaſons 
of thei2ivine countels and actions 


from God himielf : And ia the. 


Firſt place, I make no man- 


ner of doubt to fay, that ir would 
be a great pr eſumption and bold- 


neſs in any man to affirm that 
the infinite Wifdom of God 
conld not have brought about 
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and oreftidices, and other cir- 
cumſitances of that People, For 


the Religion and Laws which God 


gave them were far from being 


themſelves; in which ſenſe ſome 
underſtand that Paſſage in the 


Propher ExeNet, Where 1 It IS {11d | | 


that God gave them Statutes Which 
were not 900d, that 1s, very 1m- 
periect in compariſon of what 
he couid and would have given 


them, had they been capable of 


thei. ; and Ye ec ſuch as were ve- 


ry well ſuired and fitted to their 


preſent capacity and circum- 
itances. 


Thirdly, I ovſerve yet CES: 


tne beſt and moſt pertect in | 
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That chough the Chriſtian Reli- 


G10N, as to the main and l1nb- 
ſtance of ir, be a moſt pertect 
Inſticurion, 
ture reviv'd and pe eriected ; 
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cing the Law of Nas 
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upon a fl 1C conſidera ation of things 


it cannot be d aenyec 4 that the man- 


ner and circumſtances of f rh1SDit- 


penlation are tnil or condeſcent1- 
on to the weakneſs of mankind 


| and very much accommodated __ 


to the moſt common and deeply 
radicated Prezudices of Men con- 


cerning God and Religion ; and 
peculiarly fitted to remove and | 


root them ont of the minds of 
men, by ſubſticuring ſomething 
in the place of them of as near a 


compliance with them as was 
conſiſtent with the Honour of 


Almighty God , and the great 
Deltgn of the Chriſtian Religion. 


It is not ealie to give a Cer- 


tain account of the true Origt- 
nal of {ome {Notions and Prejudices 


concerning Ged and Religion 


which have generally obtained 


in the World d, in that variety of 


Religions, 
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Relioions, and the different ways 
ot Worſhip and Superſtition which 


have been 1n ley _ Nations of 


the Earth: But in Hiſtory and 


Fatt this 1s certain, that lome Ne- 
tions, and thoſe very grols and 
erroneous , did almaott univer- 
faily prevail even among thole 


. who did extremely differ in the 
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parcientar Forms and Modes 0f 
their © On # Tit 101, | 
And thougn ſome of chefe 


were much more tolerable than 


others, yet God ſeems to have 

had great confideration of fome 
very weak and grols apprelien- 
flons of Mankind concerning 
Religion. And, as in ſome of the 


Laws piven by Moſes Goa was 


pleaſed particularly to confi; ler 
the hardneſs of the hearts of that 
People ; fo he leems likewiſe to 
have very muck ſuited the ©: 


buy. .A4 


[penſation 
wa ? | 


[97 


- 


e M: 


_ 


1 
b 


o© 


p 
hd; 


F 
nd 
Y 
* SI q2 
LS ; 


?:+ % 


THT 


a 
04, Dy 


x 


z : d 10 


a 

mn & % 
«1 
LAI'L 


e Goſpel 


| 
f 


Terms 
JJe1 mrs 
on 


CcOnum 
ind ; 
Fleathen Wo 
19S; 


Fl 
: 
4 
C 


\ 
Co - 4.%4 

4 

4. 
+ 
\ Y y Le Ix 


” & x 
FF” 2 ? " 
j of! *» f 


0n of. our B, Saviour, 


Sal vat! 


* 
4 
*{Q/L.; 
YaiWw +l. 


p 
L 


Fn ry 
[ 
; 
+ 


[ Lb 
TRIS nla 
LL.Y 113%: 

ek 

& z1% 


& 
E-©3-N 
4 Y 


* 
LO QUT 


. 
4 


Incarnat 


4 
Cs ow A 
11030 


to the 
 Mank 


yg 

C11 

CG r F - 
1 

C 

TH7 3 


nation and $ 


ſpen{ation of t 
thod of our 


Wh 


— beans ++ oe Re ers Wh —_— —L———— e_———_ 4". 


Sermon IV. Concer ning » the 


Enirthly kd thac "God bach 


done this in the Diſpenſation of | 
the Goſpel will I think very -| 


plainly appear 1a the following 
Inſtances : in mol of which | 
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L lt, The World was much 


v1YEn to admire  Mhppertes in Re- 
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HOOD. 4 NC Je Þs had heirs ; 


{everal of wich AB Gods own 
appointmeat were reſery'd and 
kept jecret in a great meaſure 
iram the People; others were 
added by the Superſtition of at- 


rer Ages, and held -in equal or. 


rather greater Veneration than 
oy former : And the - Heathen 
Kewile kad theirs ; the Devil al. 
waies alrecting to imitate God 
to far as ſerved his wicked and 
MAllclous 


= | 
ihall be very brief, and only 1n- 
{OmeWbat more larcely up- | 
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ons” deſign. of leducing _ 
Z OS into ldolatry. and the 
Worſhip of himſelf: And there- 
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fore the Scripture always ſpeaks 


of the Heathen idolatry as the 
Worſhip of Devils, and not of 
God : So that almoſt every Na- 
tion had their peculiar and cele- 


brated My :ſteries ; moſt of which 


were either very odd and phan- 


taſtical, or very lewd and im- 


pure, or very inhuman and 
cruel, and every way unworthy 


_ of the Detty. 


Burt the great Myſtery of the 
Chriſtian Religion , Tie Incarnatio!: 
of the -Son of Ged ; or, as the Apo- 


ſtle calls it, God manijeſied the 


| fleſh; 


was fach a Myft, ery, as for 


the greatneſs; nd wonderfalnels, 
for th C 1nhait e Mercy and con- 
ceſcenhtion « 
iwallo 


| 
[4 \T j.Y * £ i 
SP ew >» Te b 


41 
ey 
17 (1 AY 
WN 11D--þ 1 
f 


44.4 AO; Y 4* £ & To | 
pt If, Ci FOR. OUISL FEE: 


fy / : 
[FIFj}bEf bes ; 


_ —_— - —— 4 


Sermon 1 . Concernme the 


= which reaion the Apoſtle, in 


1 £1m.3-10- 


iufon tothe Heathen My/terte, 
my in contempt of them, fpea- 
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| king of the great Myſtery of the 


Chriſtian Religio n lays, Without 
CONtY overſy great is the Mp ery JJ 
Godlyneſs , God was manifeſted in 
the fleſh, &c. Since the World 
had luch an admiration for My- 
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might hoe one to whom | chey 
might Pay Divme Wo ſnip wit! 1- 
| our Ganger of Idolatry, and with- 
out injury to the Divine Nature : 
| evena true and natural Image of 
"| God the Father, the Foruntam of 
= the Deity ; ; or, as tne 5 2 to 
| | the Hebrews deſcribes the Son of 
oy the reſplendency or bright» Heb. 1: 
| neſs of bis Fathers Glory , and the” 
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. Fxfr eſs Charaer or Image of 15 
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3241, Another Netion which 
1 had oencrally ob tained among 
\ | Mankind, was CONcerning the 
4 Exptation of the Sins of men and 
app caling the offended Deity by 
« | oacrifice, upon which ticy ſap- 
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tion of Sin, by Sacrifices of one | 


kind or other; {e-ms ro have ob- 
rained very E early i + the World, 


and among all other ways of. | 


 Divme Wor -ſhip to have found the 


moſt univerſal reception in all | 
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Times and Pl:ces. And indeed 


a great part of the Jewiſh Reli- 


GiG: and Worſhi ip was a plain 


Condeſcenſion to the general 


Sppichentions of men concern-. 
BLSP this way of appealing the 


Den by Sacrifice : And the great- 


Elt part of the Þ i2an Religion 


and Worſhip was likewiſe found- 


Jo UPON Ne {zme Notion and | 
Opinion, waich becauſe it was 


ſo univerſal {vers to have had 


its Orizmal trem te firſt Parents 


of M LOGS - Either 1mmediate- 
ly after the (r 2ation, OT after the 
Flood ; and-ftrom thence, I mean 
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25 09 the ſabſtance of this Nati mr 
rohave been d 
gated to all their Poſterity, 
And: wich this general No- 
tron of Ma nkind, whatever the 
ground and foundation of 


might be, God was pleaſed fo. 
| far to comply as once ior all ro 
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nave a general Atonement made. 
| = O- JE.-$ 
for the Sins of al Mankind by 


the Sacrifice of his only Son, whom 
Nis wile Providence did permit 4 
Wicked hands to be crucified an 1 an, 
Burt I {hall not at prefent 111 


any Fiarth EL UDON ehis : ; WHICH 
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eminent Perſons , who in their | 
Life time had done Wt things 
and forge way or other been 


fin'd. 


great Benefa&tors ro Mankind, by 
advancing them atrer their Death 
ro the Dignity ot an mjeriour kind | 
of Geds fit to be worſhip'd by 
men here on Earth, and to have 


their Prayers and Supplications ad- 


dreis'd to them as proper and 
powertu y Mediatours and Inter- 
celiours tor CLI) Ita the Supes 
riour Gods : 1ele they gave 
the Titties of ' 39's ang Semdei, | 
that: 1s, ha If-Gods ; ; ENOUGH the 
Notion of -2 Being char is juſt 
hasf-infinite ſeems to me very 
hard to be conceiv'd and de-_ 


Now to take men off from 
this kind of [dolatry, and to pur 
anend to it, behoid One in our 
Nature exalted to the right hand of 
the 
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= ihe Majeſtic 011 hob, to ;j be worlhi- 
ped by Men and Angels : * Onethat 


was the truly Great Benefa&tour of 


mankind': One that Was dead , 


and 15 alive again, and lives for iy 


more, to make Inter ceſſron for us. 
Fly. To give but one Inſtance 
more, which | have already in- 
timated ; The World was migh- 
tly bane upon aadrefſing their 
requeſts and ſupplications , no: 
to the Deity immec larely, be- 
cauſe their Superlſt! icion thouglit 
that tor great a Pretumprion, bur 
by ſome Mediatours between t/ 
Gods and them, who might v TE 
advantage in this hy .mble man- 
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ner preſent their Requeits fo as 
to find acceptance, Fo this end 
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their Pr ayers to the Sup eme Gals 
hoping by their Interceſſion ,. and 
Patroage of their Caule, to ob- 
rain a gracious anlwer of them. 
| Inagracious compliance with | 
this common appreh enlton, and 
chereby more eaſily and efadtu- 
ally ro Cxtirpate this ſort of Tdo- 
latry, which had been lo long, 
and lo generally x practiſed in the 
World, God Was plealed LO CO11- 
vii and appoint One in our 
Natrre to be a perperual Advocate 
and Ji aterceſſour in [eaven for us, 
co'oiter up our Pr yers to God bis 
Father , and to obtain mercy for 
14 and grace to belp in time of need. | 
And; for ever to take us off | 
: from all other Megtiatonrs. vie are 
FJ utt. 2:5. expreliely-x0io in Scribture tnat 
as there 15 but oz2 God ro whom 
weare to pray, {o there is bur 
ne Med: OUT be TIDCCH ; God and men. | 
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the Man Chr ij Je u, by wh nom we 


are to ofrer up. our Prayers to 


God ; And thar we bond nor look 
out for any other, {ince the 4po- 
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is able to ſave to the uttermnft all 
We that come to God by him, inp 
be lives for ever to make interceſſion 
| for 8, 

And for this reaſon the Church 


of 4 Rome I5 alrogerher 1nexcula- 


ble in this Point, for introducing 
more Mediatour's atid Interceſſaurs, 

more Patrons and Aivarates. in 
Heaven for. us: An4 this not 
only without any neceſlity, for 
who can addany vertue and ct- 
cacy to the powerful and preva- 
lent inrerceſfion - of the \$o1 9 
God 2? but likewiſe 1a dire& con- 

tradition to the expreſs Confſti- 
tion and appointment | oi God 
himlelt, who. lays tHere 15 ont 
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one Aediatour between God and men, 
and they lay there ought to bs 
_ many more , not only the B.. 
V1 irgin, bur all the Saints and An- 
2eis in Heaven. Beſides thar by 
his very thing they revive one 


notorious Piece of the old Pagan 
laolatry, which God fo plainly 


deliogn'd to extinguiſh by ap- 


pointing One only Mediatour be 


tween God and Men. 


By this Conde ſeenſuon [dweile 
God! hath pIVen. 11S the comfor- 


fal and a revert Inter lf at 


the right hand of God in our behalt. 
For if we conſider Chriſt as Man 


and of, the ſame Nuture with us, 
bone of our - bone and fleſh of ot 


fleſh, fo very nearely allyed and 
_ related to'us, we may exfily be- 
lieve that he hath a moſt render 


care and concernment tor us: 


That | 


juni, | bat, op, 0 of 


p 
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| Thar he ſincerely witherh our 
happineſs and will by all means 


' ſeek to procure It, if we our 


ſelves by our own willful] obſti- 


.nacy do not hinder it, and reſiſt. 
the Atedoelr and the counſel of God 


againſt our ſelves ; For if we be 
_reſoiv'd to continue impenitenr, 
there is no help for us ; we mult 
die im our Sins, and Sal yation it 
ſelf cannot tive us. 


Burt to proceed ; it cannot 


furely bur be matrer of greater 


conlolation to us, thar the Man. 
Chriſt Jeſus who is now fo bighly 


exalted at the right hand of bod, : 
and who hath al power in Heaveo 
and Earth committed to bim, 15 one 
- Patron and Advocate in Heaven: 
plead our Cauſe with God: 
Since we cannot bur think, tizat 
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nate oirs, and to be ready £0 
[UCCOUT Us When We are temp- 


ted, and To Attgrd us grace and 
SI | 113 
help luita ag ©O alt our wants and 


nfiomt 1es : For nothing glyes us 
& 

Fd - | - [_ » 

10 Jails 4 Ws nie O07 C1 S Site; 1ag5 

dM 


{ 9275 45 Tae remembrance of 


Our G3WWwM_.L, and ©ne DItLeT experi- 
ence of the like Sulterings aad 
Lemprations in our ſelves. 

_ Anduns the e Apoſtle to the Hes © 
brews doth vei y particularly Te 
tilt upon as Matter a oreateſt 
comort and encoi uragemen £0 
us, tat the Son of God aid not 
only atlume our Nature , bur. 
was made in all things like unto us, 
and Quring is avode here upon 
Earth id infer and was te mpted 

like as we are : For verily, lays the 

Ipoſtle, be took not on him the nature 

oj Angels, but of the feed of Abraham typ, +. 16, 
Wherefore in all thmgs it behaved boy 117, 18. 
to. 
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to WE made like unto his Brethen, that 


he might be a merciful and faithful - 
Hieh- Prieſt in things pertaming to 


= Gd Fer in that be himſelf ſuffered 


being tempted, he is able to ſuccour 


them that are tempted. 


And again, exhorting the Jews 
who were newly converted to 


Chriſtianity to continue ſtedfaſt in 
their Profeſſion, notwithſtanding 


all the ſufferings co which upon 


thar-account they were expoſed; 
he comforts them with this con- 


{ideration, that we have at the 


right hand of God ſo powerful an | 


dedicate and Interceſſour for us as 
the Son of God, who is ſenſtble 
of our Cale, having {uffered the 


1lame chings Himſelf ; and there- 


fore we cannot doubt of his 
compaſſion to us and readinels 


ro ſupport us in the like Suffe- 


rings : : Seeing then, lays he, that 
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We 
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we Live a oreat High Dri ie ft 1 that's is Heb. 4- 144 


paſſed into: the Heavens . Jeſus the 


|. Son of God, let us hol4 11 faſt our Pro- 


feſſion : For we have not an Highs 


Prieſt that cannot be touched With the 


feeling of our infirmities, but was in 
all points tempted like as Wwe are , yet 
without gin; From whence he 

_ conciudes, that having ſuch an 
Interceſſour we may with great 
confidence and aſſurance addreſs 
our Supplications co God tor his 
mercy and help 1a all our warts 
| and weakneſs, to fupply the one, 

and to aſliit the other : Let us 
therefore, ſays he, come boldly to 


the throne of Grace, that we may 0b- 


tain mercy and fd grace to bdlp in Þ 
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right ha id of God ; not. un- | 


mindful of ns in this "height of his 


Glory Y and. (rea tacks : ,; Bur C with | 
the renderett affection and Com- | 


paiſlion to Mankind doch thi 
proſecute the Detinn of ou 
Salvation ; and in _yertue of hi; 
mericorions Obedience and Sut- 
{erings, which be prefents oo 
Goc continually 1 [v4 offers Is, 


| {ents Oo RY all 0 1t Tons 2608? 


nece flies, and Procures for 1: 
i 


2 fivourable anſwer ot our 
Prayers, and ſupplies of Brace 


and ſtrengeh proportionable to 


Our temprations and infhemuries, 


| And thus, by vertue of this | 
prevalent inter ceſſion of his with | 
God for us, our Sms are forgi- 


ven, and cs Wants lupplyed , 


and OUr - Beqreſts granted and 


the 
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| of God's H. Spirit are {eafonably 


afforded to us, and we are Kept 


|| by the mighty power of God thy oth 


| Faith unto Salvation : In a word, 
| allthole B Bleſſings and Benefits are 


in Fleaven, WW 1ich” he purchaſed 
1Or Us by h1s Blood upon Earth. 
50 that in this Mcthod- of our 


Salvation , - bel1des many other 


| gracious Condeſcenfions which God 


hath made to the weakrels and 


prejudices of Mankind, our B. Sa- 
| Viour hath pertect] Ly upp tied Is 


as 
[Ip 


vv 


Mankind was at {o preart a lot 


C5 


_ two great Wants conce FNING V hich. 


>/ po 


eftectuval A xpiatory Sacrifice. for 


v1 upon Ear th:-; and of a preva-_ 


lenc Mediatour and FO our 
with God in Heaven 


my * 


' procured for us by his Inter ceſjron 


before , namely the Want of an 


+ Ie a ens ee oe ous, 
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And he hach-i in great Goodneſs 
andCondelcenſion to our invete- | 
rate Prejudices concerning thele 


things, taken effectual care tully 


to ſupp ly both theſe Wants ; ha- | 
 ving appeared m the ena of the World 
to tare away Sm by tle Sacrifice of 
himſelj ; and 1n yertue of that 


Sacrifice appearmg now 5 lien 


inthe preſence of God / for us, he is | 
become our perper _ Advocate | 
and a molt preyaletn © Interceſſou 


Wit, 1 God 1 1N- QUT: bf 


For initead © of the various and 
endlels Sacrijices of tie Jews and | 
Heathen, che So g] God hath by 


one Sacrifice jor Sins perfefted for 


ever thei vt at. are ; Nd; And | 
initead of the Mediation of De- 
mons ana 1cre 5, 0 offer up our. 
iP POIs: to Go Q,v thich. Were the | 


8 


Tnterceſſours raade uic of among 


| d- . :..Y n 
the Heatien, we haye one Media- | 
| Hi tour 


is 
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tour between God and men, appoin- 


ted by God himſelf, even the 


Son of God who is entred into Heas 


Ven it felf, there to gar in the 
preſence of God for us : And to af: 


ſure us that he commilerates our 
Caſe and hath a true and ten-_ 


der ſenſe of our infirmities and 
ſufferings, the very manaer of 


| his InterceſſSon for us, as the 
| Scripture repreſents it tO us, is a 

plain Demonſtration of the 
FE thing. : For he intercedes for us 


in Heaven by repreſenting to God 
his Father his lufferings upon 


_ Earth, and pleading them 1a our 


behalf : So thar the very Argu- 


| ment which heuſeth to God tor 
_ us cannot bur ſtir up compaliion 


in Him cowards us, and whiltt 


he repreſents his Own ſuffer! ings Trl 


our behalf, we cannot think chat 


- q 


he is unmindful and 1 inſe: ſ1bie of. 
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Ours. hs Y on. 
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You lee then VIV in this Di- 
ſpenſation of God for our Salya- 
tion, by ſending his Son in or 
Nature , things , are not only 
ſuited in grear co22fcenſion to our 
atbrebenfions, bt are likewile in 
OTEAT£ ag CHI to us every 
way hired for our comfort and 
enconragement. God hath made 
him ou gs Patron and Advo- 
eate who was our Sacrifice and 


. 4 % 


Propuittion, And ſurely we have 


? Bp Be : 4* 2.4 1 _ p we | | - eo | 
TTHEFHNIE 1 GR: IT} TIE World cO -; 


oc.15ye that ie who im the dayes of 
is Help bumbled himſelf and 
'> Came 04 -iient to the death for our 
I Thi 5e rin} to. do us all 
000 « E NOW that he 1s ad- 

NOT lro' -116 right hand ot God; 

-12t he who dyed f IOr us upon 
212, now that he lives again 
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Heaven 
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tion which he purchaſed for us 


upon the Croſs. 
. And therefore we find in Scrips 


Inter ceſſron for us at the right hand 
of his Father : Wherefore, lays the 


| tare that as the purchaſins of our 
Salvation is aſcribed torhe Death 
and Sajfermgs of Chriſt, fo the 
perfecting of it is attributed to his 


Apoſi'e tothe Eh, br 2 ws, be ts able 


to fave to the uttermoſt all thoſe that 
come to God by bim \ ſeeing | be liveih 


jor ever to make - tice [fron for 1s : 
He ayed once to purcnaſe theſe 


benefits, but be lives for ever to 


procure them for us, and co ap- 
ply them to us : And now chat 
heis in Heaven, ke is as incent 

n3pon our Concernments and 
layes our Happineſs as much to 
neart As When he TRAN here 
among uzon Earth, and poured 
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"ki Blood a Sacrifice for Sin | 
upon the Crols : And that when 
he lived here below he ſuffer'd 
and was tempted as we are, this 
very conhiderarion gives us the 
earcſt aflurance potlblc that he | 


” ill couched With the feeling | 


of our infirmities and hath a. 
liv 'ely fenie ot our Sufterings ; 
and conſeg! tencly, that he doth 
compaſſionate our Caſe and will 

uſe all his power and intereſt for | 
our advantage, tor our ſeaſona- 
ble lupport and ſuccour in all 
our trials and ſufferings. Bur 
befices the wonderful Condeſcen- | 
Jon ol this wijpenſ4tion , \ there is. 


LK WW jt (1 In Tie 
Fi {th and laſt place, 2 great 
{ ongruity and | nſ {n the thing it 


ielf; m nG iT -15 Mets 0d of Our Sal- | 
vation which the: Wiſdom of 
' God hatin pircaed UpOR 1510 ma- 


ny 
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ny other reſpects” very much for 
our real beneft and com{tort. For 


by this means we have 2 Periect 
and familiar Example of holynels 


and obedience in our own Na- 
ture, by which we PAY ſee 
| that God roggires nothing of us 


bur what he himſelt when he 
{ubmitted ro become Man did 


think fir to do : For being made of 
a Woman, he was of necellity mals 


under the Law, and by affumins 
human Nature he became Natiiral- 


ly ſubject cothe Laws and con- 
ditions of his Being, 


And here likewiſe 15 a provi- 
fon made for the Exviats 
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Cop 
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wm 
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Foreiveneſs of our $125. 114 Way: 


nor only very hoponrable to. tie 


Juſtice of God and the Authort- 

_ _ ry. of his Laws, bir likerrile y ve-” 
ry effeual to diſcouncenance 

Sin and to Jeter mun from it 
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ſince God did not think fit to 
torgive the Sins of men without 
Great Sufterings and that in our 
Nature : For "though God was 
willing to ſave the Sinner, 
yer rather than encouragement 
{hould be given to Sin by let- 
ting it 30 Unpumith'd , he was 
contented to give up the dearly. 
beloved «f his Soul to be a Sacy je 
and Propitiation for the Sins 9 the 
| Vole World. RD 
_ Byr the ſame means alſo we 
1zvea mot. .poweriul Antidote 
"Saint the fear of Suffering, and 
particuiarly againit the fear of 
Death One of he oreareſt fHlave- 
_ryesof human Nature : So alſo 
1cb. 2,74; 08 4] peſtle ro the Hebrews tells us, 
15. that for this cauſe Chriſt bunſelf al- 
| fot £00k part of fieſh, and blood, that 
by Death he mioht deſtroy i Pim that 
bad the peer of Death, that 1s the 


Dept : | 


Chriſt 
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Devil ; and mig bt deliver thoſe who - 


through fear of "Death were all their 
[ ife-time abject to bondage. 
Again, We have hereby full 


=: -aoation of 2 blefled Immortali- 


ty in another Life, becauſe in 


our Nature Death and all the 


Powers of Darknels were baffled 


and oyercome, The Death of 
, which could not haye 


been wichour his Incarnation, and 


ſo likewife his Refurreion from 


the dead. and his Aſcenſion - into 


Heaven, are lenfible Demonſtra- 


tions to all Mankind of a bleſled 
Immortality atrer Death ; which 


isthe mott powerful motive in 
| the world to Obedience and 2 


holy Lite. 


And laſtly, we may upon this 
account promiſe to our ſelyes a 


fair and equal Trial at the Judg- 


ment of the oreat Day , Hecalle 
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we {hall then be judged by a 
Win like our ſelves. Oar Sas 
viouy and Judge himſelf hath told 
12.5.22,27 11s, that for this reaſon God hath 
committed all Judgment to the Son , 
bec cauſe be is the Son of man. And 
this in human Judgments is ac- 
counted a great Privilege, to be. 
judged by "thoſe who are of the 
{ame Rank and condition with 
our ſelves, and who are likcly 
:0 underſtand beſt and moſt 

-aretully ro examine and conf1- 
F all ouc circumſtances, and to. 
render our Caſe as if ic were their 
Own. 

So equitably doth God deal 
with us, that we ſhall be acquit- 
red -gr condemned by ſuch a 
Judge as according, to human 
meaſures we our felyes ſhould 
nave choſen; by One 1n our own 

Nature who was made 3 in all things 
ike 
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which would | Oave rendered nun 
incapable of being our Tudge 
becaule it would have made kim 
a Criminal like our felyes. And 
therefore the Apoſtle offers this 
as a firm ground of affurance to 
_ us that God Wil! judge the Forld in 
| Righteouſneſs, becauie this Tudg- 
ment ſhall be 2dminiſtred by 
Man like our ſelves; He bath, 
{airh he, appointed a Day Wherem 


be will Judge the World in Rightes 


onſneſs, by that Man whom be bath 
ordained, Cc. 
I ſhall now only wviake a pra- 
ical Hiference or two from what 
hach been delivered upon this 
Argument, and ſo conclude this 
whole Diſconrſe. 

Firſt, the ſerious conidera- 


tion of what hath be-o id con- 


cerning the Incarnation of our B. 


() Fl | Savior 


Hv"þ unto 15, that only excen: EE 
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Saviour ſhould eftectually py pre- 
vail with ol to comply with | 0 
Ireat Fnd d and Deftgu of the < 

F God's becomin oF Mui and al 
ling amoneft ws, and. of his oo" 

and tuttcring. all thoſe ane 


which are 1 recorded of him ir the | 
Hiſtory ot his Lije and Death 
written by the H. Evangelifts : I | 


fay;,: the eopfidcearion hercof 
thould periuade us ali to com- 
ply with the great Deſign of all 
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rais, which 1s che Reformation of - 


Mankind and the Recovery of us 


out of that {inful and milerable 
eltate ito which we were fal- 


len : Becauſe the Salpation which . 


the Son of God hath prirchal {ed for 
us, and witica he offers to us Dy 


the Go \{pel, is not to be accompu- 


{t:ed and bt 'OUBNT 2DOur any 
otuer way than by our forſaking 
ou! Sins and reforming our Lives, 


-* The 


> 
a pr ee nn en nn 
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Th bs Gr ace of God, Ihich \ bath appea- 


red to all men and brings Salvation, 


hes not make us partakers of it 

n any. other way, . nor by any. 
lies means, than by teaching us 
to fas endo} . and worldly laſts, 


| 2nd to {ive foberly and relevant 


and goaly m this prej.uu World, God 


ſent bis Son Telus to bleſs 5, by 


turning. us away every one from hs 


miquities ; and unlels this change 
be eftectualy wrought in us, we 


are utcerly incapable of all the. 


Bl effings of the Goſpel ot- Chriſt. 
' All char He hath: done tOr- Us 
Without 15 will avasl us nothing, 
- unleſs we. be bad transfor- 
- med and renewed in the ſpirit of our 


minds; unlels we beceme new 
Creatur es, unlels we make it the 


continual and fincere endeavour 


of our lives to keep the command 
ments of God, 
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For tne Scripture is moſt ex- 
preſs and poſitive in this matter 


Feb. 12. 14 That without Holyneſs no man ſhall 
7 Joh. 3-3. ſee the Lord ; That every man that 


hath this hope m Him , that is , in 


Chriſt to be ſaved by Hm , with = 
 purifie himſelf even as he is pure. We 
_ donot rightly and truely believe . 
that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World 
to fave Sinners, 1t we be not allo | 


thoroughly convinced that it is 


as neceflary for us to leave our - | 
Sins , as to believe this moſt 


faithful and credible Saying. 

The Obedience and Suffe- 
rings of our B. Saviour are in- 
deed accounted to us for Righteouſ- 


neſs, and will moſt certainly re- 


dound to our unſpeakable be- 
nefit and adyantage upon our 
performance of the Condition 


which the Goſpel doth require 


on our Part, namely , that every _ 


man 


' can on our part, 
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man that names the Name of 


depart from imiquity : And the 


Grace of Gods H. Spirit is ready 


to enable us ro perform this 


Condition, if we earneltly ask it, 


and do lincerely cooperate with 


it; Provided we do what we 
God will not 
bi wanting to us on His, But 

© we receive the Grace of 


and do neglect ro 
mp lore the Grace and afliſtance 
of Gods H. Spirit to that pur- 
pole, we have none to blame 
bur our ſelves ; becaule ir is then 


wholly our own fault if we fail 
ſhort of that Hapoinels ae? 
Chriſt hath purchalcd, and pro- 
miſled to us upon op. and 
reaſonable Conditions as the Goſpel 


propolerh. 


Chri {t 


| God mn 
|. wit and take no care to perform 
| the Condition, 


But 
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Ser noni. Concerning the 


ts ee er 


Bur | no where find chat God 
hath promiſed to torce Happy- 


neſs upon the negligent , and-a 


reward upon the wicked ana floths 
ful Servant : A giſt may be given 


tor nothing, bur lurely a Reward | 
does in the very nature of it al-' 
waycs fuppoie fome Service, 
None o poi 4 Hos man 1s Ca- 
pable of a right? us mans Reward : 
And St. "+ aj Rack jafficicarly 
cautioned us not ro think our 
ſelves Righteous unleſs we be 


»h.';., 7. doers of richte oufneſs * Little chil- 


dren, lays I let no man Gecesve you, 
he that doth riobteoufue efs 15 ri7bteons, 
even 15 He ts righteous, Fhis 1s ſo. 


very plain aText,rh ar ifmen were 


not either very calle to be decei- | 


ved by others, or. very W illing 
1 


to aecely T chonalves” they 


1 


cond not poſſibly mil Rake the 


rACcannsg 


v , 
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- meaning of it: "And therefore I 


will reneat it once more, Little 
children, let no man deceive ou + he 


that doth 11rhteouſneſs 15 righteous 


even as He ts righteous. 
Secondly, The other Inference 


which I would make from the. 
precedent Diſcourſe is this, That 


with all poſſible thanktulneſs we 
{hould acknowled ge and adore 


* te orlerfalGondoeſ andion: 


delcenſion of Almighty God in 


iending his onely begotten Son into 


the W oeld:; 1n our Nature: to be 


made fleſh, and to dwell amongſt {ts 
in order to ourRecovery and Sal- 

vation : A Method and Dill penta- 
tion not oaly full of mercy and 
goodaeſs,but of greatCondeſcen- 
fon to our meaneneſs, and of 
mgnty xyertue and | efficacy fOrour 


| Rederprion & Delive rancefrom 


__ "hs. 
M130 f MY UT8 To oOmMInion of vin 5 
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a—_ —— ee, 


ind upon a all accounts ey ery way 

- fo much for our benefic and ad- 
vantage. So that well may we 
{ay with St. Paul, This ts a faith- 
ful Saying, m5% xy& a credible 
Word, and worthy of all acceptas 
tion that is, fit co be embraced and 
entertained with all poſlible Joy 
and thankfuineſs, That Jejus Cbrift 


came into the World to [ave Sinners. 


of the moſt invaluable Bleſſings 
and Benents tro Mankind 15 the 
Incarnation of the Son of God? = 
His vouchſafing to aflume our | 
Nature, and to reſtde and con- 
verſe io long with us ? And 
what re we : Char the eternal - 
_ and only begotten Son of Gel ſhould | 
condeſcend to do ail roi for us 2 
That the High and Glorious 
Majelty 0 of Heaven ſhould ſtoop 
down to the -Earth , - and be 
 con- 


Whit an everlaſting Fountain. [- 
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uw 
- 


hte 


contented to be clothed. with | 
| Miſery and Mortality? That 
| He ſhould ſubmit ro fo poor 

and low a Condition, to Fc 
| dreadful and diſpracetul Suffe- 

rings for our ſakes * For what 
are We? vile and deſpicable 


Creatures,guilty and unworthy, 


——_ 


Offenders and A poſtates , Ene- 


| mies and Rebels. Bleſſed God ! 
| howgreat is thy Goodneſs? how 


infinite are thy tender Mercies 
and Compaſſions to Mankind ? 


That thou ſhouldſt regard us 
whilſt we neglected thee,and re- 
member us in our low condi- 
tion when we had forgotten thee 


dayes without number, and ſhouldſt 
take ſuch pity on us when we 


-” fhewed none to our ſelves; and 
| whilſt we werethy declared and 
 implacable Enemies ſhouldit 


expreſs more kindnels and good 
will 


Mmnmmumg 4 


Sermon IV. Concerning the 


will to us, than the belt of Men 
_ ever did ro their bet Friends. 
When we reflect ſeriouſly 
UPON © "-ofe great things which 
God hath done in our behalf, 
and Leonhderrhar mighty Salvas 
ton which God hath wrought 
for vs ; what thanks can we 


pa 


ome) render, What acknow- 
b 2dEmen «5 ſball we ever be able 
o make , 1 do not lay equal bur 

iN any ir iſe meet and becomins, 
to this creat Benefaour of 
' Mankind © Who, When we had 
i9 highly offended and provok'd 
Him, and fo fooliſhly and ſo 
taraily undone our ſelves ; when 
we were become fo guilty and 
ſo miſerable, and fo much fitrer 
_ to haye eternally been che ob- 
jects of his wrath and indigna- 
ton than of his pity and com- 
paſton, was pleas'd to ſend his 
BT © 132: O07, 


—— 
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own, his ovely Son into the World. 
| to ſeek and ſave ws 3 and by Him 
to repair all our raines, to for- 
give all our miquities, to beal all our 
| ſpiritual diſeaſes, and to crown us 
| with Joving- kindneſs and tender 
mercies. 

And what Sacrifices of Praiſe 
and Thankſoiving ſhould we a 
| ſoofterup to R's gracious fo 
molt merciful Redeemer of ours, 
the ever laſting I 072 of the Father, 
who debaſed himlelt to To VY 
ly for our ſakes, and Whe he took 
. upon Him to deliver Man did not 
abhor the Virgms womb : Who was. 
contented to be born ſo obſ{cure- 
ly and co live all his life in a poor 
& perſecuted condition; and was 
pleaſed borh to Ape and to. 
Overcome the ſhar pueſs of 0 Death. that 
he might open the. K inedom of Heas 
ven £9 all PBrlieve; £89 
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Germ Iv Concerning the 


Every time we habe aſon 


ro meditate upon this, eſpecial- 


ly when we are communicating 


at his H. Table and receiving, the. 


bleſſed Symbols and Pledges of his 


precious Death and Paſſim: : How 
thould our Hearts burn within us and 


leap for JoyzHow ihould the re- 


membrance of it revive and raiſe 
our Spirits, and put us into an 

Extaſie of Love and Gratitude to 
this great Friend and Lover of Sonls : 


And with the B. Mother of our 


Fn? how ſhould our Soules, up- 
01 that bleſſed occation, magnify 


the Lord, and our. Spirits rejoyce in 


God our $aviewr : 
The Holy men of old were 


tranſported with Joy at the ob- 
{cure and confuſed appreheniion 


and remote foreſight of ſo great 
a Bleſſing, atio great a diſtance : 


Iris ſaid of Aby am the Father of 


the 


. m_———— 
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the faithful, that be jaw oz ils Dy 


afar off and was glad : How ſhould 


we then be affected with Jo 

. and Thanktulnels, ro whom the 
\- Son of God and B. Saviur of Men 
is actually come? He is come 
' many ages ago, and hath en- 
lightened a rear part of the 
World with his Glory. Yea, 
He is come to us, who were in 
2 manner ſeparated trom the 
reit of the World : To Us 1s this 
great Light come, who had 1o 
long ſa in Darkneſs and the [hadoW 

of Death : And this mihty {HR 
tien which He bath wrought for ws 
13near to every one of us that is 


willing to lay hold of it, and 
LO ACCept IC upon choſe gracious 


*termes and conditions upon 
which iz is: offer 4 to us in b1s 
FH WS 70/ f ot R 


N 
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1 Joh. 1.20. 
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"An d by Hi 5 Coming he bath | 
Mankind from that | 


celivered 
oGiols | *HOL 1Cce 1nd thick Darks 
nef's which cover ed the Nations : 


to know him that is true : 
are m Him that u true, 
Son Jeſus Chriſt : This is the true 
(04, and eternal Life. And then 
it immediately tollows, Little 


Children, keep your ſelves fro om [dols. 


What can be the meaning ot this 
Caution ? and what 15 the Con- 
nexion of it with' the foregoing 
Diſcourſe ? It is plainly this : 


That the Son of God by His Co- 


ming had reſcued Mankind from 


the rrifh Worſhip of 1dols ; and. 


therefore. he Cuarion Chriſtians. 


to take great heed of relapſing 
into 1delatry by worthipping a 
Creature, or the Image and like- 


zels 


Iv. CORernng the 


And 
Te know that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an underſtanding | 
And we 

even m bi. 


4 
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| neſs of any Creature inſtead of 
| God. And hecauſe he fore auch 
- | tharc. it. migh 1 be objected 

Chriſtians, as in fact it was ther: 


Wards DY I the Heathen, that the 


Worſhip of Chriſt, who was a 
man, was as much Idolatry as_ 
_ that which the Chriſtians charged 
tne Heathen withal : Theretore 


St. John effeCtually to prevent the 
force of this plaufible Objettion, 


though he perpetually, chrough- 
out his Goſpel declares Chriſt to 


be really a Man, yet he exprefly 


allo affirms Him, to be God, and 
the true God ; and conſequently, 
Chriſtians might ſately pay Divine 


Worthip to Him without fear or 


danger of I1dolatry : We are in Him 
that is tr He, even mm his: Son Jeſus 


Chriſt This 1s the true God, and 


_ eternal Life : Little Children , keep 


your ſelves from Tdols, 
P55 Bit 


F, 
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gore l am wy 


nor | be alt; hogethe Aetels. 


He hath 


brought to Mankind. 


9 


1, and from the flayery 


Pardon and Reconciliation ro the 
Vorid : He { 
ted eral Life to us, 
Was. DUt C obicurel y made "know Vn 
before, both to Jews and Gentiles ; 
pat 15 now made manifeſt by the 4p 
prarance of our Lord and Saviour 
7*ſus Chriſt . who hath aboliſhed 
Death, 
tality to light by the Goſpel He hath 
purchaled this grear Bleſſing for 
us ; and 1 1s ready tO confer 1t up- 


0 18, if we will be contented 


Bur e fb! e154 7H | 
greſtion, yet Juch a one as may 


ca Loft rofi 2 OrCat Blefings\ wW hich 
che Comme of the Son of God hath | 


relcued us from the bondage of | 
of Sa- 


tan : He hath opealy proclaimed | 


aath clearly revea- 
Willch 


and brought Life and tmmor= | 


£O 


Incarnation of our B. Saviour. 


Ito leave our Sins and to be fayed 
Y by Him : A Condition withour 
which 2s Salvation 1s not to be 
- [had, fo jt it were, it would nor 
be dcfirable, ir could nor make 
us happy ; becauſe our Sins 
1 | would f;8 pare berween 
f | God and1 us, and the guilt and 


4 


- horrour of our own minds. 
i would make us eternally miſe- 
e | rable. 


© And now lurely we cannot - 
1 | bur thus judge, that all' the 
1 | Prailes ad acknowledgments : 

; | all rhe Service and Obedience 

- | Which we can pollibly render to 

” | Him, are infinicely beneath thoſe 

1 los Obligario: 25 which the 

- | Don of God hath laid upon the 
1 | Sons of men by his Coming mto the 

r | World to ſave Sinners, 


p 4 What 
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_ Sermon IV. Concerning the 


love of God our Saviour, 


at all times, and more eſpecially 
at this Seaſon we gratetuily ac- 


knowledge and joytully com- | 
memorarte this great and ama-_ 
Zing Goodneſs of God to us, in 
the Incarnation of his Son for the | 
Redemption and Salvation of | 
the ſinful and milerable Race of | 
A Method and Di- | 
ip enſation of the Divine Grace | 


Mankind 2? 


key Wiſdom, not only full of 
mercy and condeſcen(! 16n, bur of 


great power and vertue to*puri- | 
he our hearts and to reform our 


Lives ; to beget in us a fervent 
and 2 


perfect hatred and deteſtation of 


our Sins, and a ſtedfaft purpole | 
and refaluciain: to lead a new | 
Life, following the Command- | 


ments of God and walking in 
his wayes all the dayes wb our 


To 
i 


What then remains, but that | 


Hite. | 
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life. In A word. a Mahod ; at 
15 every: way calculated for Our 
unſpeakable Benefr and Com- 


| fort. 


Since then the Son of God back 


lo gracioully condeſcended to be 
made in all thinos like unto us, Sim 
only excepted ; let us oY to be 
| as like AC Him as 19 PoTbie in p— 


. | the exemplary Holyneſ ; and 


a Me =". of * 


| Vertues of his Life. We cannot 


be like Him in his Mirarles: but 


we may in his Mercy 2INe [Cams 


. | paſon : We cannot . imitate 
his Divine Power, but we may. 
reſemble Him in his Innocency 


and Hum! ity, in his Meeknels 


and Patience. And as He aſſu-_ 
| med Human Nature, ſo let us 


re-aſſlume Humanity which we 


have in great meaſure depraved 


and put oft ; and let us put on 


| To? of mercy towards thole that 


ale 


Cd ——— 
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"Sep non IV. Concerning the 


are in miſery -- 404.06 rexly 


_ to relieve the poor for His kake, 
who being rich, for our fakes hoc wo” 


that We arongy is poverty 
nuohbt be made 71 


To concuude y Let us imitate 
Hm 10th; abort Was his great 
Work and biutiinets here upon 


OE TONY 3 E 

Earch, and wiich of all other 
I ] j: 'L ECO) = j- . 4 þ- ? / . 
10 EL DEeCcCOVINCe TIC Y01 of God : : 


{ mean in His comg about doing 


good: That by giving "Glory to God 
'e Hizbeſt, and by endeayou- 

[Ng a5 inch 145 1:1 5 Hes tO pro- 
C: RA proinote Peace on Earth, 


and Good KAT 7 UIVLOTESD f Men , 
| =_ 1 R "I 
we may at lalt be made meet to be 


ſ 


ade partakers of the Inheritance o 


the Saints m Light ; Through the | 
Mercies and Merits of our”; 
&Q 

: Vt 


TIS ad Redeemer. Amen, 


| 
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Abnighty God: who o baſ Ven ffs 
, thy only begot ten Son t9 rats nr Nas 


= 


ture upon Him, and as at this "Time 


to be born of a pure Virgm ; Grant 
that we being regenerate and made thy 


| Children by Adoption a and Grace, may 


daily be renewed by thy Holy Giri it ; 


throngh the ſame our Lord Jeſus 


Chy iſt, who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee and the ſame Spir " ever one 
od, world without end. Amen. 
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Concerning the 
Sacrifice anc 1 SatisfaFion of Cl brijt » XC. 


_ —_— 4. = As as a. 


Ht-$.1:; 26. 


But now” once-bath be intieared 
in the end of the world, to 


= aw f ſin by the / ries 
of himſe tf 


Mong many other great ends. 
& and reaſons for which God 
was pleaſed to fend his Son into the 
World to dwell amongſt us, this 
was one of the chief, hes by a long 


| courſe of the orcateſt innocency 


A 2 and 


Cee i le, EE ae . : . TR, nn, Os "a 


DW 2 - — 
Hen 


"Conc cer Ng ; the Say fic and 


_ 4 Gs rs et hr en es ts ects as 


and the grea! teſt fferings in our 
Nature he mignht be capable. tO 
ma EO a perfe&t Fxoiation of Sin : 
at NC Wy -GIHICE mT the end of the 1201 Id, 
A Card £12 7 2101 v, 1n the conclu- 
flon of | he Aces, that is in the laſt. 
Are of the Wo: 1d, which 1s the 
Goſpel Age, bath he appeared to take 
1.) fin by the ſacr ice of of bimelf. 
IE Us eneral deſrwn of God in 
iencins his Son intothe World was 
ro ſive por wi from eternal death 
and miſery, and to purchaſe for us | 
erernal hte and nappineſs. So the | 
Author Gf our Calyation himſelf tells | 
us, Thar God fo loved the World, that | 
be 24Vve þt {5 only bes YOtECP 90, that whos 
ſoever bel;zveth in him ſhould. not periſh, 
but 4 Vee} er aft ng life. | 
Now 31 order to the pr ocuring of 
js al tion for us, the INmpedi- 
ments and hindrances of. it wereto 
ved : thele were the ont, 
3nd the domumion of Sin: By the 
guilt 
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Nl of SIN We Were borate: 0010- 
'Xlous tO t 


he wrach of God and to 


eccrnal Condemnation, and |} DY [36 
deflement and dominion of 1t we weie 
incapable of the happineſs of Hea-_ 


yen and the reward of etercal Life. 


10remove thele two great hin- 
drances two things were necellary : 
the Forgivencls of fins paſt, in or- 
der ro our deliverance from the 
wrath of God and the eternal tor- 
ments of the next Life; and the 
Reiormation of ovr hearts and lives 
ro make us Capabie of eternal Lite 


and happineſs jn another World. 
And both theſe, if God had fo plea- 


. ſed, might for an L1NG Wwe Ceriain- 
5 T 


ly know to the c oAcrary, have been 


effected by the abundant mercy and 


powerful grace of God , without 
this wonderful method and diſpen- 
ſation of ſending his Son in our Na- 


* tare fo tak TY a ay {m by the facr ifice 0) 


himſelf : Bur ir ſeems the wiſdom f 


FA 
A::2 God 


Concerning the Sacrifice and 


God thought fit to pitch upon this 
way and method of our ps Yi 
and no doubt for very good 4 

a, ons ; amongſt which thele three Fons 
to be very obvious and very conſt- 
derable. 

Firſt, to vindicare the honour of 
his Laws, which if Sin had goneal- 
rogether unpuniſh'd would have 
| been in great danger of talling into 
contempt. For it God had pro 
claimed a general Pardon of Sin to 

all mankind, without any teftimony | 
of his wrath and dif] pleaſure againſt _ 
1t, who Weurg nave had any great 
veneration for his Laws, or have be- 
lieved in good earneſt that the vio-' 
lation of them had been either ſo 
extremely offenſive to Him, or ſo 
very dangerous to the Sinner ? 

Therefore to maintain the ho- 
nour of his Laws, rather than Sin 
{hould paſs unpuniſh'd God would 
lay the: puniſhment of it upon his 


only 


1 
| 
) 
f 


* Satiſotin f Orife. 


—_ bagoeres Son, the deareſt Pers 


fon to him in the World : Which is 


_ a greater teſtimony of his high dil- 


pleaſure againſt Sin, and of his ten- 


der regard and concernment for the 
honour of his Laws, ON if tke Sin- 
ner had ſuffered ihe puniſhment 


| due toit in his own perſon, 


Secondly, another Reaſon of this 


Diſpenſation, and that likewiſe ve- 


ry conſiderable , was , that God 
might forgive Gn. in ſach a WAY As 
yer effectually ro diſcountevance 
and diſcourage it, and to create in 


us "ay greateſt THERE and hatred-of 


t: Which could not have been by 


an abſolute Pardon , without any 
puniſhment inflicted, or fatisfaQtion 


made to the honour of bs Juſtice. 
For had Sin been lo calily forgiven, 


who would have been ſenſible of 
the greatevil of it, or afraid to of- 


fend for the future ? 
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But when God makes his own 


Son a Sacrifice, and lays upon him 
the puniſhment due for the iniqui- 


ties of us all, this 1s a demonſtra- 


tion that God hates Sin as much, if- 


it be poſſible, as he loved his own 
Son. For this plainly ſhews whar 


Sin deſerves, and what the Sinner | 


may juſtly expect, if after this ſe- 
verity of God againlt | it he w1 "ill ven- 


ture to commit 1t. 


And if this Sacrifice for Sin, and 
the Pardon purchaſed by it, -be not 


effe tual to reclaim us from Sin. and 


ro eget In us an eternal FIRE and 


derefration of it ; If we fin wiltully 
after ſo clear a revelation of the 
wrath of + God f from heaven againſt ali un- 
vodlineſs and unr ighteouſueſs of men , 

chere remains no more ſacrifice for By: 
but A certain fearful looking for of judg- 


ment and fiery mdignation to conſume” the 


adverfaris. _ For whar could God 
do more to teftity Þ1s diiplealure 


£457 A ? {+ 
a Cod '$] 
a hoe: 


Sins and for cur ta lakes? 


| of Birds and Beats; and aiter Ek 


01 CO IO POET EE 


Sathſafim ' c 7 


adn fin, and ro difzean inNten2nce 


the practice of i ir, than co make | his. 
only Son an offering for Sin, and.to 
give him up to be wounded for our 


RES One, and EY. for our 


can we At once be! NOI hs Preat mn | 


and demerir of Sin, and the, jinf- 


m = ove 'S E 4 
nite 500dnels 2nd mercy of God ©; I 


THatl c lorrows and ſuf- 
ierinps of the Son of God tor our 


By 


Thirdly, another Reaſon of this 


Ditpentation endheng :0 have been a 


gractons COHN Celc >nfnon and compli- 
migh ty God with a cer- 
rain {aprahon 11030 and per! {\ualion, 


| Which nad ver? y En rly and unty erlally 


obtained ar 0N 'g Mankind, Concern 


Ins the expiation 05 Sin 0 appea- 


ſing the oftended Deity by Sacrifices : 
by the Sacrifices of living Creatures, 


/ 


by Human Sacrifice $ ang the blood of 


7 o 
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Concerning the Sacrifice ana 


RES 


to God, as the "expreſſion | is 18 the 


| greſſion, and the fruit of t hewt body for 


tions concerning Religion, except- 


ſtituted by God himſelf, ſeems to 


fol ſons 2d daugh erg? by offering 


Px obhet thetr firſt- bor _N for their tranſs 


the ſin of their ſouls. 

And this Notion of the expiati- 
on of fin by Sacrifice, whether it 
had its firſt Riſe from Divine Revela- 
tion, and was afterwards propaga- 
red Tromm Ape to Ape by Traduton : 

I lay, irom whence ſoever this No- 
tion came, 1t hath of all other No- 


ing thoſe of the Being of God, and | 
his LO and of the Recompen: | 
ces of another Life, found the moſt 


univerſal reception, and the thing 


hath been the moſt generally pra: 

Riled in all Apes and Nations, not | 
only in the old, but in the new 
diſcovered parts of the World. 
| And indeed a very great part of | 
the Jewiſh Religion, which was in- | 


_ have. 


| 6 Saga ( 


I 4 


i Satisf ation of Chriſt. 


| have been a plain condeſcenſjon to 


the general Apprehenſion of Man- 
kind, concerning this way . of ap- 


pealing the offended Deity by Sa- 


crifices: As it was allo a Figure of | 


that great and efficacious Sacrifice 


which {ſhould in dve time be offer'd 


to God to makes aronement once for 
all for the Sins of all Mankind. 

And the Apoſtiz to the Hebrews 
doth very particularly inſiſt upon 
this condeſcenſion of God to them, 
11 the Diſpenſa: 109 of the Goſpel : 
and whereas they pptchaadesd ſo 
great a neceſſity of an High-Pr reſt 
ad of Sacrifices-ro make expiation 


for the ftns of -the People, that it 


was an eſtabliſhed Principle among 
them, that without ſhedding of blood 

there was no rem} me of Sins ; "God was 
pleaſed ro comply lo far with theſe 
Notions and Apprehenſions of theirs, 


 astoO make his own Son both a Þ- ieſ 


and a Sacr hee to do that once for 


all 


I2 


—— $—— ve = at a ——_— —  —— — ——_—_Yy_ I” >. etnes, 2 at 


© oncerning the  Sacr rifice and 


EEE etc ot WEI IFAD en cyt RIES WW —— — 


all hick hilr & OWn \ Hh h iP rſ pre- 
tended. to do year by Ear. | 
And trom henrce the ſame Apoſtle 


takes occaſfhon ro recommend to 
_ them the new Covenant and Diſpenſas 
tion of the Goſpel, as having a great- 


er and more perfect Higb-Prieſt and 
a more excellent S. 4 ifice, than were 
the Fioh-Pric js and the Sacyifices un- 
der the Law; the Son of God having 
by one Sacrifice of humfelf obtained eter-. 
nal Redemption for us, and per fefted for 
ever them that are ſan&fie Rk 

And this Apprehenhion prevailed 
no lels in the Heathen World, and 
proceeded to the Sacrifices of Men, 


even of their firſt born. And wich 


this Apprehenſion, nor to counte- 
nance but to avoliſh ir, God was 
pleaſed to comply fo far as co make 


agencral Aconement for the Sins of 


Mankind by the Death of his Son, 
SP RESFNgean our Nature to become 
2 Voluntary Sacrifice for us: God 


PCT - 


Satisfe Ci rr, io Chrir 


— 


permit blew: COLTITe uſt y put to 


the Alice 5c men, in appe arance 


454 Malefactor, but in truth as a. 


Martyr; and accepting of his Death 
as 2 meritorious Sacrifice and propiti- 
ation for the $ins 0 of the whole IWWorld * 
Thar by this wiſe counſel and per- 


miſſion of his Providence he moht 


for ever put an end to that barbarous 


and jnhuman way of ſerving God - 


which bad been io long in uſe and 
practice among them : The Son of 
God by the voluntary Sacrifice of 
himſelf having effected all thar ar 


once, and for ever, which Mankind . 


from the beginning of the World 
had in vain been endeavouring to 
accowpliſh by innumerable and con- 


tinual Sacrifices ; namely, the par- . 


don of their Sins, and perfect Peace 
and conctiarion with God. 


For theſe Ends-and Reaſons, and 


perhaps for many more as great and 
FEY con- 


cm... qt. St 


| Concerning the Sacrifice and 
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conſiderable 25 theſe which Our 
_ ſhallow wr I oe are not able 
to fathom, the Wildom of God 
hath vitched upon this way and me- 


thod of delivering Mankind from 
the guilt and dominion of Sin : by 
the Sacrifice of his Son. And to 
this end it was requiſite that he 
ſhould appear 1n our Nature and 
dwell amongſt us for a" confider- 
able time, that by a long courle of 


the oreateſt Innzocency and of the 


greateſt Sufferings in our Nature he 


might be capable of making a per- 


{ect expiation of Sin. 
So that two things were requiſite 


ro quality him for this purpoſe; per- 


fect Inmocency and Obedience , 


k and great Sufferings 1n our Na- 


ture, even to the ſuffering of 


Death. Both theſe the Scripture 
declares to be neceflary qualifica- 


tions of a Perſon capable to make 
expiation of Sin; and both theſe 


were 


en ESD » » : 
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fect Obedience, This the Scri prove 


ons. He was in a [[ points tempted like Heb. 4. 


TT ——— —— So 


teſtifies concerning himſelf, and we 


mouth, as St. Peter tells us of Him. 


Sins of others, had he not been 


_ Apoſtle tells us is one great Advan- 


$ atisfaftion of Chriſt. 


were found in the Perſon of our 
B, Saviour. | 
Firſt, unſpotted Innocency and per- 


teſtifies concerning Him, and the 
whole courle of his Life: and aci- 


as we are, yet without Sin, (aith the. 15* 
Apoſtle to the' Hebrews, He always Joh. n 
did the thmgs which pleaſed God, as He 292: 


are ſure that bis witneſs is true. He did 1 Pet. 2. 
no ſm, neither was ouile found in his **: 


And this was neceſſary to quality 
him for the perfect expiation of Sin, 
whether we conſider Him as a Pric ft 
or as a Sacrifice. 


As a Preefſt, he could not. have 
been fit to make expiation for the 


without fin bimſelt, And this the 


tage of our FHioh-7 Prieſt under the 


| (; of! pet ) 


Hh 
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Concers ning the "300 fice and. 


EE Goſpel, Above the High: Prief under 


es, 


© the Lai», who being a Sinner him- 


-:felf;- as well as thole for whom he 


ofter'd, had need to offer for him: 
felt before he could make ſo much 
| e: <p1ation for the Sins of 


<5 Legal 
others: Bur periec & and efteCtual 


_ 


Je ma Py On © by 2n Hz: ah Pricft 


WRG-IS, 101y and innocent himſelf; 1 


e 


Wl Jt C h al t ih Pr eſt , {aith the 
Apoſite, became us, that 1 is, now un- 


Ger the Diſpenſarion or the Goſpel, 


when a periect expiation of Sins 1s 
5 be made, ſuch an High-Prieſt is 


Nec ceſf; ry, 4s holy, har meſs, unde- 


filed, ſepar ate from Sinners, who needs 
not as thoſe Hich-Priefts, chat i is as the 


High-Pri eſts under the Law, to offer 
up {acr ifice firſt for bis own "Sins, and 


then for the People : The plain force 
of which Argument is this, that he 
who will be e qualified to make arone- 

meat 


. 
expiztion Or Sin, fo as to purge the 
- conicience from the guilt of ir, can- 


Satufaftio of Criſt. 
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ment for the Sins of o:hers muſt be 
without f1a, himſelf, —- 
And then if we conſider Chriſt 


as a Sacrifice for Sin ; perfe& holi-_ 


nels 1s necellary to make a Sacrifice 
acceptable and available for the ex- 
plation of Sin, The neceſſity of 
this was typified by the quality of 
the exptatory Sacrifices under the Lai : 
the Beaſts that were to be offered 
were to be without ſpot and blemiſh : 
To which the Apoſtle alludes, fpeak- 
19g of the quality and efficacy of 
the Sactifice of Chriſt: How much 
more, ſays he, ſhall the blood of Chriſt, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered him- 
ſelf without ſpat to God, purge your 
conſciences from dead works to ſerve the 
living God ? And tothe ſame purpole 
St, Peter, Foraſmuch as ye know ye were 
| not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
fuver and gold, but with the precious 
blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb withont 
blemiſh and without ſpot, &c ; hereby 
3 


Heb.' 9, . 


I4. 


1 Pet.?. 
19, 19; 


1n* 
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intimaring, that nothing. leſs chin 
the perfect innocency and holineſs 
of him who was to be a Sacrifice 
for us could have expiated the guilt | 
of our fins and purchaſed eternal 
Redemprion for us. 
Secondly, great Sufferings likewiſe 
in our Nature, even to the ſuffer- 
ing of Death, were requiſite to the 
perfect Expiation of--Sth: I ſay, 
even to the ſuffering of Death. For | 
the Sacrifices which were to make | 
explation were to be ſlain. And 
it was a conſtant Maxime and Prin- | 
ciple among the Jews, and the Apo 
ſle more than once in this Epiſtle 
ſeems to allow and confirm it, that 
without ſhedding of blood there was no 
remiſſion of Sins, 
| Not that God could not have par- 
doned Sin withour fatisfation made 
to his Juſtice, either by the ſuffer- 
ing of the Sinner himſelf, or of a 
Sacrifice in his ſtead : But, accord- 


Ing 


: VatisfatFion of Criſt. | 
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: ing ro >the method and Dif] penſion 


which the Wiſdom of God had 


pitched upon, he was reſolved not 


to diſpenle Forgiveneſs in any other 
way. For which reaſon he ſeems 


either to have poſſeſs'd Mankind 


wich this Principle, or to have per- 


mitted them to be ſo perſwaded, 
that Sin was not to be expiated but by 


_ Blood, thar 1s, either by the Death of 


the Er nby; or of the Sacrifice. 
Now the Life of our B. Saviour, 
as well as his Death, was made, up 


of Sufferings of one kind or other : 
Continual Sufterings from hisCradle 
to his Croſs, from the time he drew 


his firſt kewach to his giving up of the 


ohoſt : And not only continual 


Sufferings , but the greateſt that 
ever were, conſidering the Dignity 


of the Perſon that ſuffered, and the 


"nature of the Sufferings : Confider- 


ing likewiſe that theſs Suffterings 
were riot only wholly undeſerved 
B 2 on 
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on has part, but ume: 1; ed alſo on 


himſelf ro them : Nay, on the con- | 


' trary, he had obliged ro the utmoit 
thole for whom aid by whom he 
ſuffered, and continued (till to ob- 


lige them by the greateſt Bleſſings | 
and Benefits purchaſed and procured 


for them by thoſe very Sufferiags 
which with ſo much Malice and 
Cruelty they i !nilicted on him. 

Had our B. Saviour been a mere 
Man, the perfect Innocency and un- 
ſpotted Purity of his whole Life; 
his Zeal to do. the. Will of God, 
and his delight in doing ir ; his inf 
nite pains and unwearied diligence 


in going about doing good : His conſtant 


Obedience to God in the moſt difh- 


ours, for whoſe fake he ſubmitted |» 


# 


_ cult Inſtances, and his perſeverance - 


1a well doing, notwithſtanding the 


1] uſage and hard meaſure, the bit- 


ter Reproaches and Perſecutions he 


met withal forir, from a wicked and 


i 
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Saf ict, 09 T4 Lb Pt 


il; nat _ World : His pet fea r. 


milizon 9 te. Will of God, bis in- 


+ vincible Patience under the greateſt 


and bittereſt Suſferings, and hs nh. 
nite Charicy to his Enemics and Per- 
ſecutors: Theſe mult needs be _ 
highly acceptable I God, and if 

Man could merit F God: likely 


enough ro oe xvailable ior the Sins. 
| of others. 


But our Saviour and our Sacrifice 
being the Son of od in our Nature ; 
and He voluncarily aſſuming * 


and ſubmirtiag ro the condition of 
Humanity 1a us: loweſt and moſt 


miſerable ſtare, Sin only excepted ; 

and his being coatented to live a 
Lite of doing good and ſuffering 
evil, and at laſt to be put to Death 


_ and lain a Sacrifice for us © The 


Dignity of the Perſon who did and 


ſuffered all this for- us, and his dear- 


neſs to God, miſt needs add a migh- 


ty value to ſo perfect an Obedience 
B 3 and 
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ind ſuch patient of ferings ſo as to 


Concern ning the G acr iſi ice ond 


render them a full, periect —_ (uth- 


cient Sacrifice, oblatt On and Grisfa- oY 


tion for the Sins of the whole 


World. 


And all this bcj eing willingly per- br 


Ft in our Mature, and accepted 


, by God as done upon our account, 
may reaſonal bly be preſumed ro re- 


Jonad co our benefit and advantage, 


as much as if we our ſelves had pers. :[-. 


formed it i our own perſons : No- 
thing being 5 2 Droper, and ſo ayail- 


able to make. an hmourable amends 


ang ſarigfhQion to the Juſtice of God 


for the Sins of all Mankind, as the _ 


voluntary Obedience and Sufterings 


of Kuman Nature 1n a Perſon of 


{o great Dignity and dearnels to 
God 45 his et ernal and catirely belo- 
ved 50n. | 


* 5 d@W-1 that Expiation of Sin was 
made by the  Sufferiogs of Chriſt in 
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our ir ſtead, I ſhall endeayour to take. 


 g00d cheſe three ways. 

Firſt, trom plain Teſlimonies & 
H: Scripture, declaring this matter to 
us as Clearly and fully as it is pofible 
for words to do it. 

Secondly, from the nature and i In- 
tention of Expiatory Sacrifices , both 
among the Jews and Heathen ; to 
which the Death of Chriſt is in the 
New Teſtament fo frequently compa- 


"468, and in poinc of vertue and e&fft-_ 


cacy to take away Sin i1 1fnitely pf: 


. ferred to it, 


Thirdly, by vindicating this Me- 


thod ind Diſpen (ation of the Divine 


Wildom from the Objections Which -_ 


are brought againft 1 It; and by {hew- 


ing that there i is nothing 1 in it that is. 


unreaſonable, or any wile unworthy 


of God. 


1. 1 ſhall produce ſome plain 
Teſtimonies of H. Scripture which 
Ba: gcclme 
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declare this matter as clearly and 


: fully as it js poſſible for words to do 


it; namely, that the Son of God, | 
10 order to the effeftual Expiation of 


Sin, ſuffered in our ſtead, and bore. 


the wrath of God for us, and made 
2 perfet Aronement for Sin, and 


aps eternal Redemption for us. | 


This the Scripture declares to us 
in great variety of expreſſions ; as, 


tha Chriſt dyed for us, and for our 


Sins ; that he was a Sacrifice for us, 


and a propitiation for the 6 of the 


whole World, that is, of all Man- 
kind ; that he bare our Sins in bis own 
body on the Tree, arid appeared to take 
away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf ; 


that we are juſtified im his blood, and | 


redeemed by the price of it ; and in Very 


many other expreſſions 19 the fame 


PHP poſe, 

Aad this is fo evidently © the ſcope 
and menning of thelc Fxprelficns, 
that it cannot be denied without 


offering 


Ot 


* Sarafafiim of C my 


Finn the preatelt violence 1Mapi- 


© 


nable to the H. Scriptures. For can 


20y man think that God would have 
aled ſo many expreſſions in Scripture, 


all Lbich is that the Son of God ſuffer- 


ed for our Sins and in our ſtead, if 


this had not been his deſ13n and 
meaning ? Would not this be 1n 
_ effe& to ſay, that God hath writ- 
ten a great Book to puzzle and con- 


found, but not to inſtruct and teach 
Mankind : 
| will at preſent (1 ingle 0 out ſome 


 theplain and molt obvious ſenle of 


few of choſe many Texts of Scripture 


which might be produced to this- 


purpole: He hath made him to be ſm 
for us, who knew no fin, that is, he 


hath made him who had no fin him- 


ſelf a Sacrifice for our fins, Apain ; 
and walk m love, as Chriſt alſo hath lo- 
ved us and given himſelf for us, an offer- 
mg and a ſacrifice y God. St. Peter 
to the ſame purpoſe tells us, that 


2 Cor.5, 


21, 


Eph. 5. 


10, 


7 Pet; 1: 
18. 


«: Chriſt 


26. 


— 


"Concer ning the 8 acrif ice and 


Sr ro eIwnmodows 


| Criſt alſo bath once ſuffer ed Ts oMs, 


the jufl for the wjuſt, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the fle h: 
Here Chr iſt is ſaid to have ſuffered 


for Sim; and to declare that the 


Apoſtle did not only mean that Chriſt 


ſuffered upon the occaſion of our | 
Sins, but that he ſuffered in the place 


g. ind ſtead of the Sinner, he adds, 


the juſt for the muſt, that is, the Son 


of God, who was innocent "ang had 


no Sit; ſuffered for us who were 
Sinners ;. Or as 1t 3s elſewhere ex- 


preſs'd, be bare our fins in his own body | 


on the Tree. 


It is true indeed, that C briſt ſuffer- 
ed for our benefic and advantage; 
which the Socinians would have to 
be all that js meant in the Texts 
which I have cited ; But then it ought 
to be conſidered, that Chriſt”s Ciffr 
ing for our benefit and advantage 


does by no means exclude, nor is 
any wiſe inconſiſtent with his ſuffer- | 


ing 


Ll 
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ing in our ſtead, 
| ſuffers in another man's ſtead, and 
 toſave him'from ſuffering, does un- 


doubtedly ſuffer tor his benefit and 
advantage, and gives the beſt de- 


Sati rifaftion F Coſt. 


pe 


monſtricion of ir that can be : Bur 


| the manner of the expreſſion, if 
compared with other parallel Texts 


For w rodves 


of Scripture , and eſpecially with 


| what is ſo often ſaid of our Saviour's 
being a Sacrifice, which I ihall have. 


occaſion further to urge by and by: 


1 fay the manner of the expreſſion, 


if well conſidered, will : appear to 
any man that 13 no! contentious to 


ſ1gnify our Saviour's {uffering inſtead 


of the Sinner. 
But notto argue from words and 
phraſes, I will produce two Texts 


which declare this marrer ſo plainly, 
thar the force of them 1s not to be 


avoided without the moſt ſhametul 
wreſting. and perverting of them. 


This is my Commmandment, lays our Job. 15. 


Savinr, 


I2, 


c "oncerning the 5 acrif Ice and 


Rom. 6. 
6,7, 0. 
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$ avinne, tht you love one another, as & 
. have loved you. How 1s char 2 he 0 


declares in the next words, Grea- th 
ter love than this hath no man, that a. 


man lay down his tife for his friend, that 


' is, that he: be contented to die in | 


his ſtead. And to the ſame pur- al 
pole Na Paul, For when ye were yet | b 
Snners m duc time Chriſt died for the tn- | 


godly : Now the queſtion 1s, whe-| q 
ther by this expreiion of Chriſt's ; 
dying for the ungodly be meant only * 
his dying for the benefit and advan- | 


tage. of Sinners, but not his dying 
in their ſtead ? This, let the words 


which immediately follow deter- 


. mine : For ſcarcely for a righteous man 


will one dye, yet peradventure for a good 


man one would even dare to dye : But God 


commendeth his love to us, m that Whilſt 


we were yet ſinners Chriſt dyedfor us. 


And now [ appeal to any man of 


go00d ſenſe, whether it be not plain 


_ that the Apoſtle nere > Ipears of Chriſt's 


dying [: 


| 
|. 


Sfallo "7 it 
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dying for linners in the ſame "I Fl 2 
' one man 15 ſaid ro de 
| that 1 Is. 


for another, 


bility of being convinced. 

And the Argument from theſe 
two Texts is ſo much the ſtronger, 
becauſe we do not here reaſon 
merely from the phraſe and expreſ- 


ſion, but from the main Scope of 


our Saviour's diſcourſe in the one, 
and of St, Paul's in the other. For 
the deſign of both is to recommend 


the Aa love of Chriſt to us_ 


above the greateſt love that ever 
any man expreſs'd to another. The 
higheſt picch that human affe&tion 


Ja ever riſe to, was fora man to 


lay down his life for his Friend ; 
4 the Son of God laid down his life 
for his Enemies. Scarcely, lays St, 


Paul, 


co lave t40ther from death ;_ 
- | which what is itelle but todye in_ 
his ſtead ? He that can deny this, 
1s perverſe to the higheſt degree, 
| and [fear almoltt beyond the poſſi- 


x 4 * On aa Em ET CC CFR, 


C Mcernmg the Sacrifice md-. 


OO but ſtrictly | juſt and honeſt, and | 


does no body wrong ; bur for 2 good [ 


CR 


Paul, would one + lay down his life for 


riohteous man, that 1s, for one who 


man, that is, for one that is kind and 


beneficial to all, and hath obliged | 
Mankind by great Benefits, ſome | 


one may be found rhar would lay 


down his life to ſave the life of ſuch 


a Perſon : Bur the love of Chriſt hath 


oone far beyond this : He dyed for 


Simners, for thole who were neither 


00d men nor rithteous : But God com- 
mendeth his love to us, im that whilſt 


we were yet Sinners Chriſt dyed for us. 


Now where doth the force of this 


Argument lye, if nor in this? that | 
(Frift hath done that for -us, who 


were Enemies and Sinners , which 
ſome very few perſons in #; World 
have done for their Friend, or for 
{ome very eminently good man: And 
what is that 2 Why they have laid 


down their lives in their ſtead : And | 


{0 


$ Sctofatton f c briſt. 


z1. 


| Þ \ Chriſt hath done for us. "This 


ſeems to be lo very-plain, that I do 


_ not ſee how the force of this Argu- 
- ment is poſſible to be avoided. 


It is evident then from Scripture, 


that Chriſt dyed not only for our ad- 
- vantage but in our ſtead; as truly 
| and really as any man ever did or 


can dye for another who lays down 


his own lite to fave another from 


death, For if Chriſt had not dyed, 
we had periſhed everlaſtingly ; and 
becauſe i dyed, we are ſaved from 
eternal Death and miſery. 

And though this be no where in 


Scripture ſpoken of by the name Or 


term of Satisfaftion, yet it is ſaid to 


be the price of our Redemption 3 


which ſurely- is the ſame thing in 


effect with Satisfaftion, For as we 


_ areSinners we are liable, and, as 1 


may ſay, indebted to the Jullice of 


God © Aridithe Son of God, by his 


Death and Sufferiags 1 IN Our Nature, 
hath 


CR Re 2 ——_ mote T p PR 
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CR 


hath \ Afchatzed this obligation 26d 2 
pid chis debt for us : Which diſ-] 7 

_ charge ſince it was obtained for us| 
by the. ſhelling of Chriſt's blood, | t! 
and the Scr; ture tells us that without ; 
ſheddan: us of blood there is tl) Yeu 00 of P 
Sms : "And face God is gractoully| n 
pleaſed co accept of it for the Debr | $ 
which we owed to his Juſtice, and | « 

to declare himſelf fully plc leaſed and | 1 
contented with it, why it may not | | 
_ properly enough be called payment | | 
or ſatisfation 1 confels [| am not able 
to underſtarid. Men may eternally | 
wrangle about any thing, bur what 
a frivolous contention, what a tri: | 
fling in ſerious matters, what barre- 
trie in Divinity 1s thiss ! 

| Not that God was anzry with his | 
Son, when he thus laid on bim the i Pu | 
quities of us all: No he was always 
w-ll pleaſed with him; and never 
better, than when he. becane obedient | 
to the Death, ePen the Death of the (vr os, | 
| On and | 


: pear, na t 


—— — — —— K 
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| and Res our Sins iN bi 071 boil 0 thy 


Tree. | 
Nor 1 yet that our Saviour ſuffered 
the ve! 5 {ame char the Sinner ould 
have ſuffered, namely, the proper 


Pains and 1orment of the Dam- 
' ned: But that his Obedience and 


Suffering3 were of that value and. 


| eſteem with God, and his volunta-- 


ry Sacrihce of himieit fo well-plea- 


-| fing to him, that-he thereupon en- 


tred. into 2 Covenant of Grace and 
Mercy with Mankind, wherein bo > 
hath engaged 1: _ (elf LO Cs tn 
Sins -t thole who belicve and re- 
to make them, partak ers 


BY A Fo YR >. Nt 
of cterin al life. And hence the-Blocd 


| 4 Chrift whi ch was ſhed for us upon 


the Croſs 1s called the Þlood of the Co- 
venant, as being the Sanion of that 
New Covenant, 19to which God 1s en-" 
tred with Ma nkind:. and nor_only 
the Sandion and confir mation of that 
Copenant. bir pie VEIY Foundatton of 


'S | it? 


H: 


Geo TI the Sacrifice and 


Wo. "Foi which reaton the Cup In the 
Lord's 5 Oupper is called the New Teſta 


ment, or, as the word ſhould rather 


be rendred, the New Covenant in his 


Blood, which was ſhed for many for the 
, 'S 


remiſſion of Sins. | procecd now to 
"rhe 


mes Thing propounced, which | 


was to ſhew that the Expiation of 
our Sins was mace by the Sufferings 


of Chriſt, from the nature and inten- 


tion of Exp atory Sacrifices, both a- 


mong the Jews and. Heathen ; to 
which the ee of Chriſt 18. 1n the 


New Teſtament {o frequently compa. 


red, and in point of vertue and efh- 


Cacy © take away Sin infinitely pre: 
ferr droit._ _ 


| Now the nature and deltgn Py 


| pt: Or) Sacrifices Was plainly this: To 


{ub{titute one. Living re to 


f. fer ind die :nftead ey not] er; fe bs; 


tat what the Sinner deſeryed to. 


hay 
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| have ſaffered Was ſuppoſed t: to £8 


done to the Sacrifice, that is, it was 


ſlain to make an atonement for the 
Sinner, | 
And hougk i was no reaſon 
wo hope for any ſuch effect from the 
Blood of Bulls, or Goats , or of 


any other Living Creatures tnat were 


wont to be offered up in Sacrifce ; 


yet that both Jews and Heathen did 


expect and hope for ir, is lo very 
evident, that it cannot without ex- 


treme Ignorance or Odſtinacy be 


deny 'd. 
But this expeRation, how unrea- 


| ſonable ſoever, plainly ſhews itto 
have been the common Apprehen- 
fron of Mankind, in all Ages, that 
_ God would not be a ppealed, nor 


ſhould Sin be pardoned LR: Su - 


tering : Bur yet lo that men genes 


rally conceived good hopes that 


_ upon the Repentance of Sinners God 
would accept of a picartons puniſhs 


2:4: went. 
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ment, thar 8 S, of tne - Suffering of 
{ 0M oth: r 10 their ſtead. And Ve-. 


ry Þ OB: 01y . aS | (1 Ts \d] fore, 2x00 + 


con pliance \ with this Apprehen ſion 
of M:nkind; and in condeſcention 


-ro it;- AS We il 25 for other weighty | 


Reaſons be { known to the Divine 
Wiſdom, God was pleaſed to find 
Out ſuch a ei as thould TO 


elec of Sins, which tl 1ey Ra ſo los 
noped for from the multitude of 
their own Sacrifices. 
 Andthe 4p ſtleroch e Hebrews doth 
ina large Diſccur:  ſhew the oreat 
'vertue a and efficacy of the Srerifics of 


Chriſt, to the purpoſe of Remiſfion_. 


_ of Sins, above that of the Sacrifices 
_ under the Law : And that the Death 
of Chris 1s:TEA ly and cry LO 


Our adva ntage e all that which the Sa- 


crifices under the Law were ſuppo- 
led tor be to the Sinner : But now once, 
faith 


wn 


"Im 
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clous appoin! nint of God was {ub- 
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Giek the apoſtle here 1n the Text, i 


; 
the EN [of the 1/0 rld,1 hath he appe: 'red {0 
take away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 

This 15 the great vertue and efficacy 
of the Sacrifice of Cone, that waar 
ever was expcRed from any other 
Sacrifices, either by Jews ice ff eathens, 


Was I« cally effeRed by this, 


1 by RN I! | PS PRY gas y 6A 
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Jen ſh P over, - Whetein the Lamb 
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me 
2nd was paſs'd by, In alluſion where- 
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[tituted © {uticr all-thar in our ſtead 
which the 7: ib i Lamb was ijvup- 
poſed to ſuffer for the Simmer. 


And this was like wile lignified 


| By che Sinners , ying | Ni hand upon 


| the Sacrifice th it was to be {1; ane 
C7 y ;ereby 


, 


33. 


Konads.; the Sacrifice and 


ee nee ee nes ates 


Heb. 9. 
20, 


thereby as it were cransferring the | 
puniſhment which was due to bim- 
ſelt upon the Sacrifice that was to | 


be ſlain and offered up. For ſo God 
tells Mofes, that the Sinner , 


the bead of the burnt- offer mg, and it ſhall 


be accepted for him, to make an Atones | 
ent for him. 


And the Apoſtie tells 
us, 


out ſhedding of blood there was no Remiſ- 
fron of Sins: Which plainly ſhews 
that they expected is Benefic of 
the Remiſſion of Sins , from the 


Blood of their Caeriices: 


And then he tells us, 


vertue of hisSacrifice : And again, 
Chriſt, faysI he, was ce offered to bear 


the Sins of many ; pla! aly allies to. 
ne $1 ccrifices under the Law, which | 


_ did, 


who! 
came to offer an Expiatory Sacrifice, 


. ſhould do: Ht [hall put his hand pas 


that it was an eſtabliſhed Princi- | 
ple; in the JewiſhReligion, that with- | 


that we are 
really made partakers of this Benefit 
by the Blood of Chrit, and by the | 


4 Suiftto 0 + c "br bit. 


<> tern ee ne ne. 
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And that this: eXPr ſon; of Chr it's 


being offered to bear onr Sir cannot 


be m<ant of his taking away our Sins 


- by his holy LIOETIP which was 
confirmed by his Death, bur of his 


bearing our Sins by Wy ray of imputation, 


and by h's {ufferias lor them in our 


ſtead, "Aathe Sacrifice was ſuppol [ed 
to do for the S' _ - "I his;.. 1: lay; 


1s evident be) '0:3d all. denial from. 


the oppolition which follows, after 
the Text, between his firſt Appear- 
ance and his ſecond ; Chriſt, lays our 
Apoſtle, was once offered to bear our Sins, 


but unto them that look for 11m he [hall 


appear a it econd time without Sim nnt9 'Sal: 


_ vation, Why 2 Did he not appear | 
the firſt time withour Sin? Yes cer- 


tainly, as to any inherent ours 
for the Scri iptore rells us behod no $ 
What then is the meaning of the 


V, 


a: as it were, bear he faults x VO 
| Singer: 


oppoſition, Thar at his fr, PC Coming 
"Ss 4 he : 
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| fortable, .or any wiſer unworthy of 
_ God. I ſhall” Mention four 0ljefi- 
- | ans which are commonly urged in 
this matrer, and 1 think they are all 
that a ire contideraite. 


Fir {Tat this Method of theExpi: 
ation of 511 by cheSufferings a 
ſcems to argue ſome defect andwan 


&.; Goodoelt] in God, as if he 8 


ſome external Motive and were not- 
of himlelt it dilpoſed* tO torgive Sin - 
ners. 

To which I think the Anſwer is not 


dificulc, namely, that God did not 


want Goodneſs to have forgiven Sin 
freely 2nd without any Satisfaction, 


but his Wildom did not think it 


- meet to give encouragement to Sin 


by too ealy a forgiveneſs, and with- 
out ſome remarkable teſtimony of 
his ſevere diſpleaſure againſt it : And 
therefore his greater Goodnels and 


Compaſſion to Mankind deviled this 
way to fave the Sinner, without 


o1ving 


Obj. I Iſt. 


ny 1 


It er I Se 
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giv ing the leaſt countenance and 


encouragement to Sin. - 
For God to think of ſaving us any 


way, was exceſſive Goodnels and 
Mercy ; bur to think of doing 
it in this way, by ſubſticuring Nis | 
dearly beloved Son to ſuffer in our | 
trad, is a Condelcention ſo very 
amazing, that if God had not been 
pleaſed of his own Goodneſs to| 
ſtoop to it, it had almoſt been Blab-. 
phemy in Man to have thought of 
' 1t, ordefired it. | 
Secondly, How can our Sins be 


ſaid to Ds been forgiven freely, if 
the Pardon of them was purchaſed 


at ſo dear a rate and ({o mighty a 


Price was paid for it * 
In Anſwer to this 1 deſire theſ 
bs | things may be conſidered. 


That it is a wonderful Grace 


5g favour of God to admit of this | 
tranſlation of the Puniſhment which 
was due to us, and to accept of the | 


Suffer. 


and for our be: 


a iree act of his 


ings of his own Son. 


Mie regis Ys EP > £9», 1 


Satifaim of Chi | 


M_ 


_ 


Sufferings of another 1 IN Our ftead, 


ache ; 


own Perſons : So that, even 1n this 


reſpect, we are, 2s St, Paul ſays, 
"tif | freeh by his grace, rags, the 


Jeſus Chr it : 


Redemption that 1s m 


when he might 7 
, | juſtly v have xifted ic of us in our 


And freely too in reſpec of any ne- 


cellity thar Iay upon God to forgive 
us in this or any other way, It was 
15 Good:els to fave us, 
even by the Satisfa&tion and Suffer- 


th. 
n effect freely too, notwithſtanding 


the mighty Price which was paid for 


our Redemption, Becauſe this Price 
was not of our own procuring, but 
of God's providing ; He found on! 
this Ranſome for us. 
man ſay , that a Prince who pre- 
vails with his Son to intercede 


for the Pardon of a Rebel, yea and 


to ſufter ſome puniſhment orto pay 


a Fine for the ovraming of it, does 


NOt 


And will any 


It was. 
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' notin effect wy 1 all aquiabe Fo 
grateful conftruction tOrgiVe one ae 
freely.s ", 

Obj. 34, Thirdly, Itis "X farches objected, pre 
+2 hat this {cems to be more 1 INrea- oy 
ſonabl ethan the ſa .crificing of Be, aſt: pe 

amen ews, nay than the 1a- | 
erificing Oi Men amic ONS the Feat, EN; | 

and eyen of their ow $6 1s and Da; ugh- FAL 

ters: Becauſe this is the Ng. up | Cl 


of the Son of God, the moſt inno- |" 
cent and the moſt excellent P 5 fg 6 
that ever was. _ CE 


 Towhich 1anſl: wer,tl atifwecon- |* 
fider the manner, and the deſign of it, c 
the thing will appear to be quite Ay 
otherwile.. 
__Astothemamer of it, God did not | 
command his Son to be ſacrificed, | ' 
but his Providence permitted t the 
wickedneſs and violence of men. 
to put him to deat: And then 
his Goodneſs and Wiidom did 
over-rule this worſt of Actions to 
the 


Y) atisfafFion | of Chriſt, i 


Ithe beſt of Ends. And it we conf1- 
der the matter ariy ht, how 1s this 


ny More a reflection upon the Holy 


Providence of God, than any Enor- 
mities and Guelties which by his 
permiſſion are daily committed in 


the World : 


And then if we conliders the End 


[ard Defien of this permiſſion of 
Chriſt's Death, and the application of 
itto the arpoſe of a general Expia- 
tion ; we cannot bur acknowledge, 


ind even adore the gracious and mer- 


 cifall Detign of it. For by | this means 


God did at once put an end to that 
unreaſonable -and bloody way of 


| Worſhip, which had been fo long 


practiced in the World: And afrer 


this one Sacrifice, which was ſo infi- 
nitely dear to God, the benefic of 
Expiation was not to be expected in 


any other w ay * 4ll other Sactifhces 
| being worthleſs and vain in compa- 
fon of this: And it hath ever fince. 


. ? - 
obtained 
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obtained this cftect, of making all |; 
other Saciifices to ceaſe in all Parts 
of the World where Chr CY hath | 


prevailed. 


Fourth! bly, The laſt ObjeFtion 1 is, the 


lnjuitice and Cruelty of an inno- 


cent Perſon's ſuffer; ing inſtead of the 


Offender. 
T0 this I anſwer, That they who 


make ſopreat anoile with this Obje- | 


Aiondo lee: n to me togive a full and 


clear A/wer to it themlelves, by ac-_ 
knowledging,as they conſtantly and 
exp elly do, that our Saviour luftered 


all this tor our benefit and advantaye, 
though not in our place and ſread, | 


For this, co my apprehenſion , is | 


plainly ro give up the Caule, wiileſ; 


| they can ſhew a 200d reaſon. why | 
' there is not as much Injuſtice and 


Cruelty in an innocent Perſon's. 
{uFering for the benefic and advan- | 
rage of a MatefaCtor, as1n his ſuffer-. 


Ing in his ſtead ; Solittie do Men, 


In 


PIE 
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[in {the heat of diſpute and peſt 
|tion, whoare rfolved to hold faſt 
[an Opinion i in deſpite of Reaſon and 
| | good ſenſe, conſider, that they do 


| many times in effect, and by necel- 


lary conſequence, grant the very 

thing which in expreſ: terms they do 

ſotifly and pertinacioully deny. 
The truth of the marter 1s this 


| there is nothing of Injuſtice or Cru- 


elty 1 in either Cale: RT in an [n- 


| nocent Perſon's ſaflri 129 for the bene» 
| fit of an Offender, nor in his 


ftead ; 


ſuppoſing the Suffering to bevel.” 


tary : Burt they have equally the 


- | ſame appearance of Injuſtice and 
| Cruelty : Nor canl poſſibly diſcern 
we reaſon why Injuſtice and Cruel- 


y ſhould be objected in the one. 


Caſe more than in the other, there 


| being every whit as little reaſon wh 


an Innocent Perſon ſhould ſuffer for 
the benefit of a Crimmal, as why 


ſhould ſuffer in his ſtead. 
hope 


he-- -: 
So that [ 


RI 


Concerning tre & acrifice ond 
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hop "e hams Bey ection, w which above all. 


An /wer. 


Ang | . believe, if the matter \ Were 
6 ſearched cothe botrom; all chis Der-- 
veric contention,about our Saviour's | 


ſuffering ior our benefit buc not | in Our 


ſtead, will [ignify juſt nothing. For | 


it Chris dved tor our benefit fo as 
jome way Or other, by yeriue of his 


Death and cafferine to lave us 


from the wrath of a and to pro: 
cure our eſcape from eternal Death, 

_ this, for ought I knozy, 1s all thatany 
body means by his dying in our 
ſtead, For he that dies with an in- 


rention to do that benefit to another as. 
to fave him from Death n, doth cer- | 
tainly to all intents and purpoles dye | 


in his placz2a nd / eos 
Andif they will grant this to be 


their mezning, the Controve rſte 1s at 


anend ; and both fides are agreed in 
the 


$3. 0. 
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v hey will ive up char which by their 
| own confeſfton 1s an undonbted Article 


of the Chriſtian Faith and not contro- 


| verted on either Side; except Gn- 
ey by the Socinians, who yet are hear- 
. | ty Enemies to T7 an ubſtantiation, and 


have expoſed the abſurdity of it 


with great advantage, 


- Bur I ſhall endeavour to return 2 
more particular 4u/wer to this 0b- 
jection 3 and ſuch a one as 1 hope 


| will ſatisfy every confiderate and un- 


prejudiced mind, that after all this 


 confadence and fo waggering of theirs 
there is by. no means equal reaſon 


either for the receiving or for the re- 
jeing of theſe two Dofri ines: of the 


.. | Trinity and Tranſubſtatiation. 


| EL 


Firſt, There is not equal reaſon _ 


| for the belief of theſe Two Dofrines. 
This Objection, it it be of any force, 
muſt ſuppole that there is equal evi-_ 


dence and proof from Scripture for 
theſe two Dofrines ; Bur this we ut- 
D terly 


Toh. 15. 


| Concerning th © Unity ;- 


efly deny, and with great roafha; 

| becaule it 15 no more evident from 
the words ol Scripture that the Sacras 
mental Bread 15. permanent changed 


into Chriſt's natural Body by virtue of 


thoſe Words 4 his is my Body, than. 


it is that Chriſt 1s lubſtancially 


changed 1nto a natural Vine by virtue 


of thoſe words, T am the true Ve; | 
or than that the Rock in the Wilder- 

nels, of which the J/raelites drank, 

was CO Ip changed into the. 


Perſon of Chriſt, becauſe it is ex- 
prelly ſaid, That Rock was Chr ft ; : Of 
than that the Chr iſrian Church 1s ſub- 


ſtantially changed into the natural | 


Body of ( hriſt, becauſe it is in exprels 


_ terms ſaid of the Chnrch, Thar it ts his 


Þod)y.. 


Bar beſides his, ſeveral of their 


own moſt lear ned Wi iters have freely 


acknowledged, char Tranſubſtentian 


on can NES 49 his directly proved, 
Nor neceſſarily concluded from Scri- 


pture * 
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pure : Bur this the Writers of the 
_ Chriſtian Church did never acknow- 
ledge concerning the Trmty, aad 
the Divinity of WA bur have al- 
ways appealed co the clear and un- 


deniable Teſtimonies of Scripture for 


_ the Proof of theſe Dormes. And then 
the whole force of the Objection a- 
mounts to this, that if Iam Lownd 0 


believe whar i am lure God lays, tho 


| cannat comprehend 1 it; then I am 


bound by the {ame fon to be licye 
the oreateſt Ablurcity 1n the Worid, 
though | have no manner of ally; 
rance of any D:vine Retrearion con- 


cern! ing it. And if chis be their 


meaning, though we underſtand 
not Tra 5d 1ation, yet we very 
well underſtand what they woul 


have, bur cannot grant it ; hecaule 


hots 3 1S NOt equal FeDa of®) a/ivy | 


two things, for one of which there 

is 900d oroof, and for the other 

proof ar all. 
: > 2 _ Secondly, 


| Concerning Wy « Unity "» 


"Setwidtly, neither To there equal 


reaſon for the rejefing of theſe two 


DoGtrines. This the Objection {up- 
poſes, which yet cannot be ſuppo- 
ied but upon one or both of theſe 
wo grounds : Either becauſe theſe 
two Dofrines are equally mcompres 
henfible, or becauſe they are equally 


loaded with . Wſurdities and Contra- 


diftions.. 
The Firſt is no good ground of 


rejefing any Dofrine, merely be- 


caule 1 i is ncompreben(able 3 as I have 
abundancly ſhew'd already. But be- 
Gdesthis Pra 's a wide difference 


| berweea plain matters of Senſe, and 


Myſteries concerning. God ; and. it 
aoes by no means follow char, if a 
man do once {ad mt any thing con- 
cerning God, wiich he cannot com- 
prebend,, he hath no reaſon after- 
wards to believe what he himſelf 


ſees. This is a moſt unreaſonable 
and dcllruive way of arguing, be- 


"calife 


: 


the Divine Nature, &c. 


caule it rikes at the foundation of 
all Certainty, and ſets every manar. 
liberty to deny the molt p! ain and 
evident Truths of Ch i/rtanity, it he 


may not be humor'd in having the 
abſurdeſt things in tne World ad- 
mitced for true. The next ſtep will 
be to perſuade us that we may as 
well deny the Being 0: God becauſe 


_ his Nature is mcompreſ/ble by our 


Reaſon, as deny iran, nbftantiation 


becauſe it evidently c: itradiety our 
Senſes. | 


zdly. Nor are the ſe two Dofirines 


loaded with the like Abſurdities and 
Contradiftions : So far from this, that 


the Do&trine of the Trinity, as it 
is delivered in the Scwniares, and 
1 


hath already been explained, hath 


no Abiurdity or Contradiction el- 
ther involved 1n it, or neceflarily 
conlequent upon it ; But the Do- 
arine of Tranſubſtantiation 1s big 


with il imaginable Avlurdity 5nd: 


D 3 _ Con: 


* Concerning the Voiry "x 


ContradiQion. And their own 
Schoolmen have ens expoſed 
it; elpecially Scots, and he delign- 


ed to anolo, as any man t that atten- 


tively reads him may plainly diſco- 


ver : For in his Diſputation abour it 


he treats this DoFrine with the great- 


eſt contempt, as a new Invention of _ 


the Council of Lateran under Pope 


Tanocent FLI. To the Decree of which 


Conncil concerning it he ſeems to pay 
a formal ſubmiſſion, but really de- 
Hides it as Contrary to the common 


Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind, and 


not atall ſupported by Scripture : as 
any one may eaſily diſcern that will 


carefully conſider bis manner of 
handling it and the reſult of his 
 vhole Diſputation abour it. 


And now Suppoſe there were 
jome appearance of Ablurdity and 
Contradif&ion in the Dotrine of the 
Trinity as it is delivered in Scripture, 


muſt we therefore believe a Do- 


cmine 
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rine ich iS NOt at all revetled 


in Scripture, and which hath cer- 
tainly in it all the abſurdities in the 
World, and all the Contradifions 


Fr Senſe and Reaſon; and which 


once admitted, doth at once de- 


| ſoy all Certainty, Yes, fay they, 


| why not? ſince we of the Church of 


Rome are ſatisfied that this Dore 15 


revealed in Scripture; or, if it be 


not., is defined by: the Church, 


which is every whit as good. Bur 


is this equal, ro demand of us 


the belief of a thing which hath 


always been controverted. not 0n- 


ly between us and them, ive even 


among themſelves, at lealt ill 
the Council of Trent? And this. 
| upon ſuch unreaſonable terms, 
that we muſt either yield this 
Point to them or eiſe renoun-e a. 


Dofrine agreed on both Sid:is ro 
be revealed in Scripture. 
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x P;iſt of the Church of Rome pref: 
{ing 2 Jew or Twk to the +by eliet of 
1ran{ub[tar UIHHOHION , and becauſe one 


X7 Oo 7 
3 JTET$S-- CG 


os © 
FE | '-8 


ciery Fo anocher, the Jew 


Dclicf of all c e Fables in the Talmrd, 
ſince none of 
FR Apa. wa VT» ! 

theſe, nor :rided all of them LOge- 


\s « 
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vigloever , can. be thought of, 

WWHICHN May not emer into an Un- 

teflandins [1 WIC x Breac ch hath 
CY 


ready mNage wide enQUEn TO 


' this pro ceding , Letus ſupp ole 


&r {#8 ilhould oe mand of him the 


_—_— 


the Divine Natwe, &. 


for this ſenſleſs and tupid Dottrine- 
of theirs with a hard Name. I ſhall 
only add this one thing more, That © 
| if this DoRrine were poſſible to be 
true, and clearly prov'd to belo; 
yet It would be evidently uſeleſs 
and to no purpoſe. For it pretends 
| to change the ſubſtance of one 


thing into the ſubſtance of another 


thing that is already and before this _ 


change 1s pretended to be made. 


| But to what purpoſe? Not to make 
the Body of Chriſt, for that was al- 


ready in Being ; and the Subſtance 


| of the Bread is loſt, nothing of it 


remaineth but the Aceidents ophich 
are good for nothing, and indeed 
are nothing when the Subſtance is 


deſtroy d and gone. 


All that now remains 1s to make 


ſome praftical Inferences from this 
Doftrine of the Unity of the Divine 
Nature, And ny ſhall be the ſame 


which 
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Concerning th Unity of 


which God himſelf makes by Me of, | 


- which Text allo is cited by our Sa- 
' Viour , Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord thy 


 Godis one Lord ; and thou ſhalt love the 


Lord thy God with all thine beart, and 
With all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind 


and with all thy ſtrength: And thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf. So 


that according tro our Saviour the 


whole Duty of Man, the love of 


God and of our netobbour 1s founded in 
_ the Unity of the Divine Nature. 


I The love of God; The Lord thy 


God is One Lord, therefore thou ſhalt 


love Him with all thy heart, &c. this is 
the firſt and great Chmnbiandment 7 And 


Ir comprehends | in it all the Duties of _ 


the fir {t Table as naturally flowing 


from it. As that we ſhould ſerve 
him only, and pay no Religions Wor ſhip 


to any but to Zim. For to pay Re- 


ligous Worſhip to any thing is to make 


It a God and to acknowledge it for 
won: 


the Divine Nature, &c. 
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{uch ; "And therefore God being but 4 
| One we can give Religious Worſhip to 


none but to Hmm only. And among 
all the parts of Religions Worſhip none 
Is more peculiarly appropriated to 


| the Deity than ſolemn Invocation and 
Prayer, For he to whom men 2d- 
| trelh their Requeſts, at all times, 
| and in all places, muſt be ſuppoſed 


to be always every where preſent, 


to underſtand ali our defires and 


wants, and to be able to ſupply 
them ; and this God only is, and 
can do. 

| So likewiſe from the Unity - the 
Divine Naiure may be inferr'd, that 
we ſhould not worſhin God by any 


ſenſible Image or Bepecooon: 


Becauſe God being a [mgular being 
there 1s nothing like Him, or that 
can without injuring and debaſing 
his moſt ſpiritual and perfeft and im- 


menſe Bemg be compared to Hm: 


As He himſelt ſpeaks in the Pros 


pret, 


pe EIT 


6o 


es, 
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Concerning the Unity e. 


16.455 phet, To whom will Je liken me, { ith the 
Lord, and make me equal And there. 
fore with no Diſtinio whatſoever | 
can it be lawful to give Religious | 
TOY; or any part of it, to any 
but God: We can pray to none but. 
to Hin, becaule Fe only is every 
where v1 reſent , and only knows the | 
'. Hearts of all the chil lren of men; 

which Solomm gives as the reaſon 

why we ſhould addreſs our Suppli- 


Rc Ti, 


cations to God only, who dwelleth in 


the Heavens. 


So that the Reaſon of kelp ts 


Precepts is founded inthe Unity and 


Simeularity of the Divine Nature, and 


unleſs there be more Gods than One, 


we mult worſhip Himonly, and prayto 


none but Hun: Becauſe we can give 


Invocation to none but to Fm only | 
as | 


whom we believe to be God : 


3 . 


St. Paul reafons, Flow ſhall they call on 


T0. 14. Him in whom they have not believed ? 


If, The 


\$>] 
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the D Divine Nature, &c. X 


Ak The love likewiſe of our 
Neighbour is founded in the Unity of 


| the Divine Nature, and may be in- 
| ferr'd from it: Hear. 0 Iſrael, the 
| rey God 15 Ons Lond therefore thou 


ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 


And the Apoſtle gives this reaſon why 
(Chriſtians ſhould be at unity among 
 themaſelves ; There is One God and Fa- 


ther of all, :pd rherefore we ſhould 
keep the tity of the Spirit 1 1m the bond of 


Peace, that is, live in mutual love 


and peace. The Prophet likewile af-. 


z 3 


ſigns this reaſon why . 1 Mankj 
ſhould be upon. good ccriv's with one 


F- il my, #4 J Pr —_— gee” Pf EY: i * a DA > * F\ 
anotrner, ata rotoe df urnous One to 
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hath tiof One God create, a is 2 Why 
We then deal treacheroufly every man as 
gamft his brother. FE. 

And therefore when we: ſee ſuch 
hatred :nd en mity among Men, {uch 
divii.ons and animoſities arnong 
 Criftians , we may not only ask 


It. Pan!” I 


F $ 
10 
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Concerning he Unity Y-. 
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St: Paul queRtion. I Chriſt livided; 


that we cannot agree about ſerving 


him ; either all to lerve him in one 


way, or to berr with one another. 


in our differences : I ſay we may 


not only ask St. Paul's queſtion, Ir 
Chriſt divided > buc may ask further, 


Is God divided ? Is there not One God, 


_ and are we not all his Offspring ? 
Are we not all the Sons of Adam, 
who Was the Son of God? So that it | - 
' we trace our ſelves to our Orivinal, | 


we ſhall find a great nearneſs and 


equality among men: And this 


equality that we are all God's crea- 


tures and Image, and that the One only | 
God 1s the Father of »s all, is a more | 


real ground of mutual love, and peace, 


and equity IN OUr Gealings one With a- 


nother,than any of thole petty diffe- 
rences og diftin&i, ons of irons and 


 weak,of rich and poor, of wiſe and fodl- | 


i/h,of baſe and bononratle,can be toen- 
courage men to any thing of mfolence, 
12. 


_— . — | 
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towards another. Becaule that where- 


| in we all agree, that we are the Crea- 
| tures and Children of God and have all 


One common Father, is eſſential and 
conſtane ; but thoſe things wherein 
we Jiffer are accidental and muta- 


inintice, and inequality of dealing 6 one 


ble, and happen to one another by _ 


turns. | 
Thus much _ {uffice to have 


| ipoken concerning the fir5t Propoſt ti- 
_ 6n1n the Text, There; is one God ; To. 
Him, Father, "Sint and H. Ghof be 


all Honour and Glory, Dominion 


and Power , now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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For there is one God. 


H FE. Particle for leads 
us to the conſideration _ 
of the Context and Oc- - 
caſton of theſe words, 
which in ſhort isthis. The deſign 
| of this Epiſtle is to direct Timothy, to 
| whom Sr. Paul had commirted the 
Government of the Church of 
| Epheſus, how he ought to demean 

Ws} TN hims | 


—_— 
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this Cay he gives direQion con- 
cerning Publick Prayers in the 


Church; that Prayers and Thank/: 


_ giving be made for all men, and for all 


Ranks and Orders of men; ef PEci- 


ally for Kings and all that are in as 
rity, that under them Chriſtians might 


lead a quiet aud peaceable life mM all oodli- 


_ neſs and honeſty. 


And this he tells us was very ſuit- 


. able co the Chriſtian Religion, by 
which God deligned the Salvation 
of Mankind; and therefore it muit 


needs be very acceptable ro him 


that we ſhould offer up Prayers and 
Thankſeivings to him in Fchall of all 
men * For this, ſaith the Apoſtle, is 


good and acceptabl e in the ſight of God | 


our Saviour, Who will have all men to be 
ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
Truth. | 


And 


elf. If that oreat and weighty 
Charge e. And at the beginning of 


| ns 


the D Divine Nature, &c. 


And then it follows i in the next l 


| words. For there is one God, and one 


Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, Who gave hin nſelf a Ran- 


- | ſome for all: As it he-had laid, _— 
uatverlal Oi of Chriſtians , 
- | praying for all men, muſt needs be ve- 


ry acceptable to Him to whom we 
put up our Prayers, God the Father, 
who ſent his Sor for the Salvation 


| of all men: And to Him likewile by 


- | whom we offer up our Prayers to 


God, and is among us Chriſtians the 


only. Mediator between God and Men, 


in virtue of that Price and Ran 
| ſome which he paid for the Re- 


demption of all Mankind , I fay, 


for this reaſon it muſt needs 'be very 
| acceptable ro Him that we ſhould 


pray for all men, becauſe he dyed 
fo all men, and now that He is in 
Heaven at he right hand of God 


intercedes with be. for the Salvation 


of thoſe for whom he dyed : There | 
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ately thar_ 1t 1s acceptaple to God our 
oy 't ve thould put up 
Prayers to Him for all men, bccaute 
he de{tres the SATIN of FS men, 
and hatin tent his Sox to purch: ſe the 
»n of ail me , by the Sacri- 
of himſielt ; and in TAs of 
22t S:crifhceto be the aly ediator 
herwcen God an 70 us  Ihay oh 
this bY the 1mime GIS fi ope ad ae- 
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the Divine Nature, &c.. EE 2 
There are perit Pr poſitions COn= 


tained in this and the following verſe; 
| bucl ſhall ac preſenc confine'n my lelt 


to the firſt, namely, That there. 1s 


= One (04d, that 1 IS, but One, as If. Paul 1 Cor. 3. 


elſewhere expreſlcth i it, There # none *_ 
other God but One. And Moſes lays 

this as the Foundation of the Naty- 

ral Law, as well as of the Jewiſh 


Religion, The Lord he 1s One God, and Dcut. 4: 


there 15 none befades him, that is, be- ?5 
fides Jehovah, whom the People of 
Iſrael did worſhip as the only true 
God. And this the Prophet I/atah 
perpetually declares in oppoſition 
to the Polytheiſm and variety of Gods 
among the Heathen. I am the fo rſt, Tai, 44- 


- and an the laſt, and beſides me there is 


no God. And again, Is there any God v.8. 
be efides me ? there is no God, 1 know not 
any: He, who hath an inhnite 
knowledge and knows all things 

knows no other God. And otle- 
B, Saviour makes this the Fundamental. 


"A 4* Article 


tt 


Concer ning the Unic _ 


m—— HP——_ — i. 


article of all Religion , and the 
knovwle dge of it neceſlary to every 
man's Salvation ; This, ſays He, i 
life eternal ; to kiibir thee the only true | 


God. 


The Unity of ti 1C. "Divine Nature 1 15 


2 Notion wherein the oreateſt and the 
wilelt part of Mankind did always 
agree, and therefore may reaſon- 


ably be preſumed to be cither natu- 


ral, or to have ſprang from ſome 
Original Tradition delivered down to 
us from the firſt Parents of Mankind : 

I mean, that there is One AO 
Bems, the Author and Cauſe of all 

things, whom the moſt ancient of 
the /Heathen Poets commonly called 
the Father of Gods and men. And thus 


Ariſtotle 1n his Metaphyſicks defines 


God, the eternal and moſt excellent, or 
veſt of all Livins Beimgs. And this 
Notion, of One « Supreme benz, agrees 
very W ell with that exact Harmony 
whicn appears in the Frame and 


Go- 


m— - A \ 
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God. 
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| Governinent Ihe World, in which 


we [ee all thines conſpiring co one 


| End, and continuing 12 one unt- 
forrh Order and Courſe ; which 
|| cannot reaſonably. be aſcribed to 
5 | any other but a conſtane and uni-. 


form Caule ; and which to a conh- 


| dering man does lam ſhew that 
all things are made and governed 
by that One poweriul Prmciple, and. 


great and wile Mumd which we call 


But although the generality of 


| Mankind had a 3 Notion of One Supreme 
| (; od, yet the dolatry of the Heathen 
rlainly ſhews that this Notion, in 


procels of Time, was greatly de- 
generated, and corrupted into an 


apprehenſion of a Plurality of Gods ; 


though in reaſon it 1s evidetit | 
enough, that there can be no more 
Gods than One; and that One, who 


-is of infinite Perfection, 1s as ſuf- 
| hicient to all purpoſes whatſoever, 


as 


-— 
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as ten. thouland Deities £ i they 
were poilible, could poſſibly be ; 

as I ſhall ſhew in the fol! owing Di- 
{courle. 


Now this wlddade of Deities, 
which the fond Superſtition and 


vain Imagination of Men had form: 
ed to themlcives, were by the Wifer 
fort, wo being forced to comply 
wh the Follies of the People en: 


detvoured to make the beſt of 


them, ſuppoled to be either Parts 
" the Hniverſe which the Egyptians, 
s Plutarch tells us, thought to be 


the lame with Gat: bur: chen the. 


more mapa Parts of the Hni- 


verſe they parcelled our into ſeveral 
Deitics ; and as the Ocean hath ſeve- 
ral Names according to the ſeveral 


(oaſts and Countries by which it 


pallech; fo they oave ſeyeral Names 


'ro this. One 4 according to tie 
{eyeral Parts of che World lack {e- 


veral Nations made the Objects of - 


their Worthip. Or 


QF 

| ful of all ſenſtble Beings, and bids 

fairelt for a Deity; e peut ir he 

was, as they luppoled , avimated 
Cg 
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the Divine Nature, Cc. 
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Or TY hey. 13ored che . veral _ 
'Perfections and Powers of t&þ 


ne Vne 


| Oupr eme God nacer ſeveral Ne HA and 


1] Titles, With res 3ard to the Various 
| Bleſſings An 4 Re "me fits which they 
| thought they received from Fm. 


Thus the J1diz Pnilo Hs ths 


| the B Brachmans, are faid LO YE VIOrCs:.. 


ſhipped the Syn as the "Xe ne Deity ; 
and he certainly 1s the moſt W--ſhips 


by a Spurit endued wit h knowlec 


and underſtanding. Andit aman, 
who had been bred ina dark Cave, 


ſhould all on the ſudden be bro: ight 
out at Noon-day to behold this vift- 


| bleWorld; after he had viewed and 
_ conſider'd it awhile, he would in 
| all probability pitch upon the Su: 
as the moſt likely, of of the things 
| he had ſeen, tobea Deity. For it 


luch 2 Man had any Notion of © 
God, 


cd -- 
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Cod, and wete to chuſe one upon 


fight, he would withour diſpute 


hx upon the Sun, and fall down fo 
fore Him and worlki 'p Him. 


And Macrobius manageth this as 


his main Plea for the 1dolatry of the 
Heathen; that under all the ſeveral 
Names of their Gods they Worſhip- 


ped the Sun: And this diveriity £ | 


Names was but a more diſtin con- 
ception and acknowledgment of 
the many Bleſſings and advantages 
which mankind received trom Him, 


and 2 more particular and expreſs 


Adoration of the ſeveral Powers and 
Perfeftions which were in Him. And 
this was the very belt defence, and 
all the tolerable ſenſe which the 
Wiſeſt among - the Heathen could 


make of the tad of their Det: 


tes. 


And yet whilſt they generally 


owned Fig Supreme Bemg that was 


the Principle and Original of all 
things, 


——_— 


Tis, they worſhipped ſeveral 
ſubordinate Deities as really diſtinct 


3 F 


"the Divine Natur, &c. BD > EE: 


— —qmn— I toes. 
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from one another. Some of theſe _ 


they fancied ro be ſuperior to the 
| reſt and to have their reſidence in 


Heaven ; by which Marſilius Ficinus 


ſu ppoſes Plato to mean no more 
but che Chief of the Angels. Theſe | 
| were called .9:%, Di Superi and Di 

| Celeſtes , ſuperior and heavenly Gods : 


The Scripture terms them the Hoſt of 


| Fleaven, meaning, the Sun, Hoon 


and Stars, which they ſuppoſed to. 
be animated, or at leaſt ro be in- 
habited by Aneels, or glorious Spi- 


| rits, whom they called Gods. 


Other of their Deities were ac- 


| counted much inferior to theſe, being 
| ſuppoſed to be the Souls of their de- 
cealed Heroes ; who for their great 
| and worthy Deeds, when they li- 


ved upon Earth, were {uppoled af- 


| ter Death to ; I tranſlated into the 
| number of their Gods, And theſe 


were. 


( ONCernimg the Unity of 


were called Semidei and Deaſtri, that | 
Is, balf Gods anda for tof Gods: And 
as the other were Celeſtial, fo thele |: 
were Azingres Eany Svics la Kin dof Ter: ( 
FC Rrial Sprrits C112 b WW ECEre Prefidents | 


and Px OCUFGIOTS | OL - Hum ai affairs 


| here below, that is, 2 middle fort | 
of POV. Powers that were Fedia- 


fors and Avents berween God and 
Mon, and did carry the Prayers and 


Supp! ic:tions of Men to God, and 


wg down the Commands and 
- Ble tings of God to Men. 
Bit in the m1d{t of all this Crowd 


and conivhion of Deities, and the 


various Superſtitions about rhem, the 
W; bn He thn, as Thales, Pythagoras, 
Socrates, Plato, Ariſtotle, Tully, Plu- 
tarch and others, preſerved a true 
SIGOIOn Lag One Seprems God, whom 


they cctined an mfmite Spirir , pure 


from all 7 by Mae and jree from all  mmper- 

fefion : And all the variety of thei 

Worſhip ws, as they pretended 1n 
| Ke 


n 4 


" 
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the Divine Nature &c.. 
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tions of the Divine Power and Ex- 


veral communications of Bleſſings 


[and Favours by them imparted to 
- | Men : And Tertullizn obſerves, that . 
[even when Tdolatry had very much 


 ob{cured the Glory of the Sovereign 


| Deity, yet the greater part of Man-. 
kind did Rill in their common Forms 
of Speech appropriate the Name of 
God 1n a more eſpecial a 3d peculiar 
| manner to One, aY08: If C 50d grant. 


If God pleaſe, and the like 


So' that there is {1 icier 2t ground 
to believe thar the nity of the Di 
Vine Nature, or the Notion of One 


| Supreme God, Creator and Governor 
| of the World, was the Primitive 


and general belief of Mankind: 
And that Polytheiſm and Jdolatry were 


| 2 corruption and degeneracy from 
the 


cellencies which manifeſted them-_ 
ſelves in the World, and of the ſe- 


A,1-. 
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henrrR of it, but a more particular = 
owning of the various repreſenta- 


erſus 
IMarcto= 
nem, 1.1. 
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| the Orizmal. Notion which Mankind 
had concerning God ; as the Scripture: 


Hiſtory doth declare a and teſtify. 


ever may be ſaid by way of exte- 


nuation 1n behalt oi lome few ofthe 
wiler and more deyout among 
them, the generalicy were grolsly_ 


guilty borh of believing more Gods, 
and of worſhipping falſe. Gods. 
And this mult needs be a very 
oreat Crime, fince the Scripture eve- 
ry where declares God to be part1- 
culariy jealous-in this Caſe, and that 
he will not give his glory to another, nor 


his praiſe to graven Images. Nay, we 


may not A much as make aſe of | 
ſenſible Images to put us in mind of | 


God, leſt devour Ignorance, ſeeing 
che Worſhip which Wiſe men paid 
cowards an "Ll, ſhould be drawn 


| 


And on account which i have | 
oiven of the Heathen Tdolatry doth | 
by no means excuſe it. For what- | 


to termainate their Worſhip there, as 


being 


———_ mn... 
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being the very Deity it lf; which 


| was certainly the Caſe of the great- 


3 


art of the Heathen World. 
Kod ſurely thoſe ( briſtians are in 


| no leſ; danger of Idolatry, who pay 
| a Veneration to Jnages by kneeling 

| down and praying before them ; ; andin 

| this they are much more inexcuſable, | 
| becaule they offend againſt a much 
| clearer Light; and yet when they 
| 80 about to juſtify this Practice are 


able to bring no other nor better 


| Pleas for dicmiclve than the Heathen 


did for their worſhipping of I-nages, 


- | and for praying to their inferi tor Dei» 


ties, whom they looked upon as Me- 


. | diators between the Gods in Heaven 


and Men upon Earth. = 
There is but one ObjeFtion, VE | 


| know of, againſt the general Con- 


ſent of Mankind concerning the 


Unity of God; and it 1s this, That 


| there was an ancient Dodrine of 
| ſome of the moſt ancient Nations, 


B that 


the Divine Nature, &6. TE 
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chat there were tw9 Cirſt Cauſes or 


Principles of all things ; the one the 
Cauſe of all Good, and the other of | 
all the Evil that is in the World 
The reaſon whereof ſeems to have 
been, that they could not apprehend 
_ things of fo contrary a nature, 


as Good and Eyil, could proceed 
M one and the ſame Cane. 

And thele two Principles in ſeveral 
Nations were called by ſeveral 


Names. Plutarci, ſays that among 


the Greeks the Good Principle was 
called God, and the Evil Principl: 
Aziuwy ON the Devil, In conformity 
to which ancient Tradition the Mani- 


 chees, a Se which called themſelves 


Chriſtians, did advance two Principles, 
the one infinitely Good, which they 


ſuppoled to be the Original Cauſe of 
all the good which is in the World ; 

the other infinitely Evil , to which 
they aſcribed all the evils that are 1n 


the World. 


But 


_ "0 
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oi —_ by > mad 4 , 
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the Divine Nature, GC. 
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' Bur all chis | is very plainly a COr- 
zuption of a much more ancient Tra: 


And as to the Notion of a Being in- 


fmitely Eyil, into which this Tradition 
| was corrupted, after Idolatry had pre- 


| vailed in the World, beſides that ic 
is a Contradiction, it would like- 


wile be to no purpoſe to aſſert two 


| oppolite Principles of infinite, that is 
| of equal force and Power, for two 1n- 
| fnites muſt of neceſſity be equal to 
| one another ; becauſe nothing can 
| be more or greater than infinite , 

| aud therefore if two infinite Beings | 


were poſiible they would certainly 
B bens be 


| dition concerning that old Serpent the 
1 Devil, the Head of the fallen Angels, 
| who by tempting our Firſt Parents 
|*o tranſgreſs 2 poſitive and exprels 
| Law of God brought Sin firſt into 
| the World and all the Evils conſe- 

| quent upon it ; of which the Scrip- 
| ture GIVES USA moſt expreſs and par- 
| ticular account. 
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be equal, and could x not ve ae 
wile. 
Now that the Norion of a Princl 
ple infinitely Evil 1s a ContradiCtion 
ill be very plain, it we conſider 
coat what is mfmitely Evil mult in | 
ſtrict Reaſoning, and by necellary 
conſequence , be infinitely imper- 
tect ; and therefore infinitety weak, 
and f: ot that reaſon, though never 7 | 
malicious and nifhievous: yet be-_ 
199 infinitely - weak and fooliſh, 
could never be in a capacity cither 
to coatrive milchief or to execute 
ih, TE > 
Bur if it ſhould be admitted that 
a Being infinitely miſchievous could 
be infinitely knowing and power 
yet it could effect no Evil; becauſe 
the oppoſite Principle of ;nfonic Goods 
neſs, being allo infinitely Wile 
and Powertul, they would tye up 
one anothers hands.” - So-chat upon 
this | {uppolition the Notion of a Deity 
mult - 


We _ QA ed ? 


the Divine Nature &c. 


_— 


muſt Ganify juſt nothi ng, becauſe 
by virtue of the eternal oppotition. 


2nd equal conflict of theſe ro Prm- 


| ciples they would keep one another. 


at a perpetual Baye ; and being jult 
an equal Match to one another, the 
one having as much mind and PO »wer 
to do 9 od 3s the other to do ev il, 10- 


| ſtead - being two Deities they would 
\ be but two Idols, able to do nexcher 
00d nor evil. 
And having, | hope, now ſu£. 


hciently cleared this Objeion, I 
{hall proceed to ſhew how agree- 
able this Principle, that there 1s but 


one God, 1s to the common Reaſon 
of Mankind, and to the cleareſt 


and moſt eflential Notions which 


we have of God: And this will 


appear thele two ways. i 
Firſt, by conſidering the moſt 


ellent1a]l PerfeFtions of the Divine 


Nature. 


B 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly , from the cepugnancy 


and poſſibility, the oreat abſur- 


dity and inconvenience of ſuppo- 


ſing more Gods than One. 


Hirſt by conſidering the moſt 


cllential P Perfections of the. Divine | 


Nature. Abſolute Perfechon which 
we aſcribe to God, as the moſt 
ellential Notion which Mankind 
bach always had concerning Him, 
does neceſſarily ſuppoſe Unity ; be- 


cauſe this is eſſential to the Notion of | 


a Being that 1s abſolutely per fett, that 
all Perfection meets and is uniced 
in ſuch a Being : But to imagine 
more Gods, and ſome PerfeCtions 


to be in one and ſome in another, 


aoes deftroy the moſt eſſential Noti- 


2N Which men have of God, name-_ 
by, that He is a-Being abſolutely Pers 


ject, that 15, as perfect as 1s poſſi- 
ble: Now to ſuppole ſome Per- 


feRions in one Gol which are not * 


in another, ist luppole ſome poſſi- 
ble 


SC -< te... -  - a | WRT | gon FLY Zn > 


© —————— 7 _._——R— LP. "ne worm oo etna ron Wr—e—_— 


4 ie Divine Natur Z "Cs: 


: F | 
—— 


ble Perfe&tion to be wanting 


God, which is a Contradi&ion to 
the maſk natural and the molt eafte 
Notion which all men have of God, 


raarc He is a Being 1 in whom all "Wag = 


fections do meet and are uniced : 
Burt if we {uppole more Gods 
each of which. hath all Perfections 


united in Him , then all bur One 


would be luperfluous and needleſs ; 
and theretore by juſt and neceſſary 


conſequence not only may, bur of 


neceflity myſt be ſuppoſed nor tobe ; 
ſince neceſſary exiſtence 1s eſſential ro 
the Deity; and therefore it but One 
God be neceflary, there can be no 
more. ne 

Secondly, from the repugnarcy and 


impoſſbility, the great abſurdity and in- 
convenience of the contrary, For 
ſuppoſe there were more Gods, two | 
tor example; and it there may be 


two there may bea Million, for we 


can ”_— no where : | ſay, ſuppoſe 


B + | ; oy 
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either theſe two would be 
in all Perfections equal and alike, 


£0 Gods; . 


-oOr Canal ind unlike : If equaland 


alike in all things then, 25 Log be- 


fore, oneof them would be need- 


leſs 3 ad ſuperfl. ous, and if ove why 
not as well the other ? they being 
poſed to be in all things per- 


fetly alike ; and then there would 


be no nec eſfiry at all of the being 
of a God; ig A it 1s granted on 
all hands: that neceſſary exiſtence is 
eflential to the Notion of a God: 


Burt if they be unequal, that is, one 
of them inferior to and leſs perfect 


than the other, that which is ior 
and leſs perfect could not be God, 
becaule would not haye all per- 


feftion. So that which way hover 


+, "We curn the thing and look upon it, 
the Notion of more Gods than One 


is by 41:5 own repugnancy and felf- 
:ontradiction deſtruQive of it ſelf. 


Before 
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be the Divine Nature, &. 


Before come #0 apply this Do- 


 Frine of the Wnity of God, I muſt 


not pals by a very confiderabia 


| Difficulty, which will moſt certainly 
| ariſe in every mans mind, wit chonr. 


raking particular notice of - It, and 


| endeayourivg to remove it, if I 
can. And it is the Do&rie of the 
| B. Trinity, or of three real Differen- 
| ces or diſtinft Perſons in One ard the 
| ſame Divine Nature. 


And though this be not a Diffi. 


| culty peculiar only to the (hy fin Re- 
Iigion, as by the generality o of thole 
| who urge this Objedion againft (bri- 
flians hath been inconſiderartely 


thought ; for it 15 certain, that long 


before Chriſtianity appeared 1 the 
-| world, there was a very ancient ' 
Traditiin both among Jews and 
Heathen, concerning three rea] Diffe- 


rences Or Diſtintlions inthe Divine 
Nature, VEry nea! iy reſembling the 


Chriſhan Do&rine of the Trinity, as 1 
that 


; s C) 
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ſhall have 
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(briſtians, molt firmly 


I 


AL the { {ame tirne, I1NOrC ſtedfaitly it 


4t bc polio DIC, 1 that there 1s but One Ge 4. 


t0 GE {217} If #* Paul; that j 3 S, {0 {15 


Cir iſtians, there is but One God. Burt 
1 'o9 v. can this poſtbl ly CO: {if with 


the common. Dottrine of { briftians 
concerning the Trmity, God the Fa- 


ther, Son, and H. Gl. :0t, to each of 

Ty 
BE -lieve the Series does, the | 
aoll InNcommunicable Properties and | 
Per; {cftions of the Divine Nature? | 
And what is this leſs in effect than | 


whom nev A:tribute, ad they 


to lay, That there are three God) ? 
For the Cera of this Difficulty 1 
{hall, with all the brevity I can, offer 


thete following Conſader ations 3 which 


[ hope, 


occaſion more fully co | 
Yet 2t cannot be | | 
but tat this Difficul Ly dot h | 
ina more eſpecial manner affe& the 
( br iſtian Relipi ade. the gen 1erality of | 
be- 


heve the Trmity, believing likewiſc 


pow 
wt 
FD, 
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Lops, ro an \ imparcial and unpre- 
| jJadiced Judgme: 1t, will be lufficient 
| to remove 1t, or at leaſt co: break 

| the main force and ſtrength of ir. 


[. I defire it may be well conſ1- 


dered, that there is a wide difference 
| between the Nice Speculations of the 


Schools, beyond whar 1s revealed in 


Scripture , concerning the Doctrine 
| of the Trinity, and what the Scripture 
ol reaches and afſerts concerning 


this Myſtery. For it is not to be de- 


| nied but that the Schoolmen, who a- 
bounded 1n wit and leiſure, though 


very few'amonsg them had either ex- 
a Skill in che H Scriptures, Or 1n 


Eecleſt raſtical Antiquity and the Wri- 
| tings of the ancient Fathers of the Chri- 
ſtian Church : I ſay, it cannor- be | 


denied but that thele Speculative and 
very acute men , who wrought pl 


| great part of ctheit Divauty out of 


their own Brains as Spiders do Cob- 
| Webs 
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Sal out 1 heirawn bowels: ja | 
ftarted a thouland ſubtleties about 


this AMyſtery, ſuch as no Chriſtian 1s 
bound to trouble biz head withal 
much leſs is it neceſſary for him to 
ninderſiand thole niceties which we 


may reaſonably preſume that they 


who talk of them did themſelves 


1ever thoroughly underſtand; and 


| leaſt of all is ic neceſlary to believe 


them. © The modeſty of Chriſtians 
15 contenred in Divine Myſteries to 
know whac God hath thought fit to 


reveal concerning them, and hath. | 
no curioſity to be wiſe above that which 


1s written, It 1s enough to belieys 
what God fays concerning thele 
matters; andif any man will ven- 
rure to ſay more, every other man 


ſurely is ac his liberty ro believe as. 


he ſees reaſon. 


II. 


11. 1 defire it may 1n the next 


place be conſidered, That the Do- 


Erine 


the Divine Natuer, Ke. 


a _ 


| ſerted in Scripture, is acknowledged 
by us to be {till a great Myſtery, and 
|1o "operfectty revealed as tobe in 
a great meaſure incomprehenſible 
by Human Reaſon. And therefore 
though ſome learned and judicious 
Men may have very commendably 


- atrempred a more pa :rtcula r explica- 


| rion of this great Myſtery by the 
| ftrength of Keaſon, yet 1 dare nor 


7 


| Ari ne of the 7 irinity, evenas it isa(- 


pretend tothat, knowing both the . 


| difficulty and danger of {uch an At- 
| tempt, and mine own A0LUIBEIEney 


| for 18. 


All that I ever defined upon ks 


| Argument was to make out the cre- 
| dibility of the thing from the Au- 
| thority of the H. Scriptures , with- 

Out deſcending to 2 more particular 
explication of it than the Scripture 


hath given us ; leſt by endeavouring 


to lay the Difficult ties which are al- 


ready ſtarted about it new ones 


ſhould 


_ Woo a 
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| he thought ft in this marter, 


thr O!1 


11 1 Je allot and ſuch ad may 


perhaps be much harder to be remo- | 
ved than thole which we have now 


ro grapple withal. And this I hope 


| have in ſome meaſure done 1n one 


of the former Diſcourſes. Nor 1n- 
deed do | fee that it is any ways 
neceſlary to do more; it being ſut- 
fcienc that God hath declared what 
2nd 


that we do firmly beljeve white he 


fays concerning it to be true, though 
we do nor perfectly comprehend the 
meaning of all that he hath {aid a-_ 


bout 1t. 


For in this and the like Caſes 1 


| take an implicite Faith to be very com- 
mendable, that 1s, to believe what- 
ever weare ſufficiencly aſſured God 


hath revealed, though we do nor ful- 
ly underland his meanins in ſuch a 
Revelation. _ 
who believes the H. Scriptures to be 
a truly Divme Revelation does ims 


And thus every man __ 


pleitely I 
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That though neicher the word ; ey 


_ 


the Divine Nature, 8c. 
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Y Neth bulieve a great part of the 
[Prophetical Books of Scripture and (e- 


vera obſcure expreiſions in thoſe 


. [Books 7 OT ne do Not particu- 
, [larly nnderftind d the meaning of all 
| [the Predictions and expreſſons con-:*. 
[tained jt thera. In like manner, 


there are certa inly 2 great many ve- 


[ry good Cbrij? ;ms Who do not be- 


ieve and coi vprehend e| the Myſteries 


of Faith nice! y enough to approve 


|themlelyes to a Scholaſtical 2nd Ma- 


piſterial Jadoe of Controverſies, who 


yet if they do heartily embrace the 
Dot Fines which are clearly revealed 
{in Scriptzre and live up to the plain 
]Precepts' of the Chriſtian Religion , 
| will I doubt not be very well ap- 


proved by the Great and Juſt, and 


| by che infallibly Iofallible Judge of 
|the World. 


ItI. Let it be forther conſidered, 


lt 


il. 
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nicy, noc perhaps Perſon, in the {en(C 
In Which It 1s uſed | OY Drvines when-' 


they treat of this Myſtery , be any | 


where to be mer with 1n Scripture 


yet i: cannot be denied bur thar Three | 
are there [poken of by the Names of | 
Father, Son, and H. Ghoſt, ia whole 


Name every Chri/? 14.1 1s baptized, 


and to eacn of whom the hi cheſt | 
Titles and Properties of God are in 
| Scripture attributed : And theſe Three 
are lpoken of with as much di- 


| ftin&ion from one another as we ule 
_ to ſpeak of three leveral Perions. 


Go that though the word Trinity 


be not found in Scripture, yet thele | 


Three are there exprelly and fre- 
quently mentioned ; and a Trinity is 
nothing bur three of any thing. And 


ſo likewiſe though the word Perſon 
be not there expreſly applied to Fa- 


ther, Son, and H. Ghoſt.; yec it will 
be very hard to find a more conveni- 


ent t word whereby to exprels the di- 
ſtinction 


—_w_ 
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Y nindion of theſe Three, bor ke 
| reaſon I could never yet lee any juſt 
| cauſe to quarrel at. this term, For - 


; | fince the FH. Spiric of God in Scri- 


ps 


 pture hath thought fir in ſpeaking of 
cthele Three to. diinguiſh them from 
| one another, as we ule in coms 
| mon ſpeech to diſtinguith three ſe- 
| veral Perſons, I cannor ſee any rea- 
| ſon why, inthe explication of this 


Fyſtery which purely depends upon 
Divine Revelatim, we. ſhould not 


| ſpeak of it in the ſame manner as 


the Scripture doth :, And though the 
word Perſon is now become a Term 


| of Art, I ſee. no cauſe why we 
| ſhould decline it, fo long as We 
| mean by It EPO more nor leſs 
| than what the Scripture ſays in other 


| Words. 


IV. It deſeryes further to be con- 


fidered, Thar th ere hath been a ve- 
ry ancient Tradition concerning three 


'S | real | 


| X ”. L 


"=" i vx neem 


Concer png the Uni: y of 


I NOI A — — — —— — 


real Differences or Diſtmfions in rhe 


Divine Nature; and thele, as | (aid 

before, very. nearly reſembling the 

(Chriſtian Do@rine of the Trimty, 
Whence this Tradition had its ori- 


ginal is not eaſie upon good and cer- | 


rain grounds © lay ; bing certain It 15 
that the Jews anciently had this No- 


\ tion: And thar they did diſtin onifh 
the Word of God, and the Ht. Spir it of 


God, from Hom who was abſolutely 
called God, and whom-they looked 


upon as TH Firſt Principle of all 


things; asis plain from Philo Judes, 


and Moſes Nachmanides, and others 


cited by the Learned as tic in his in- 


' comparable Book of the Truth of the 
(hriſtian Religion. 


And among the Heathen, Plato : 


who probably enough might have _ 


this Notion from the Jews, did make 
three Dijtinfions in the Deity by the 
Names of eſſential Coudeſs, and Mid, 


and Spirit. 
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So that whiteyer Obj dio this 
- matter may 


be liable tO, 


It- 15 not- 


' fo peculiar a Dofrine of the (kriſtian 
Religion as many. have imagined, 
_ though it 1s revealed. by it "wich 


| 


| expres Divine 


much more clearnels and certainty : 


And conlequently, neither the Jews 


nor Plato have any reaſon to obje& 
| it. to us Chriſtians ; ; Eſpecially Hes 
| they pretend no other ground for it 


but either their own Reaſon, or an 


\ ancient Tradition from their Fathers : 


whereas we Chriſtians do appeal to 
Revelation tor what 
we- believe in this matrer, and do 


believe it fingly upon char account. 


V. 


Ir is beſides very confider- 


able, That the Seriprures, do deliver 


this Do&rine of the Trinity without 
any manner of doubr or queſtion 
concerning the Unity of the Divme 
Nature : And not only 


EEE that 


ſo, but do 
| moſt ſtedfaſtly and contlzenty aſlerr 


; - 
Eg 
1 4 
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that there: i5 bat One God : And in 
thofe very Texts, mn which theſe 


three Difference Ir mentioned, the 
Unity of the Divine Natwe is exprelly 
alferied* as where St. John makes 


mention. of the Father, the Word, 


and the Spirt , the Unity of cheſe 


Three is li Kewile affirmed, There are 


Thr ee that hear ' ec ord 1 (21 Heaven. the 
Either, the Word, and the Opt - and 
theſe Three are One. | 


VI. It is yer further conſiderable, 
That from this Myſtery, as delivered 


in Scripture, a Plurality of - God's 
cannot be inferred without m aking 


the { Fcripture groſly ro contradict It | 
ſelf; WW hich l charitabi y [uppoſe the 


Socinians would be as loth ro admit 
as we our ſelves are. 
Councils, or Fathers, or Schoolmen , 


have ſo explained this Myſtery as to. | 


oive any juſt ground, orlo much as 
E 


a plauſible colour for ſuch an Infe- | 
P "4 


reace, 


And if either 


rence; ler the b] 
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th Divan Nitwe, &c. 


\ [1thly : ind Laſtly, I de ireit may 


| be confidered, Thar ir 1s not repug- 
' nant to Realon to believe ſome 
things which are incomprehentible 
| by ourReaſon ; provided a 


hive ſufficient pegrovns and realoa fc 


tie beliet of them: E\peci3 ly if 
1 hay be concernin? God, who 1s in 


115 Nature Incompreben/19 bk; : and we 
be well aſſured that | we hath reyea]- 


ed them. And taerct ore Ic oUpSht 
Nor to offend us that theſe Differences _ 
in the Detty are mcomprebenſuble by our | 


nice underſtandings; becaule the 


Divine Na:vre it ſelf is fo, and yet 
| the beliet of that is the Foundaci- 
| on of all Religion. 


-_ "—— Iu" woo our ee ys yy oo So. + Mt oo 4. x 


1 fall where it is 
]- due, anc Te: t.20c be Charged on 
L the H. Scriptures; ; DDCHALNET, 45the 
Ap oftle (a [a ages :notier Cale, Let God 
be true, and cer Man a liar. 


C3 There 
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T TIO are 2 great many ching: in 


Nat wy which we cannot compre- 
hend now they either are, or can 
be : As the Continuity of Matter, that 
is, how the parts of it do havg lo 


fa(t TOSgrrner tat they are many. 


times very hard to be parted; and 


yet we are ſure that its -m; becanſs 
-We mw. It every day. So likewiſe. 


how the ſmall Seed; of things con- 
tain the whole Form and Nature of 


the things from which they proceed 


and ijato which by degrees they 


OrOW ; and yet we plaialy lee this 


every year: 


There are many things In Loan 


1 our Sel ves, Whichno man 1s able_ 


in any heals ro comprenend, AS 
LO the manner how they are done 


and P2y (01 :med : As the Vital union of 


Sc al 29 Body : Who can our ns 
Dy Wiiat device or means a Opurit 


comes to be lo cloſely united and lo 


rmly link dro 2 material Body, that: 


Ley 


. L : ——___— 
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the 'e "Divine Nature, &c. 
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they. are not to be parted without 
| great: force and violence offer'd to 
| Nature? The like may be faid of 
tne operations of our {ev eral Facul- 

ties of Senſe and Imagmation, of Mes 


mory and Reaſon, and eſpecially of 


the Liberty of our Wills: And yer we 
certainly find all thele Fac wlries in 
our Ces, though we cannot either 
comprehend or explain the parricu- 
lar manner in. which the leveral 
Operations of them are performed. 
And if we cannot comprc| 1nd: 
the manner of thoſe Operat ons 
which we plainly perceive and teel 
to be tn our Selves, much leſs can we 
expect to comprehend things with- 
out us; and leaſt of all can we pre- 
tend to comprehend the infinite Na- 


ture and Perfoftion of God, and every _ 
thing belonging to Him. For God 


himſelf is certainly the greateſt 
Myſtery of all other, and acknow- 
| lodged by Mankind to be in his Na- 
8 C4 _ ture 
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'rure, and jn the oatticithar manner __ 
of his Exiitence, incomprchenſible 


by Human Underſtanding. And the 


Te 8s of this 1s very. evident: be- 


cauſe Godis infinite, and our know- 


leds e and underſtan xding | is bur f1- 


nite: And yer no ſober man ever 


thopght this a o004 reaſon to call 


the Being of God in queſtion. 
The lame may be {aid of God's 


Certain knowlecge of. future Con- 
-fingencies which depend upon the 
uncertai in Wills of tree Aoents : It 
| being : fret y inconceivable how any 


Unert ardin £, how large and per- 
ject ſoever, can certainly know be- 


foreband that which' depends upon 
the free TY/ul of another, which is - 
an arbicrary and uncertain Cauſe. 


BR 2 


And yer & e Scripture doth not 
only attribute this Forcknowleds 


ro God, bur 21ves us alſo plain In- 
tances of Gods toretelling fuch 
things, many Ages before it hap- 
7 pened, | 


LP 


Ch 
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pened;.: rol "OW not come to pals 
-, bur by the Sins of Men, in which 
_ we Ky; As that God can have no 
hand ; though nothing can happen 


withour his permiſſion : Such Was 
thar moſt memorable Event of the 


| Death of Chriſt who, as the Scripture 


tells us, was by wicked bands crucified 


and ſlain ; and yet eventhis is laid to 


have happcned according to the deter- 


. minate foreknowledge if God, and was 
_ punctually foretold by Him ſome 
hundreds of years before. Nay, the. 
Scripture doth not only aſcribe this 


power and perfection to the Divme 
Knowledge, bur natura | Reaſon hath 


been forced to acknowiedge it, 4s 
we may ſee in ſome of the wileſt of 


the Philoſophers. And yet 1t would 


puzzle the greateſt Philoſopher rhat 


ever was, to give any tolerable ac- 
count how any Knowledsg wharlo- 
ever can certainly and infallibly 


foreſcean Eyent t through uncertain 


and a 


————_ . 
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md contingent Cauſes. All the 
reaſonable {atizfaftion that can be 


had 1n this matter 15 this, that 1t is 
'not at all unreaſonable to luppoie 
that infinite [N19 eds may have ways 


of Ig ve 95 which our finite 


nd lerſt; ind [17's CatH1 by 10 Means COM - 
prehe nd how they can poilibly be 


KBOWn. 


Again, there 1s hardly any thing 


more inconceivable than how a- 
rhing ſhould be of it lelf, and 


without any Cauſe of its Being ; 
and yet our Reaſon compels us tO 
acknowle doe this: Becauſe we cer- 
rainly fee chat {omething is, which 


muſt either have been of ir ſelf and _ 


without a Cauſe, or elſe ſomething 
that we do nor ſee muſt have been 


of it ſelf and have made all other 


things: And by this reaſoning we 


are forced to acknowledge a Detty, 


the mind of Man being able co find 


no reſt but in the acknowledgment 


of 


the Divine Notre We; 
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of one eter nal Cl Wiſe 5 ; Mind. 2s the 


Pr; inciple and fre Can fc of all Of :her 


things; and t Principle. 15: thar 
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which kind as Dy gereral-con- 


ſent call God. So that God h2th laid 
2 ſure foundation of our SEO: 


ledgment of his Being in the Rs 


ſon of our own Minds: And 10113 rh 


ic be one of the hard: ſt things int the 7 


world to coaceive how any thing 


can be of it ſelt, yer neceſlity dri, 'CS 
us to acknowledge it whether we 
0w71ll Or-.no-* And Lis Deing ONCE 
grant ed , our Reaſon, Deing tired 
in rrying all other: ways, will tor 
its oOVn quuet and caſe force us at 


laſt to fall in with the general apore- 


henſion and beliet of Mankind © con - 

cerning a Detty. 
To; oive but one Inſt anc * more: 
Oit- 


There y the like Diffticu' y i CO 


ceiving how a any thing Can Lo F317 ' OUue 


of nothing; and yer our Re fo 
doth oblioe us to believe it : Be- 


-W= 
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caule Matter, wh Tickle very impers 
LES 
fect Benz and merely paſſive, muſt 


either always have Deen oO; it felt; 


- or elſe, by the infinite Po! wer of a 


molt perfe& and ative Bemg, muſt 
have been made out of nothing : 


7-1. MF ! 
Vo /1ICH IS MUCH ITIOTE C oy bl C, than 


6, * | | 
tart any thing 10 imperfot & as Matter 


i> {ſhould be of ir felt; Becaul e that 
inch is of it lelf cannot be con- 
ceived. to have any bs Jun BY and 11- 
mits.0: 115 Being and PerfeFton ; for 
by the fame reaion that it aeceffarily 
35an3 of itlelf, 1c. muſt ne cel{zrily 


nave all perietion, which. 1c 1s cer: 


ria Matter hath not ; and yet nec eſ- 

/ary Exiſtence is fo greata Perf: ion, 
that we Canror reaſonably ſuppoſe g 
any thing that hath this Perfection to 
Wan rany other 

Thus you ice, by cheſe Inſtances, 
that ic is not repugnant to Reaſon 
to believe a great many things to 
be, of the manner of whoſe Exi- 
-  ftence 


the Divine Natwe, &c.. 


I 


ee eh CCC la 


fence: we are not able to give a of EN 


ticular and diftin&t account. And 


muci leis 18 it repugnant to Reaſon _ 


to believe thole things concern! Ng 


God which we are very well aſſured 


he hatin declared concerning Him 
felt, though pls an, by our 
Reaſon ſhould incomprehen- 
{1ble. | | 

© NG. h1s 15 truly the Caſe a5 to 

e matter now under debate : We 
are re offi jen tly | aff red that the Scrip- 
tures are a Divine 1 Revel tion, and that 
this Myſtery of the Trinity is therein 
declared to us. Now that we can- 


not comprehend it, is no fuftictent 


Reaſon not to believe it : For if this 
werea good Reaſon for not belie- 


ving It, then no man ought to believe 


that es | is 2a God, LRlh his Na- 
ture 15 moſt certainly incomprehenfi- 
ble. Burt we are lured by many Ar- 


onments that there is a God; and the 


ſame natural Feaſon which afſlures us. 


that 


45 (oncernins the Unity of + 
char He is, doth likewiſe affure us. 
that Ez is mco; nprohenſible ; and there- 

tore our behevi 19 Him to be ſo doth 
T no means ovetthrow our bel ef 
His - ako I, 
_ ke nant cr, We are al flares by 
Divine Revelation of the truth of this 
Dotine of the Trinity; and being 
Once a{lured of that, our not being 
able tuily ro -Compretienc it is not. 
reaſon. enough to ſtagger our belief 
of it; Amin canner deny what he 
lees, though the neceſlary conle- 
quence of aamitting it may be ſome- 
ting which bo CAntioc comprehend, 
One cann Ine 1 deny the Frame of this 
World which he fees with his eyes, 
though trom thence 1t will neceſlari- 
ly follow that either that or ſome- 
thing elſe muſt be of it (elf; which 
yet, as I ſaid before, 1s a thing 
which no man can comprehend how 
ir can be. 


And 


p Divi in” Natur, Re. 
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And by the ſame Reaſon 2 man 
uſt nor deny what God lays, ro be 
_rrae ;- though he cannot FOMPre- 
hend many things which God ſays 


As particularly concerning this hy 


ſtery of the Trinity Ir ought then to _ 


ſatisfy us thar there is ſufhcient evi- 


dence that this DoErine 1s deityered 
11 Scripture, and rhat what 1s there. 


declared concerning, it doth not im- 
- piy a Contradiction. For why {hould 
our finite underſtandings pretend to 
comprehend that which 1s inhaite, 


or to know all the real Differences 


tchatare coniiſtent with the Unity of 
an Infanite Being ; - Or to be able ful- 
ly to expiain this Myſtery by any f1- 


b-. milicude or reſemblance caken from 


fite Bemgs * < 

Bur before [ leave this. Argument, 
| cannot bur take notice of one thing 
which they of the Church of Rome are 
perpetually objetting tous upon this 
Occation. And its this, That by 


*y 6 
ce 


Concerning the Unaty of Shs 


turd. 


the ſame reaſon that. we believe the 


Doctrine of the Tymity, we may and 


muſt receive that of Tranſubſtantias 


ton, "God forbid : Becaule of all 
the D:ottrines that ever were in any 


Religion, this of {ranſubſtantiation 15 


certainly the molt 2 Or pably ab- 


However, chis 0b plainly 
ſhews how fondly and obſtinarely 
they are addicted to their own Er- 
rors, how miſhipe 1 2114 monſtrous 


loeyer ; infomuch that rather than 


tne Dictates of their EY urch, how 
ablurd foever , {ſhould be called; 1! 
queſtion tney Kee | quel tion the crutch 
even of Chriſtianity it ſelt ; and it we 


' will not take in Tranſubſtantiation, 


and 2dmic-it to be a neceſſary Article 
of the Chriſtian Faith, they grow 10 


{nllen and deſperate chat they mat- 


ter not What becomes of all the reſt: 


And coker than not have their Will. 


of us in that Which is controverted , 


they 
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bei PEA £4 © pipe, >, hr af 


A 


-——— 
— CO ALE I An IE Oe 


Satis, faBtion n Oh Fi 


49 


the ching, and i only differin the phraſe 
_ and manner of expreſſion :. Which is to 


ſeek 1 quarrel and an occaſion of differ- 
ence where there 15 NO real ground for it; 


a thing which ought to be very far from 
realonable and peaceable Minds. 


_ For the Socinuans ſay, that our Suvionr's. 


voluntary Obedience and Sufferings did 


procure his Exaltation at the right. hand 


of God, and Power Ts, Aut choriry to 
torpive S135, and to give eternal Life 
to as many as he plea El: So that they 
grant that his Obedience and Sufterings, 


in the meritorious conlegquen cC 01 { chem, 


do redound to our Benefit and o ad VANtage 


aSN much Ag Wee pretend 2 and [ay tae -Y do Þ 


Daly caey. are loth in exprec eſs texrtns to ace . 


knowle dge that Chriſt dycd ia our Stead : 
And this, tor no other reaſon that I can 
Imagt. Ie; bur becaule ths have den 2;ed 
| ic lo of: EN @& nd ſo |} 10 ng _ 
Bit | appeal to ti © Nocnuity 7-05 Clit 
Aaverfari 4s, Vinether this 'do GOt in The 
lalt iſe COme ail. to one; and be nor, 


>: Concerning the Savificend 
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on ces part, a mere Controverlie about 


words? For fuppole a MalefaQtour con- 
demned to ſome grievous puniſhment, 

and the King's Son to lave him from 1t 15 
contented to ſubmit to great diſprace 
and ſufferings : in reward of which Suf- 
ferings the King takes his Son into his 


Throne and {ers him at his own righe. | 
hand and oIVEs him power to pardon 1 5% . 


MalefaQour , and upon a fitting Sub- 


miſſion and Repentance to adyance him 


0 honour : Will nor any man 1n this 


Cale allow that the King's Son lufterd 
 1aſtead of this Malefactour, and imile at 


any man that ſhall be fo nice as to grant 


that indeed he ſuffered for him, bat yet to 


deny that he was puniſh 4 for him to al- 


low that he bore the inconvenience of his 


faults, but yer obſtinately to ſtand it out 
that the faults of this Malefa&tour were 


not laid upon him, or in any wite ſo nt... 


puied to him that be can be (aid to have 


0 ES x 2k «I <p f . 
tufered in his flead? T Fnis is juſt the Cale, 


1:7, 
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reſult of things is nothing b but Horde 


Thus far have I tryed your patience 


 lna contentious Argument ; in which | 


_ take no pleaſure, bur yet ſhall be glad 
it I may be ſo happy as by any thing 
_ that hath been ſaid to contribute towards 
the putting an end to ſo unhappy a Con- 
rroverly, which hath troubled the 
World lo long, and raiſed ſuch a duſt 


that very few have been able to fee 


3 clearly through it, 


However I cannot diſmiſs this Argu- 
ment Without making ſome nleful but 
very" thort reflection upon this great 
Doctrine of our Religion, namely, That 
the Son of God being 1 made a Sicrifice for 
us, and expoſed to ſuch bitter Sufferings 
and ſo cruel a Death tor the Expiation of 
_ our Sins, {hould create in us the greateſt 
dread and deteſtation of Sin, Ng for 
ever deter us from all wilfal tranſgreſſion 
and diſobedience, For it the guilt of our 
Sins was doneaway upon {uch hard rerms 

D "RD and 
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; _ Concerning the S acrifice and 
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_ coſt he Jeaily beloved Son of God 
ſo much ſwear and blood, then ſurely 
we ought to take great heed how by our 


ered Provocations we renew his Pal- 


Our fel ves the Son of God afreſh, and to put 


fion, and do what in us lies to cr ucify to 


pm to a open {ham [20 


If God &id fo terribly afflict the dearly 


beloved of kis Soul for our ſakes ; if 
the Son of God was lo grievouſly wounded 


jor our tranſgreſſions © and fo ſorely brufed 
for our nitquities : If fo fearful a Storm 


of Vengeance fell upon the moſt inno- 
cent Perſon that ever was for our Sins, 
then we have reaſon to take that king 
and mercitu! admonition of the Son of 
Go tO 2 iers, to ſin no more, leſt a worſe 
| - be poliible, come 10 Our 


In ' thi Diſae ifarion of God's Grace - 


and \ NIC rcy oo Wh ank 112 9, | by the Death of 


his Son, God ſeerns to have o0nre to the 


MP; 


very extremity O of thi ings, ard almoit 
tircher than CG oodnefs and Juſtice w1 il! 


well 


Saifeim f cn. 


well te + - to afflict lonocency it Wy £ , 
' to ſave the Guilty : And if herein God | 
hath expreſſed his hatred of Sin in ſuch 
a wonderful way of loveand kindneſs to 
the Sons of Men as looks almoſt like ha- 
'tred of Innocency and his own Son: 
This ought in all ingenuity and gra- 
_ tirude to! our gracious Redeemer, who 
was made a curſe for us, and loved us to that 
degree as to waſh 1s from our Sins m his 
own Blood ; I ſay, This ought to begert in 
us a greater diſpleaſure aoainſt Sin, and 
a more pertect deteftation of j It, han if 
we had ſuffered tne puniſhment due to ir, 
in our own Perſons: For 1n this Caſe, we 
could only have been diſp leaſed at our 
 Selves and our Sins as he juſt Cauſe of 
our Sufferings; but in che other, we. 
ought to hate Sin as the unhappy Occaſi- 
on of the ſaddeſt Misfortune and foreſt 
Calamities to the beſt Man that ever was, 
and to our beſt Friend, tor our Sins and for 
our Sakes, 


SINCE 
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py oully condeſcended to be made im all things 
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Since then the Son of God hath fo Sraci- 


lixe unto us, Sin only excepted ; let us alpire 


as much as is poſſible, to become like ro 


Him : Above all, let us hate and avoid 


Sin as the only ching in which the Son of _ 


God would hayeno part with us, though 


he was contented to {uffer fack biiter 


things to ſave us from the Defilement and 


Dominion of it, from the Puniſhment 
and all the diſmal conſequences of it. 


He had wo Sm, but. God was plealed 


to lay upon bimthe iniquities of us all, andto _ 


make his Soul an offering for Sin, FG! co per- 
mit all thar-to be done ro Him which 


- was duetous: He was contented to be 
ſacrihced once for all Mankind, that 


Men might for ever ceaſe from hea in- 


human and ineffectual way of ſacrificing 
one another, whereby inſtead of expiating 
their guilt they . did inflame it, and by 
thinking ro make Atonement for their 
Sins they did 'in truth add to the number 
and heinouſnels of them. : 
And 


—_ 
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And let us likewiſe learn from this ad- 
mirable Pattern, to pity thoſe that are in 
miſery, as Chris} alſo hath pitied us; and 
to ſave them that are ready to periſh, for His 
{ake who came to ſeek and to ſave us that 


4 were loſt. 


 Letus , upon all occaſions, be ready to 
open our bowels of C ompaiſion LOWarls 
the Poor ; 11 a thankful imitation of his. 
Grace and Goodnefs who for our lakes. 
choſe to bs a Beggar, that we for his 
ſake might not ecpite the Poor, bnt 
might have a tender revard and comple 
ſion. ro thoſe whoſe Condition in this 
World does ſo nearly reſemble that in_ 
which the Sor of God thought it fitroſt for 
him to appear when he was pleaſed to 
become Man. 

Ina word, Let us in the whole courſe, 
and in all the a&ions of our lives, ſhew 
forth the Vertues of dim who hath called us out 
of darkneſs into bis marvellous light ; and bath 
raiſed hs a mighty Salvation j rus, that bem 
deliver! (1 from all our ſpiritual Enemies, from 


Sin 
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Sin and all the Powers « darknels. we 
might ſerve him who : hath ſaved us; : 
 walkmg m. holineſs aud righteouſneſs ore + | 
him, all the days of our lives. 
Now, to him that ſitieth upon the Thro -0Ne, 
and to the Lamb that was om: * To God even 
our Father, and to our Lord Tefus Chris the 
farſt begotten from the dead, and the Prince of 
the Kings of the Earth : Unto Him, who hath 
loved us, and waſhed from oxr Sins in his own 
Blood ; and whilit we were Fremues to 
Him, loved us at ſuch a rate as never any 
man did his Friend, To Him,who became 
Man, that he might bring us to God ; and 
aſſumed our frail and mort! ] Nacure,that 
he might cloath W with i1mimort ality and 


Lite: To Hm ww] 10 W2s s plealed ed to dwell 
and live among itus, tha He mi dohe reach 
us how to live: to Him, whodje ed jor ou 
Sins, and roſe again for 0ir Juſt ation, and 
lives for « Ver {01 make 7 Interceſſon for ns: Fo 
Fim be Glo ry and Dominion, Thankl(- 


g1vINg and þ Praile to Eternal Ages, men. 
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